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To the Right Honorable 

Sir ROBERT WALrOLE, 

Firft LosD of the Treasury, 
Chancellor and Under Trea- 
surer of the Exchequer, One 
of Hts Majesty's Most Ho* 
NORABLE Privi CoUnoii, and 
Knight 0/ the moft Nobk Order 
(f the Garter. 

SIR, 

|F Dedications to great 
Men, are often the 
EfFca of Ambition, 
Intcreft, or Vanity, 

yet They are fome- 

times infpir'd by more 

vertuous Motires, and an Author 

rum no Hazard of being thought, 

A 2 guilty 
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guilty of Flattery, when He does 
Jullicc to a Merit, which all the 
World has either admired or en- 
vied. A Defcription of the cfta- 
blifhed Methods of GwerH^ent, a 
View of liic Coffiir/^rce, and poli- 
tical Reflexions on the Interefts of 
a neighbouring Stare, could be no 
where fo properly addrcfled, as to 
a Pcrfon who has for many Years 
fuftained the moft Itnportant Part, 
in the Adminiftration of otir own. 
The juft Mixture of Frerogathe 
and Liberty, which is to be found 
in the Conftitution of Engittrief, 

has long made It the Envy and 
Admiration of our Neighbours ^ 
but tho' every Englijhman is, ready 
to boaft theHappinefs of our Con- 
ftitution, It will be owned We 
have not always cultivated It to 
the beft Advantiige. The Commons^ 
ever jealous of the Power of their 

S(wereigni 
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S^fvereign, have frec^entl^ diftref- 
fed the Adminiilration, and if They 
have (bmecimes had the Glory of 
bringing illuilrious Crkninals to Juf- 
tice, there are hkewife Inftances to 
be given, when influenced by 
fa<Stious and defigning Men, they 
have broke in with Violence upon 
the wifcft Meafures, and bhndly fa- 
crificed their Security, to ill ground* 
ed, and unieafonable Sufpicions. 

It has been your Part Sir, to re- 
concile thofe DiviHons which have 
hindred Vs from knowing our own 
Force, and how well You liave fuc- 
ceeded in fo generous and difficult, a 
Task, is flrongly illuflrated by the 
great Figure England has made a- 
broad during your Adminiflration 5 
the natural Confequence of Har- 
mony in the different Farts of our 

Legijlaturt, 

The 
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The Share You have had in brings 
ing Your Coantty to this Height of* 
Greatnefs and Reputation, by which 
His Majesty is enabled to pre* 
ferve that Equality of Poiper, be* 
tween the feveral Princes of Europe, 
(o neccflfary to the Welfare both 
of Them and Ourfelves, has been 
repaid with the Confidence of two 
great Pr incest and if You are almoft 
the only EngHJh Minifter^ whofe 
Glory It has been to pais from 
the Service of one Royal Mafter 
into that of another, with the 
fame Degree of Truji and Power, 
yet permit me to fay. You are ftill 
more eminent for an unexampled 
Eafe and Freedom in the Difpatch 
of Bufinefs, and for that Sceadinefs 
in your Fricndfliip, which fliines 
at the Head of thofe Talents, that 
have united the Confidence and 
Goodwill of the People, with the 

Favour 
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Favour of the CrotPTi, and the Autho- 
rity infeparable from high Bmploy- 
ments. 



/ am. 



SIR, 



Tour tftofi Obedient , and 
moji bumble Servant , 
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Onflow Burrifti. 




TO THE 

READER 



\ HE Importance and Delicacy tf 
> the StthjeSs that are tfegte^ '» ^^e 
E foSowing Sheets, cught perhaps to 
I have aeterred a j/omg Man from 
attempting Them; hut when the 
Die is once thromit 'tis fruitlefs to repine, 
though the Cafi proves agaiiiftZ/s. 

There are feveral Errors if the Frefs in this 
Booky as in mofi ethers^ a>hich the judicious Rea- 
der will correiif and for other Faults, We are 
told fy\a v.gjy.^6d ffgu^ that 'tis tu vaiw 
to ieg Indu^euce. 

Un Aateut' a Gcnoux l^adi udc Iiumble Pre&ce, 
Au Lefieor ^u' II cnimye a Bean demandei Grace.* 

This I can fay, in Recommendation of the 
Work, that I have every tchere wrote with 
Truth , an4 fmparttidHy , according to mj 
Judgment. 




.Jatavia Illustrate 

Part I. 

Of the Methods of Government, 
elliibliflied in the United Provinces. 



INTODUCTION. 




a;r is often neceflary for the 
Support of tiierly, and the 
ancient Batavi were Lovers 
both cf one and the other. 
Julius . C^sar knew ihcii? 
Valour when He oppofed 
Them fo fuccelsfulljr to the Gauls, whom 
B Tlicy 
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They often defeated. The Romans Them- 
felves flood in Fear of this warlike Nation, (a) 
Their Cavalry was then the beft in the World, 
and their Irifatttry foaght with equal Courage, 
in Fens and Marihes, as when pofted on firm 
Land J (^) a Quality peculiar to Them, and 
derived from the watry Situation of their 
Country. Fidelit-x was another Virtue at- 
tributed to the old Bat A VI, as well as Cou- 
rage, and accordingly the Romatt Emperors- 
very often had their Live-Guards from a- 
mongft Them. They had the honourable 
Title of Allies ot the Ewfire^ in Favour of 
which They were exempt ftona all Taxes and 
Tributes, (c) and atter having bcea fome 
Time aflbciated to the Empire^ The Bmans 
(Vyled Them Friends and Brothers, as 
appears by this Infcription. ^ 

Gens Batavorum Awki et f rat res Rsm. Imp.(J) 



' (a) Igitur laceflentibus Batatis Trepidatio orta. T«cit s 

(b) Gcrmanordm Cohortem a Cafaribus oI!« ad C^o- 
diam Corporis inftitutam, multisque Experimentii fid«- 
liflimam, diffolvit SerVius Galba, ac fine ullo incommodo 
in Pacrtam remifit. Sueton in Galba. 

(0 Manet honos et antiquae SocieUtts infigne : nam n^ 
Tributis contunduntur, tantum in ufum Pratliojrum fepoSti, 
vclut Tela atque Arina, bcllis refenrantur. Tacit Gcr- 

(d) Defcriftion hiftorlqoe da GonT«tnnemeni de« Pro- 
vinces unkf par Monfr. Bafpaje. 



The Batavi come originally from H£ssei 
under the Conduft of their Khtg Batton^ 
reduced to fly his Country by the Arti- 
fices of a 3^het in Law who attempted 
to poifoil him. (a) The firft Place They pofr 
lefled Theniielves of was an Ifland, form^ 
by the Pfaal and the Rbine^ which to this Day 
retains the liame of Bat aw, fromwhencd 
following the Courfe of this laft River, They 
fate down at one of thofe Places where it dn^ 
embogues it felf into theSea^ and named ii 
Catwick. (^) 

*Tis pretended that Clodius Civilis def^ 
lived his Extraftion from this JCmg Batton^ 
but be that as it will, He was ftiU more ennoM 
bled by his Virtues than his Defcent* This 
Perfon attempted wit!^ equal Policy and Cou^ 
tage to free his Country from the Roman Str^ 
vitude^ and was at firft fucce&fiil againft Ce^s 
itEALis ; but asnothing is more inconftan^ 
than the Chance of War, the Raman Oeneral 
being reinforced with the German Legiohs^ wast 
Viftoridus in his Turn, and Clodius was a| 
Itft entirely defigated. (jr) 



m 



(«) Si^ Bifnage nc flspri^ 
(fi) Cattontm ticus. 

(0 Ttavellcrs fee the Hiftory of GlodliayCivifis findf 
fBiinted by V^ &Mtm \m • CaUnec of the ^tei General 
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The Roman Emperors were from this 
TiiPe obliged tobuild ftrong Forts, and enter- 
tain large Garrifons on the 0an.k5 of the Rhine^ 
to reprefs the frequent Infurreftions of the Ba- 
TAvi^ occafioned aswellb)ra native Love of 
hiherty as the Severity of the Roman Comman^ 
ders. CoNSTANTius had two Reafons for 
ordering the Batavian Cohorts to attend 
him in the third Expedition He had projefted 
^gamft the Per fans : firft that he might be 
fure of having good Soldier Sy and fecondly, 
that he might deprive Julian of their Affi- 
ance J of whom He already began to be jea- 
lous» But the Batavi would not under-f 
take fo defperate a March from one Side of 
the RotiTian Empire to the other, and took the 
4:hing fo ill of ConftantiuSj that They fwcre 
Themfelves to a Man the Friends of JuliM^ 
and vQVv'd to prove every Danger to let him 
on the Throne. 

Upon the Declenfion of Charlemagne's Fa- 
mily, the great Oncers of the Crown took Oc* 
cafion from the Wcaknefs of the reigning 
Princes, to make their Governments Heredita- 
ry in their own Families; and uponthefcOc* 
cafions the Provinces of the Low Countries un- 
derwent feveral Revolutions. Very ofipen 
They were disjoined and feparated one from 
another j and fomeiimes a iingle Prince would 
reunite feveral of them iii Su^ftion to Him- 

felf. 
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1 

felf Tis faid that RaJhod who comma^nded 
in FrhetanJ was adtimlly AVifj?; of that Pra^ 
vince, (a) GeUcrknJ and Brabant had their 
Dtikesi HollanJ SLnd FlanJers wcK^ovtrndhy 
Earls; and Vtrecht had her Bijbops, wlio made 
Themlelves Matters of that Ci/y with all its De- 
pendancies. The meek Prelates became war^ 
ring Soveratgns, and the Sword and Helmet 
often ufurped upon the Mitre and Crozier^ 
Afterwards, when thefe, and the other Pio- 
vinces of the Low Countries came to be united 
under one Head, as they were fucceflively in 
the Families of BuRctrNDY and Austria, 
They ftill retained their diftinft and anticnt 
Forms of Government. I do not think it very 
material to give a genealogical account of the 
Princes of Burgundy. 'Tis lufficient to obferve 
that there have been three extraordinary Re* 
volutions inthe£(?ii? Countries^ The Firft united 
them in the Second Branch of the Family 
of Burgundy ; by thefecond They pafled 
to th? House of Austria, and by the third, 
more bloody than the former, this great Body 
was difmembred of Stven Provinces j which 
were forced to unite for their own Defence, 
whilft the other ten remained in Subjeftion 

• ■ 

m m ^ ■■ ■ ■ ■! !■■■ I ■ ■ >!■ i» wwi n i i i*«ii« I n I I w fmtm^mmmm^mmmmk 

(4) Sec Signage qt Tap, P, ^ 

B 3 to 
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f:o the Friiv(:^j of the ^y7r/<iir Family, orD^^ 
yolved back to France, either by Con^ueft 
pr Treaty, . 

Mary of Burguvioy, after the Death 
pi her Father Lewis the Hardy, who 
^as killed before Nancy in 1476, had a 
niind to marry the Dau?hin Son of Lew? 
IS XI King of France, and the <jenera« 
lity of the Flemifi Lords wiih'd paflionately 
lor this Alliance, becaufe moft of th^ir Eftates 
|ay on the Sambre, and they knew very 
)vell th^t Lewis woul(i not faU toconfifcate 
Them, if their Trinceff married a Stranger* 
Put the Frmb King extended the Hatred Ha 
)iad born the Duke ot Burgmdy to his Daugh- 
ter, and would never confent to the Marriage 
tho' Up flattered the Flemmings with th^ 
Hopes of it. * He had projefted on the con- 
frary how tp diyeft that princefs of all her 
Territories ; but this Defign did hot take Ef^ 
fea, Botwithftanding tWtnacbei^di fome 
flmijb Men ot Quality, who were over-aw'd 
$tad work'd upon to give up feveral Towns 
to Him: and the Princefs irritated at his 
pehaviour, married Maximilian Son of 
|he Emperor Frederick tl^e III, to. 
whpm i(he brought the Dutchy of (a) 



i40 See Ics Soaveiains ^ii nonde Tom. pito^ pag. t» 
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Burgundy and the fevemeea Provinces 
of the Netherlands. 

This Princess died foon aficr her Marrl- 
iagc, leaving two Children, Philip the Han J^ 
fme and the Princess Margaret, under 
the tuition of their Father j But the Pec pie of 
Ghent contefted this Guardianship ; made 
Maximilian a Prifoner, and a^k'd AiTift- 
ance of the King of France againft him, who 
was well enough difpoted to afford it them ; 
for Charles VIII, then at the Head of that 
Monarchy^ was already apprehenfive of Maxi* 
MiLi AN s Greatneft, who being eleded King of 
the Romans^ might very eauly become too 
foraiidable a Neighbour* In this Fear, 
Charles refolved to aid the Fkmmings ; 
Flanders in Courfe became the Seat of 
War J and Maximilian had abundance of 
Trouble to reduce and foften the Obftinacy of 
his Enemies 

He was farther traverfed by the Xing of 
France^ in the Defign he had formed of mak--^ 
ing an AlUance with the Heiress of Bret ag^ 
NE| whom Charles got out of his Hands ; and 
to aggravate the A tfront, fedt him back bis 
Daughter without reftoring the Dutchj of 
Bwrgundjy which had been relinquiih*d to Him 
4% her Dower ; upon which Maximilian mar* 
ried his Son, Philip the Handsome, to Jan r 
of Ab^raqon, Daughter ot Isabella and 

6 ^ F»R^ 
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Ferdinand the Catmolick, and his 
Daughter Princess Margaret, to John 
Prince of Spain. 

This Don John fucceeded to the Low 
Countries in Right of his Wife, but died 
young, and left only one Son, that did not 
Jong furvive him; by whofe Death Philip 
the Handsome came to inherit the Crown, 
in Right of his Wife, Jane of Arragon, 
Sifter to one, and Aunt to the other of 
the deceafed Princes. Philip mounted the 
Throne of Castile in tsoy, and died 
in the fucceeding Year, leaving his Son 
Charles the 5th, to the Tuition of Lewis 
the nth King of France^ who remitted 
the Care of his Education to Monsieur 
de Chievres, one of the principal Lords 
of the Low Countries^ who made him fays 
Monsieur Basnage , the great efli Man 
pf the Age he Hved in. 

This Prince faw himfelf at once, Empe- 
ror, King of Spain, Master of the 
Seventeen Provinces of the Nether- 
LANBS, Mhich he united to the Empire 
finder the Title of the Circle of Burgimdy j 
Lord cf both the Indies, and of the 
?pani(h Territories in America j with many 
Pther Bomnions and Pretentions which it is 
iifelefs to enumerate. His Life was one 
conftant Puffuit after Glory and Peiveri 

and 
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and He had well-nigh finiihed his Career 
with great Reputation to himfclf, when in 
the Year iff f , being weary oi Government, 
and appreheniive that a fingle Difgrace in 
the Evening of Life, might tarnilh the 
'Nfcfflory of hb former Adiofls, He took a 
RefolutioH to abdicate his Domimons j which 
he fettled in Part on his Brother FERDI^ 
NAMDy to whom He rcfigned the Em/fire^ 
with the Hereditary Countries of the Houfe 
<>f Aufiria in Germany} and the Reft on his 
Son PHILIP the Sjecond, who had SPMlf^ 
the Low Countries, his Dominions in JTALT, 
and Gonquefts in AMERICA. Philip received 
the Netherlands from his Father m a very 
flourifhirig Condition. They reckoned op in 
that fmall Extent of Country, above Three 
hundred and fifty Walled Towns, and Six 
thoufand three hundred confiderable Villages, 
well peopled with expert and induftrious 
feihabitants, equally proper for War, Com- 
merce and Navigation. 

Charles the Fifth chofe Brujfels for the 
Theatre of nis Abdication ; whither having 
convened the States, He renounced in a full 
Aflembly, (leaningontheArm of William I. 
Prince Qt Orange,) all Right and Titk 
to the Soveraignty ot the 17 Provinces ia 
Favour of Philipy Who Swore to preferve the 
Friv fledges of the Couptry; and the Deities 

at 
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tt the fame Time, took the Oath of AUe- 
^nce to Him 

Charles went for Spain in the Month of 
September of the fame Year, leaving Fhilip 
in the If ether lands^ having recommended it to 
Him, to take particular Care of thofe Provui^ 
ces, as one of the moft confiderable Branches 
of his Dominions. But the Nobility 
and People foon felt a Diference betwixt 
the Father and the Son. (a) Charles had 
been engaged in feveral Wars, and had oftca 
commanded bis Armies in Perfon; but 
Philip fcemed difpofed to govern his Po- 
miMtMS and Forces by the Orders which 
He direded to Them from lus Cabinet s 
Charles was fweet and affable; Philip 
grave and aufteer in all his Manners; the 
Firji fpoke the principal Languages of 
Europe, and accommodated Himfelf with 
Eafe to the Cuftoms of all iJations ; PHiUP, 
both in Language and every Thing elfe ap- 
peared entirely Spanijh; from whence it 
was concluded, that his Favour would be 
confined to that NATION; that he would 
retire into Spain, and always govern from 
thence the Countries which his Father had 
left Himi Charles in his latter Days, had 



(«) See BentivogWi Hiftoty Of the WJII* of /7<}»<«f?<, 
J»\ U Lib. I. Pa^f \» 
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conceived Jealoufies oftheNExHERLANDERs 
on account of Religion : That of Luther 
was already cftablifhcd in Germany, and Cal- 
vin's had made a great Progrefs in France. 
Both One and the Other, had been intro- 
duced into thefe Provinces, by the Zeal and 
Intercourfe, of thofe who profefled Them 
in Germany y France, and England. The 
Anabaptists had likewife got Footing 
amongd Them, who, tho' very diiferenc 
from thofe of Munster, were, however, 
equally averle to the Church of Rome* 
Charles had exhibited very rigorous EdiSs 
againft Thofe who feparated from the 
Churchy and 'tis affirmed, that there had 
already fuffered Death in his Time, (F) 
(iioui One hundred thoufand Perfons on account 
of Religion. But the Number and Cou« 
rage of Thofe who embraced thefe dif^ 
ferent Opinions, inftead of being diminilh- 
ed by Severity and Perfecution^ increaied 
every Day, and fometimes they had even 
refcued out of the Hands of the Officers^ 
thofe who were led to Execution. This 
had obliged Mary Queen of Hungary^ then 
fiegent of the Low Countries^ to engage the 
Emperor her Brother, to come thither 



77—? 
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that he might be convinced this Rigour 
only ferved to inflame the Sore, The 
fame Edicts, however, were afterwards 
confirmed by Philip, and in Confequence 
of Them, a multitude of Perfons fufTered 
the fevercft Punilhments. 

Indeed, The People Ihewed a ready Dif- 
pofition for the Reformation of Religioftj znd 
this made Cardinal BENTivoGLiOy fay, 
•That fo great an Evil exafted no left 

* powerful Remedies, than thofe that werQ 

• applied.* The Good Cardinal coihr 
mends ihtk faffguinary BJi£is^ 2LTid attributes 
at the lame Time both to Charles znd Philips 
a great deal of Jujiice and Religion j with- 
out refleding, that Justice indifputably 
confifts in rendering to every One That 
which belongs to H.m; a Virtue, abfolute- 
ly inc mpatible with iVar undertaken thro' 
9rere Arnhiion^ of which They made no 
Manner of Scruple ; and with the Oppref- 
fion of Nations, which was never of the 
leaft Confideration with Them- 

Religion is certainly a Difpofition of 
Mind, which engages Us to render to God, 
That which is due to Him, or the Obferv^- 
tion of thofe Laws, which he hath given 
Us in the Gospel. The Cardinal could 
net cite any Precept' of It, that com- 
mands Sqverains to im^rifon^ ianijhy ruiny 

or 
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or kill Tbofe who have difFerent Sentiments 
of divine Worfhip from themfdvesy or the 
Doarines of that Theology, which happens 
to be eftabhfhed in their Dommm j when 
m other Refpefts, They confprm- faithfully 
to the Civit JurifMion, Nor are Chris- 
tians any where commanded to embrace 
the Opinions, either of their FWwm, or of 
ih^ Multitude y in Cafes of Religion, but 
Thofe only^ which they are ferjwaded to 
be conformable to the Revelations of 
the Gospel. 

In Defiance, however, to thefe Principles, 
both of Rcafon, and Religion, They efta- 
bUfhed m the Up-Countries, an Extraordina. 
ry Tribunal, to cleanfe them of what they 
^Ucd Heresy. This Court was filled with 
Churchmen, and extreamly refembled 
the Spanijh and ItaliaH Inqutfitions. The 
Flemmings complained of It in the Begin- 
ing, and juftly loaded it with the moft odi- 
ous Names, not doubting that its Efiedb 
would encrcafe, as They foon found fi-om 
the ImprifonmentSy Conffcations, Corporal Pun- 
ip*»entsy and cruel Executions, wliich in a 
little Time grew common over all the 
Country, (a) 



mm 



(4) Cr^ha Ann. lHn t. Page 10. and 11. 

Twas 
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^was not only the People who cry'd 
cut upon this Conduft, but Perfons of the 
highcft DiftinHun^ for their Ifohility^ AHiances^ 
Services^ Friends^ and Employments. There 
was a confiderable Number of Thefe in the 
Country, but above the Reft, Two, who at- 
trafted th« Eyes of all the World. William 
of Nassau, Prince of Orange, Gavemour 
of the Provinces of Holland^ Zealand^ and 2/- 
trechti and Lameral Earl of Egmont, Go^ 
vernour of Flandtrs and Jrtois. Thefe two 
tords, though equally loved and efleemei^ 
were of Char filers entirely different. The 
Prince of Orange, more proper for /»* 
trigue than War^ was a pradent Man and pe^ 
netrating ; popuiar in all his Manners i never 
/peaking but to the Purpofe j a Man of Com- 
til J capable to ^/g(f/? the mo^t intricate Affairs, 
and to ccndu£fc Them in the ahleft Manner. 
The Earl of Egmont, on the contrary, was 
more proper for War than Teace j free in his 
Words and Thoughts ; more difpofed to fami-' 
liaiize Himfelf with mlifary Men than the 
Citizens i and fitter to advance Himfelf by 
Arms^ than to gain Favour by the Addrefs of 
a Court* The principal Employments, were 
divided between thefe Lords^ and fucb of the 
Noiility as ttey patronized. 

Not one amongft Them hacf openly ap-» 
pcarcd diipleafcd atthe £^/^x againft the Pro^ 
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teftancs whea They were firft publilhcd. The 
Prince of Orange born of Proteflata Ttf 
fentSt was the only Perfoa the Court was jea- 
lous of, who, whea He was Hoftage in FrMue^ 
at the Court of Henry this Second^ for the 
Execution of the Peace of Cambray, </i/i 
cwered and adwrtifed his Friends in the low 
Countries, that the French King confulted 
with Philif the Second^ on a proper Method, 
to exterminate the ProteftantS' The Reft of 

the Noiilityt ^^'^ ^^^^ °°^ ^^ ^"^^ ^"^ ^^ 
been very expenfivc, were put to it to fup^ 

portThemlelves. They faw with R^et the 
Difpofitions the King made for leaving 
Them j apprehenfive of lofing by his A}> 
fence, thofe Advantages which they had en- 
joyed wbilft Charles refidedamongft Them. 
And accordingly They had no fooner pene- 
trated his Defign of returning into Spaitt, than 
their Difcontent was vifible. 

TheEccLESiASTicKs, efpecially the Regu- 
lar Abbots, (a) we^e little better fatisfied 
than the Nobility. This Ul Temper fprung 
from the Ereftion of new Bishopricks 
which it was thought proper to eftablifli, un* 
der Pretence that the Bishops mi^t take 



(<) tmhHulh lib. t. Page 6, 

lore 
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riiore Care of their Diaceffes^ which were be- 
fore too large for the Prelates to have a fuffi^ 
cient Eye oyer the People that depended on 
Them* But the Court was now obliged, for 
the Ptore hofiourahle Suhfiftance o\ the Bishops, 
to fupprefs feveral Abbies, whofe Revenues 
were affigned for their Support j and whereas 
the Abbots had formerly taken Place iti tlie 
jiffewhly of the States, They were now 
forced to relinquifh their Rank to the Bisth- 
ors, and could no longer command the Suf^ 
frases of the firft Order. One might have ex* 
pe&ed that the Cier^ would have fecn the 
Ereftion of thefe new Bijhoprich with Plea- 
ftire, which muft ncceflkrily elevate the Pomp 
smd Majffty of the Church ; but It feems the 
Abbots* did not think the Dimity of the 
Hierarchy by- any means an Equivalent for 
the L^s o\ ihtxx Revenues J and accordingly 
They were full as early in their Complaints 
as the Laity, and exprefled their Chagrin 
with all the Vvvacity peculiar to Men of their 
Qtder*. ■ 

Philip having refolvcd to go into Spain^ as 
the principal Part of his Dominions, and from 
whence H^ believed He could moft commodi- 
oufly govern the Reft which were very wide- 
ly disjoined, the Queftion was, to whom He 
fliould commit the Government of theZ^w; 
Countrtes^ 'lis faid He was at firft unrelolved if 

He 
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He ihould trull: fo importanc an Employ to 
his Cofin Christiana, Dutchess 
of LoRRAiNEt or to Margaret 
Dutchess of Parma, who was, his 
Father's natural Dai%hter. But He foon re- 
fdved in Favour of the Latter, who was 
born in Flanders^ and whole Husband, the 
Duke of Parma and Placentia, bad a 
amfidtralk Eflate in the Milaneze^ Part of Phi- 
lifs Dominions in Italy \ befides which, She 
cffered to fend her Son Alexander to the Court 
of Spain. Tis added that the Prinoe oi Orange 
favoured the Dntchefs of Lor r aim: ^ wlxovrt 
Daughter he courted J which to a Prince r\ 
Thilips Complexion was Reafon enough K;r 
not giving the Employ in Queftion to that 
Vr]nct{s : and befides this He believed ihe 
Would be too much influenced by the 
King of France^ a Neighbour of Lorraine* It 
was in Conformity to the fame Politicks, 
that Philip hindered the Prince of Oranges 
Marriage with Chrifliands Daughter^ that his 
Power in Flanders might not be augmented 
by the Nearnefs of that Prince/is Territories. 
Thus the Government, in Appearance 
was placed in the Hands of the Dutchefs of 
Parma i but Gran velle, afterwards Car- 
dinal of that Name, newly created Archhijhop 
^ Maltnes^ had the abfclute Diredtion and 
Secret of Affiiirs. This was a Man of low 

C ExtraUion ; 
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Ertra^ion; his Father Nicholas Perhenot^ 
(^a) Sieur de Granvelley had advanced Himfelf 
by his Aiidrefs and blind Ohed.ence to the Or- 
dt^rs of Charles the /ft h^ to the Office cf Se^ 
cret^ry. He had a Share in the mod fccret 
Councils, and alrer having ferved his Prince 
with uncommon Vigilance, He left at his 
Death, the fame Employmeffts to his Son^ who 
was not lefs cunnhg than Hifmfelf, but more 
armhitionSy and enterprizhg. Uentivoglio, 
has left Us his Charafbcr in the following 
Words. * He was fays He, a Man that had 
learned under the Tuition cf his Fa- 
ther, and in tlie Management of the Secret 
Affairs of Charles, to govern abfoluteljy 
rather than content Himlcif with an Au- 
thority limited by Lav5 :« He had paffcd, adds 
He, from the Service of the Father^ to 
that of the Son^ and had been employed in 
the [ame Affairs^ >^ ith the jame Power. He 
was left with tlic Dutchess of Parma, as 
an Arbiter and DirtSor cf her ConduSty 
and He did not know how to moderate the 
Authority which the Kinq gave Him Leave 
to affume : He was naturally bauthtyy and 
cholerickj with a Behaviour more proper for' 
a Layman^ than an Ecclefiaftick , He lavtd 



(a) ^e CfotlHS Lib. i*. V^jfftl. 
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to make an Oftcntathn of hi* Credit with 
the King father than to hide It ; and to 
ap{)ear fuperior to all the World, without 
giving Himlelf any Pain about the Op- 
pofltioA he might meet with, or the Envy 
that it might draw on Him ; and This in 
a mariner, that was rather imperhus than 
modi^ft. 

It is eafy to imagine, that the Prince of 
Orange'^ and Count Egwont could very hardly 
brook a Man of this Difpofition : He had 
likewife offended Philip of MoNTMORANcr 
Count Horn, whom he had hindred 
from obtaining the Government of Gelder^ 
la^d^ to which he afpired. Complaints be- 
gan to be made of Him, by all Sorts of 
Perfons, who couW not bear that a Jjngl& 
Stranger fliouid govern atl^ and trample 
upon the Nobility fo outragioufly j 'twas 
every where loudly affirmed, that it was 
to bis Caftndl^ the Inqisition owed its 
Eflahlifiment i and the Complaints were 
oniverial, that he had not the lead Regaid 
to the Privtledges of the Country. 

The Seeds of Difcontent thus propaga- 
ted during the Minijlry of Granvelte^ broke 
out into a Flame under the Duke of 
Alva, whom Philip lent fome Time 
after into the Netherlands; where we fine* 
Him executing with a barbarous A^ivity 

C X the 
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the mod: rigid Commands of an wtjufi Ai^' 
winiftration^ with a Rage^ and f^ioUnce^ fo 
unprefidented, that he has been defcrvedly 
ftyled the moft Cruel of Mankind. 

The Provinces of Holland and 
Zealand, which had been for ieveral 
\Ages fubjedl: to the fame Prince^ were the 
Firft to unite Themfelves for the Support 
of their Libertyy by a particular Alliance 
in the Year if?^. (a) The Prince 
of Orange William of Nassau, 
Governor for the KtPfg of SPAIlf over 
thole Provinces^ was the Author of thia 
Treaty^ by which they invefted Him with 
the Jupream Authority^ to govern and con^ 
Ju£l Tbem^ in all Matters relating to the 
War; which they did not openly avoro 
to be againft the King of Spain^ but in 
Oppofition to the violent and ir^r/iyT? Govern- ^ 
ment of the Spaniards and Strangers. It is 
even laid in the eighth Article of the 
Princes Inftruftions, that his Excellency, 
in the Ki^^s Name^ as Countl of Holland 
and Zealand^ fliould adminifter ^n^/c^, by 
the provincial Council of the Court ^HolIand# 
It is no where pretended that the IVar 
was undertaken, for the fupport of the 
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Protefiant Religion againft the Topijh : Tho' 
indeed, the Ctmfiraint that was put upon 
the Confciences of the Reformed^ could not fail 
to weigh with Them, but the Vic lation 
of their civil Rights, was in all likelyhcod 
a . more powerful Motive, and indeed it is 
evident that the War was entered into, fcr 
the Defence of the common Liberty, and 
Priviledges of the Country, fince the 
Roman Catholicks engaged in It, e* 
qually with the Reformed. It was infinu- 
ated) however, in the Preamble to the 
Trinces Inftruftions, that It was neccflary 
to eftablifli a found Regulation of the Honour 
due to God, and the Trojfagation of his 
holy Word; and they go fomething farther 
in the fifteenth Article, where It is ftipula- 
la ted, * That as to what refpeds Religion, 
^ His Highness fhall admit and main*' 

* tain, the Ewrcife of the evangelical re- 
^ formed Religion^ and (hall fuperfede and a^ 

* iolijh the Exercife of all Religions contrary 
^ to the Gospel. Not permitting, how* 

* ever, that any Conftraint be put on Per^ 

* fons in Matters of Confcience^ or that the 

* lead Fexation^ Injury ^ or Damage he ef^ 

* fered to any One : Eftabliftiing further , 

* withrerpefttothe£x'^rri/^^/|f4>%/w, fuch 

* a Regulation, as fliall be conHftent with 

* lUe Utati of Affairs^ and of theC;/w, for 

Ci * the 
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• the greater Security and drnveniency §f the 

• People , preferving a due Regard for 

• the Honour of God. ' It will be eafily 
concluded, from^ the kmvm MoJeratm^f the 
Frince of Orange^ that He woukl not per- 
mit Them, to ufe the leaft Severity towards 
any dijfenting Body : It fecmed but reafona- 
ble that as no One was difquieted in the 
Tra£lice of his Religiotiy the Reformed, 
who made the /or greater Uumher^ and were 
Mafiers of the Country, fliould have tly 
Churches tor the Ufe of their Own- 

The Example of thefe two Provinces, 
drew fcvcral others to Unite, who at laft 
cntred into an Alliance with Holland and 
Zealand^ which is called the Pacification 
of Ghent, from being conducted in that 
Town. But feveral of thefe Provinces fella* 
gain un.^cr the Spanifh Jurifdiilien. Thofe who 
I re(e! ved their Lilerty, are, GELDERLANDy 
ccmprelundingthe COVt^Tof ZVlPHEtf; 
HOLLAND, with WEST FRIEZEL^^ND; 
ZEALAND, VTRECffT, FRIZELaND, 
OyERISSEL; and GRONINGfJEN, which 
fakes in the OMiHELAHDSy a Country fitur 
ated between the Rivers Ems, and Lawer. 
Thefe Trevinces entered into a very ftrift 
AllzAMey on the jd of January 1579,' {a) 



which 
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which is called the Union of Utrecht^ 
and gave Birth to the Commomvealth of the 
Vnited Pravinces. There is likewife a grqat 
deal of Moderation obferved in this Treaty 
with Refpefl: to ReligioHy fince each Province 
referves to HcrfeU, the Liherty of regulating 
ecdefiaflical ^airs^ within her refpedive Juriy 
ii^ion- (a) Tbcy had Rcafon to order as They 
did, that the reformed Religion fliould be the 
predominant, and that Thofe only^ Who were 
Menib^rs of It, ihould be capable of hearing 
Offices in the State: But They declare ac 
the fame Time againft Perfecution^ and in-* 
vite other Provinces to join Them, with 
an exprefs Declaration, that they iliould be 
left at Liberty to exercife the Religion 
pf Rome if They thought fit. It would nei- 
<her have been Jecenty nor confident with 
natural Equity , and Prudence^ for thofe 
who had lufFered fo much under the Perfe- 
cutiuns of Alva, to fet up a Trihunal in 
Holland parallel to That from which they 
fled J nor to patronize a murdering Xeal^ 
the Effeds of which they had felt fo fe- 
verely : And in conformity to This, They 
refolved not only to tcUerate the Roman 
Catholicks, hut all dther Sectaries like-* 
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v>ifey and inftead of employing Kre and 
faggot\ to attempt their Converfion by 
Examples of ModerUtion and Humanity. 

This Confederacy made War upon thr 
Spaniards more than two Years, without 
naming a Renunciation of their OheJience to 
the /"/ig (?/ 5/tfi/»^ till in if 81, (a) 
the Vnited Provinces^ by a folemn Edift of 
the twentieth of J^nuary^ made an Abdi- 
cation of Philip the id, whom they 
delare to have forfeited ail lUfrht to the Sor 
vereigfity of the Low Countries : The States 
General there defcribe very well, the 
Duties of the Sovereign, and the In^ 
fringements which had been made on their 
Pnvi!ed^e% by the KitJ^ of Spain. This 
was their firft avowed Attempt for Liher^ 
/y, which they had almoft loft in the &- 
quel^ and the Prelervation of It, appears by 
the Hiftory of thofe Times, to have been 
rather owing to divine Providence.^ than 
pither their Coura^e^ or good Condufi^ how 
pminent U eycr. ^ 

The United Provinces do not 
form pne Single Republick, but are 
Confederacy of feven difitnEi Sates, 
Each retaining her ptoper Sovereignty,' 



-^k>t 
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but united together, for their common and 
reciprocal Defence, to throw off the Yoke 
of Royalty , and maintain Themfelves 
in an hdefendancy of all other Fnxrs. 
Each of thefd Provinces contains fe- 
veral Towns, Who, as fo many little State 
polTe^ likewife within themfelves, feveral 
Parts of SffvereigH Tvvxr. Thus, as the 
States Qeneral , can neither make 
Feact nor War\ form AUiances, or levy 
Money upon the cm^edcrate Body of the 
Vnurn, without the exfnft Cmfat of each 
Province; neither have the Provin- 
cial States Power to conclude any 
Ope of thefe Points, without the maiiimeia 
Cmcurreinx of all the Towns, who have 
a Right to defute to their Assembly. 




Sect 




Sect. I. 
OF THE 



Town Government. 



^ H E Suprcam Juthority of the 
' Towns is lodged in their re- 
I fp(,£Hve Senates, or Town- 
I Councils. Each Cityhzs her 
f diftinft Laws, Cufloms, and 
' Priviledges. (a) The Number 

of Senators isnoitliefamein all the Cities; 

the Sevate of Amsterdam confifts o^ thirty fix 




(4) See the ^rand Priviliiie, or Dutch wa^M Ciart*, 
jrinted by MaRv of BuncqKuy, Addo 147^ 
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Memiers^ Part of whom have the DiredUoii 
of foii$kal AffaiiiSy and others the Admini- 
ftration of Juflkt. The Dignity ok Senator 19 
for Life, unlels foifcked by mate Adminiftra- 
tion, or given up by a vdontary R^natioa 
of fiargeihip, or a Removal of Habitation* 
Sir William fempk^ and after Him, Mimfiewr h 
Clercy are of Opinion, that the iSenate was 
formerly efefted by a Majgritj ^ all the Bur* 
g^ffifs of the Town J but that to avoid the Coo* 
iufion infeparabte irom large Ademblks, and 
I may add for other fecret Reafans, the Magis- 
trates of a certain (r/()F of Holland, (o or- 
dered the Bufinefs, that the People in a ge* 
nerai Aflcmbly give up their Rigitt of Elec^ 
tion; iincewhichTime the Senators have 
filled up all Vacancies in their own Body ; 
and this Example has been followed by all the 
other Towns of the Province. Monjkur B ^ * 
on the contrary tells us therie are no Traces; 
to ke found in the antient Chronicles of any 
f(ypular Ektiton^ and that William the Mwk of 
E^mont who fpeaks fo often of the Town Coanr 
eils of Holland, and thofe that governed 
Them in the twelve and ihirtt enth Centuries, 
makes no Mention of this Prhiledge of tl^e 
People* It is not very materi^al ior us to 
afcertain which of thefe Opinions is true. 
PoffiWy the firft 15 (a, and Mon/^^nr ^ * * 
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may have thought it prudent to own the latr 
ter^ rather than appear to favour a Sentiment 
which feems to charge his Maflers with a con-^ 
fiderable Ufurpatton upon the Right of the 
Subjeft. But be this as it will, the Senate alone 
has at prefent the Power to fill up Vacancies, 
and du^ft all other Affairs with a fupream 
and ahjolute Authority, iMdependant of the 

Peofle; agreable to This the Burgomasters 
and ScHEpENs or Sheriffs of every City, are 
chofen by its refpeftive Senate ; the Firit are 
always part of its own Body, and to become 
Burgomafter, 'tis required to have ferved the 
Office of Sheriff. There are twelve Burgo^ 
tnafiers in Amfierdatn^ Four of whom have the 
Adminiftration of Affairs^ and are from thence 
called REIGNING or regent Burgomast- 
ers. Of thefe Three aie changed annually, 
and the Fourth continues in Funfidon a fecond 
Year to inftruft the new Comers. He like- 
wife prcfides for the firft Quarter, and then 
gives Place to his Colleagues^ who in the fam^ 
manner prefidq three Months alternatively, 
till the Year is finiflied ; which Method, 
though by Experience found inefFeftual for the 
Purpofe, was at firft very prudently eftabliflied 
with a Defign to prevent any fmgle PerfonV 
acquiring lco great an Authority, The Reg-t 

JNT BuR,GOMASTfRS ITCprefent t^cMAJESTY 

ff the G;iYERi^ME]S[T, gqd have really all thg 
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Force of it in their Hands. Their Salary to ap- 
pearance is inconfiderable indeed, but they 
have the ahfolute Difpofaloi all Pofts that be- 
come vacant during their Adminiftration, as 
well as of the publick Treasure and Re- 
venue of the tomu And to prevent all 
Contention and Animofity about the Dona- 
tion of Places, They generally agree that each 
of them in his Turn, mall difpofe abfblutely of 
all thofe that become vacant during the three 
Months that He is Trtfident. 

In Them is lodged the Power to admit 
Strands into the Freedom and Burgejhif of 
their Towns, and to hanljh thofe whom they 
think proper, without zny previous Procejs^ 
or afligniing any Caufe or Reafon for fo hard 
a Procedure. Nor can the p r o v i n ci^a l 
Court of Justice ifliie any Mandate againft 
fuch an Aft of Banifbment or Profcription ; 
neither does therein Reality lie any Appeal 
even to the States Themfelves j but when 
Complaints of this Nature have been brought 
before them, the Magifirates have found 
themfelves obliged in common Decency as 
well as Juftice to affign the Reafons that de- 
termined Them to fo great a Severity. 

However, as this may perhaps appear imr 
confiftent with the Liberty and Maxims of a 
RepubliciS} I ftaU cite the following Ex- 

amples 
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ftmples ffcm an Author^ who cannot be fuf* 
peded of Partiality. Co) 

* The Magistrates if Dort having id 
the Yeaf t6j6^ forbid certam Perlons 
to enter their City, Thefe addrefled 
the States, who ordered them, firft 
to obey the Magiflrates, and then per- 
mitted them to exhibit their C6ni- 
plaints. 

* Nine Years afterwards, the fame Town 
of Dort^ having baniihed two Brothers, 
MEisiiuRS Vander Myle, Thty de- 
manded Satisfa6lion from the States, 
who refolved to write to the Town of 
Dorty in order to be informed of the 
Fa<Sl, and to know what the Magifirates 
had to fjfferyhi^t they would proceed 
to reinftatc Them. 

* In lU<8, two Burgefles of Harlem 
having bften baniflied, they petitioned 
tht liig)9 Court cf Jufticey in order to be 
re-eftabh(bed in their Country , from 
whence, they feid, they had been un- 
jufUy expelled. The Town juftified her 
Condttdby 4 publick Writing, and upon 
this it was refolved, that thole, who for 

^ the Future, (bould upon fuch Occafions 



(if) Moniicut Btfy«4^^De(crLption Hiftonqnei&r,P.6u 
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* addrefe themfelves to the Court cf Jujike^ 
fltould be referred to the Staites of the 
Province, or to their Deputies aJln^ 

* term^ 'till the States (hould ademble. 
Thus far Monfieur Bafnage. But if the 

City Magiftrates are in fome Meafure obliged 
to juftity Afts cf Banifliment, there are 
other Kinds of Puniihment, and thofe too, 
out of the common Courfe of ordinary 
Juftice, which they inflia by Virtue of 
the Power derived from their Legijlative 
Capacity; without the leaft Reference to 
the States of the Frovince. Thus, at Amfier* 
Jam J in 1712, They informed me, the Bur-* 
GOMASTERs had very lately condemned an 
Advocate to perpetual Imprifonmenty for 
having defended his Client with too great 
a Liberty, in a Caufe that afleded the Itu 
terefi and Authority of the 6on)ernwent. Per- 
haps the candid and impartial Reader,^ will 
interpret the Behaviour of that unhappy 
Pleader, into an honefl Boldnefsy rather than 
too licentious a Freedom j but fuppofing the 
worft, 'tis hard to imagine any Degree of 
Ulerty of Speech^ ufed at the Bar, that 
could deferve lb levere a Treatment, utter- 
ly inconfiftent with that Modejly that ought 
always to be obferved in the Government of 
Ritmhlicky as well as the natural Freedom of 
^nkind. 

The 
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The Difpofition of the Duilick Money is re- 
gulated by a Majority of tne Burgomajiers /?e- 
gfir/x, who are the only Judges ot what is for 
the Advantc^Cy Safety^ or Magnificeme of the 
City. But this is not all ; They demand a pre- 
vious Communication of all Trofofitiom that 
are defigned for the Delikration of tlie Senate^ 
which They either rejeft or accept, as they 
think proper ; for thefe Gentlemen claim a 
Priviledge of judging of the Fttnefs of all Sub- 
jf 61:5, ot which there is a notable Inftance in 
the Perfon of William the Second Prince of 
Orange y upon the Refufal the Town o^ Awfler^ 
Jam made to admit Him to an Audience in full 
Senate* 

* If sny Perfon, fay They^ has a Prop: fition 

* of Importance to make, and demands Au- 

* dience of the Senate, the Law direds that 

* He fliould addrefs tiimfelf to the Burgo^ 

* mafterSy and make them acquainted with Us 

* ♦ Dejigny that they may judge whether the Audi-' 

* ence ought to he granted or not. 

From this previous Communication of 
Affairs to the Burgomafters, it is in a manner 
evidc^nt that they are virtually Mafters of 
every thing that relates to the City indepen- 
dantly of the Senate ; fince they have it in 
their Power ahfolutely to rejeH whatfoever dif 
pleafes them^ and will certainly never bring a 
Point inio Debate when They are not fure 

to 
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to carry the Queftion, The Town Councils of 
£&//tf»rfareofa very antieqt Inftitution. Even 
in the time of the Counts there was a Set of 
Men in every City, elevated to a certain De^ 
gree above their Neighbours^ who had an Eye 
to the Security of the Government^ and regula- 
ted the Taxes that were levied for the Service 
of the Puhlich The Authority of t hefe Coun- 
cils was very much ftrengthned by Charles 
V. in his perpetual EJiii of 1540, where that 
great Emperor ordains that in their Eledipns 
no Regard Ihould be had to Confanguinity^ 
or other private Motives; but that Perfons 
fliould be chofen eminent either for Birth 
ot Merit; ind that inftcad of preferring 
Men that would incur the Contempt of 
the Feople by any Weaknefs in their Con- 
duft, they fliould even depofe fuch after they 
were ele^ed. How far thefe Diredions con*- 
tinue to be complied with, and what Influence 
the Senate, or rather the Burgomafiers of A^-^ 
flerdam^ may be fuppofed to have upon the 
Afiairs of the united Provinces^ will probably 
fall again under our Coofideration in the Se« 
quel of this Difcourfe. 

. The ScHEPEisis or Sheriffs make the chief 
Court of Juftice in each City. In Amfter-- 
dan$ there are nine, of whom feven are 
ele£i:ed annually^ and two remain a fecond 
Year as in the Inftance of the Burgomafierr. 

D Fo 
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For this EleHim the Settdte names foatHtti 
Pcrfons, of whom the Burgomafleir$ chirfe 
Seven j and is thofe have the Direc^icnfi <rf 
Political Affairs, fo the Sheriffs have the 
Adminiftration of Juftice, both Civil and 
Criminal: But before they cofkieniQ a 
Perfon to Death, they aJwiays «sk the Ad- 
vice of their Burgomafters upon the Merits 
of the Caufe, without beifig obliged, how- 
ever^ to acquiefce in their Opinion, and 
they fdmetimes give Judgment contrtiry to 
It: But there hes an At)peal from thdr 
Sentence, as well in criminal ds chfil Canfes^ 
to the high Court of the Pfovhtct* 

Where the Punifliment is capital ^ not only 
the Proof of the Crime is Required to be ex- 
treamly evident, but the Prisoner Hhnfelf 
rauft confefs it. Indeed, they imploy the 
Wreck and other Tortures,in order to ^xt<srt 
Confeflion, which hunlan Nature can vety 
hardly bear up againft: Yet fome there 
have been who have fufi^ed all the Pains 
tliey could inflid with wonderful Gonftan- 
cy. And upon this Occafioh, the Reader 
will not be dipleafed if I give him a ihort 
Story which every Traveller is told in Hol^ 
land^ of a notorious Ddinquent, named Ja« 
QUEs or Jacquoj who from the Variety 
of his Offences, his behaviour upon his 
Tryal, and his Refolutionin bearing every 

Torture 
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Torture without: owning any Thing, became 
the Subje6t of all Converfatioo. The late 
Czar of Muscovy was then at Amjierdam^ 
and tho' there was little Appearance of Suc- 
cefs, yet ambitious peihaps of prevailing by 
his Eloquence^ Where the Wnck Ijiad been in- 
^ffedual J he thought fit to vifit the Frifomr^ 
and promiied to intjercede for his Pardon, 
ufon condition H^, mnld confefs to Him* The 
Story ends thus^ that J aequo heard bis Ma- 
jesty attentively, and rhen ask'd liim. if Hq 
could keep a Secret? To which the Czar 
having anfwered, Tesi the other replied, So 
can lico^ and turned .a Way immediately. The 
R(k^er will be apt to Mfifli him his Pardoti^ but 
hii Crimes weceof fp heinous a Nature, and 
So £ully proved, that the M^giftratfs c^ifpenfed 
with' his Confeflion, aiid brol^e through the 
ordit^tity Methods of Juftice to execute Him. 
The &t^ioH of SMriffs is mjinagpd pretty 
mirch in the famiei manner in all the Cities of 
Holland^ except Better dam^ where thcMemiers 
of the Senate draw Lats wIk) fli^aU ele(3: Thera. 
I muft not omit to mention anothpr 
Conrt of Juftice^ infariour tp tb?i: of the 
SchejpenSy which feems ejctreamly wejl cal- 
culated for tfae.Eafe and ReM of the Sub- 
jedt. This Board conftfts of eight or Ten 
Members, ftilcd Peace^makers,: who ara 
generally, joung "^cmlemcnoS tiie Cii£y»:-With 

H % one 
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one experienced Magiflrafd at the Head of 
them. They take Cognifance of civil Caufes; 
to the Amount of a certain Sum, which I 
think, is about Fifty Pounds Sterling. The 
Method of proceeding ,is by Way of Cita^ 
Hon. Tiie Creditor Summons his Debtor to 
appear ; and after the Fa£t has been ftated^ 
and both W^j heard, the Peace-makers deter- 
mine" what ought to be done, and order 
the Parties to comply with It; but there 
lies an Appeal from their Decifion to the 
Schepem. 

After the Burgomafters^ the Office of greateft 
Weight, and Authority in the Cities, is that 

cfScHouT, or Bailiff. This Perfon is ea- 
trufted with the Government of the feveral 
Hospitals: the Orfhaists, Lunaticks, 
and other Poor^ are committed to his Care j 
and He alone appoints th» Manager s^ and 
^ Infpeiiors of thefe poor People. It is bis Bufi- 
neis to prevent all diforders in the Town: 
He only receives Informations y takes cogni'- 
fame of all Crimes^ leizes and commits the 
Offenders to Prifon^ prolecutes Them before 
the Sheriffs^ and is charged with the Exe- 
cution (it the Sentence^ He has likemfe the 
Right of appealing from the Dicifion of the 
Sheriffs J to the Provincial high Courts when 
ever he thinks their Sentence too favourable 
to the ¥r if oner. He is, if I maj he allowed 

tbi 
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the ExpreffioHy the Fir ft Mini ft er of the Lmi 
and it is of the utmoft Imponance to the 
SuhjeSj That this O0ce fhoulci beexecaed 
by a Perfon of fVorth and Integrity : for as the 
Schouts are the only Officers whofe immedi- 
ate Duty it is to profecute Oflences of every 
Rind committed againft the civil Ma^iftrate^ 
fo it is notorious that they often exerciS a Pri- 
viledge of commuting with Offenders^ eyen when 
the Crimes are of the hlackeft Dye ; and for 
Money ^ the Profecut ion /hall he dropped^ or i£ 
the Affair has taken Wind, the Indi^ment ihall 
be laid in fuch Terms as leave the Party Room 
toev«jde it: and by fvu:h PraQices, this Office 
is amongft the moft lucrative in the Country. 
It is impoflible this fliould efcape the Notice of 
the Senators J but as they may all expeft to be 
Schout in their Turns, they are contented to 
adt the Part of Jilent Ohfervers^ and wink at 
Praftices which muft one Day fill their own 
Coffers. I muft not omit one Regulation^ 
which at the fame Time that it is .highly ad- 
vantageous to this Officer, contributes very 
much to prcferve the puhlick. Peace. This is 
an Order of the Senate^ wliich I think pre- 
vails in every Town and Village of Holland^ 
that no Chyrurgeon (hall drefs a tVimndy without 
giving immediate Notice of it to the Schout; 
who is by this means, made acquainted with 
OVery Broil or Quarrel ; and as all Breaches of 

D 3 ,th 
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the Peace, (uch ssDuelii^gi ScMH/^thetf^aichj 
beating up a licenced Bordel, breaking Wtn- 
dsws, &c. are all punifbaBle in the fame miui- 
ner as Pi^ering, by irandlr^ ot whipping upon 
a pHhlick Scaffold^ if ihe Sthmt pfol«cnt«s 
With Rigour, People are vety cautious bow 
they ofrcnd, and bring thetnfelves under a 
Ncceflity of compomdinp 

Every Town has kiretzl fu^Uern C^rs, 
of whom the Principal are the Pensionary, 
and the Receiver general- "ThePei^fina- 
rj is always i Lawyer^ and ought to be pef- 
fe£tly acquainted with the Ordinances and 
Cuftoms of his City, of which He is the 
Mouth on all publick Oadifions. It is his Bufi- 
nefs to defend the Right of his Town ftgainft 
the Prefenfions of her i^ei^hm&s^ and He may 
be very properly ftil'd thsfirji Mmfler of the 
Sepite Tlie Recchir geiieral disbuf fes accor- 
ding to Or^er from the Eegettt Burgmafifr^. 




Sect 




Sect, II. 

O F T H E 

Provincial Government* 




E have already faid, that each 
of the feven Provinces is ^bfo- 
lute ^iHrtk of Haie\(, re- 
taiatpg a Jifiitt^ and fejmratt 
Sovereignty indepeadant 
of the other Members of the • 
Union* The Sufream Authority is lodged 
in the fd^ited Body of the Deputies of the 
Nobility and the Towns; who are ac- 
cordingly invefted with the Power of en- 
ailing Lam i of making War and Peace^ 
as far as regards their own frovime j coin- 
ing yWbff^; levying Taxes; raifing Soldiers; 
creating and conferring Offices; and alltho 
other branches o^ahjokte ^r\d Jovereign Poa>er, 
Each 
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Each Prmime direits the exterhr Govermma 
of the Church j regulates the Model of 
publick Worihipj and keeps ? watchful 
Eye over the Conduft of Her Symiis and 
Ckrg) ; whofe Maintainance She provides hr, 
as well as for the BulJin^, and Bcfmrs of 
fhe Churches. 




O F T H ^ 

PllOVINCE of GelDERLAND, 

J HE ancient Sicambri (a) who 
I inhabited Zutften and the reft 
I of the Country now called 
J Gelderland, (ituated between 
I he MAizE and the Rhine, were the laft 
that fnbmitted to the ecver^r,e«t of the 
Romans, and the firft to (hake off their 
Yoke, upon the Decknfin of the Empire. 
CeUerlmJ was ercfted into an EarUom, in 

(^) <^uirf^pcaks thns of tia SiiMuhri, 
tic Tibi Jtlciot, ftterit tiarr^t Senitjirii 

•075, 
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1079, by the Emperor Henry the jd, 
in Favour of Qtho Count of Nassau; 
under which Title his Pofterity conti- 
nucd to govern It, 'till the Year. 1359, 
when It was made a Dutchy, by the Em* 
PEROR Lewis of Bavaria, in Favour of 
Renald of Nassau, firnamed the Red. 
It would be the Bufinefs of a gemral Hifiih 
rian to take notice of the feveral Revolu- 
tions that may have happened, and the Ac- 
quifitions that have been made from Time to 
Time by the feveral Princes who have been 
at the Head of this Province. 

Gelderland, fuch as it is at preient, 
is compofed "'of fthree Quarters ; Nimeghen^ 
Zutphen^ and Arnheim of the Velaw. The 
Fourth, called the high ^uarter^ containing 
the Towns of GelJery Fetilo^ and Ruremtmdey 
remained fubjeft to the King of Spain 
by the Treaty of Munster, and after 
feveral Revolutions, Venlo, with the great- 
efl: Parr of the Country was lately given 
up to the States General, at the fame 
Time that Gelder was yieldai to the King 
of Prussia, and Ruremond with all itsDe- 
pendancies, referved to the Emperor.* The 
firft Quarter contains the Towns ofNimeghcffj 



* Sec the 18th Article of the Barrier Treaty," conoluded 
^tAtttw^rfy in 1715, 

Tiel 
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Tiel and Bommel ; in the feoand are thole of 
Zutphen^ Daeslerg^ Doetechem, Zachemy Groll^ 
&c. and the Third has Arnbeimj Hardermke^ 
Wageninghen, Hattem^ and Elhourgh^ all which 
have their diftin^ Forms of Government and 
particular Priviledges. 

Each Quarter has her own Aflembly, 
which confius of three Reprefentatives of the 
tfoiilityy and three for each Town ; whilft the 
Provincial States are compofed of two Depur 
ties from each Qijarter j One for the Towns, 
and the other on the Part of the Nobiliiy ; be- 
tween whom the Sovereignty of the Province 
is equally divided. The Court of Justice 
eftablilhed in the Town of Arnhei|4, con- 
venes the provincial Aflembly, and has a Power 
refembling that of the States Deputies in 
other Provinces. The three principal Towns, 
NimeghcH^ Zutph^Hy and Jrnheim^ convene the 
States of their own Diftrt^^s, and prefide in 
their rcfpe£Hve Aflemblies Nimeghen is a 
very antient Town, and a Fiefoi the Empire^ 
to wh^jm (he does Homage, and pays certain 
Acknowledgments. (/) 



r-r 



(«) Ncpejrcio, ha altra, Suggettione con IMmperio (& 
non ao9 picciola Ricooofcenza c'CirinODia di Tributo, e 
qucflo che ogni anno maoda per hoomo dfccfio a^l Aqttis 

frana un guanto pieno H pepe. Guicciard Pcrcrudono 
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Monsieur LE Clerc tells us the Bur- 
grave of NiMEGHEiq is born Frefident of the 
States oiGeUerland^ which is contf adifted by- 
others who fay he is cleded, and 'tis poffible 
the People may be amufed with fomething 
like an Eieftion, at moft ^ro Formay like 
that which we fee practiced at the Coro^ 
nation oi fome Sovereign Princes in Europe^ 
where the People are asked if they will have 
fuch aferfon for their King. The Town of 
Zutpheny fingly has an equal Right 6f mak- 
ing Ofeicers, and giving Places, with all 
the little Towns of her Diftria together. The 
Magiflracy is for Life in this Province j and the 
Notiiitj have tl)C Priviledge qf bearing Of- 
fices. 




OF THE 



Province of Holland, 



IAmertus in his Panegyrick to 
Maximian has given us a De- 
fcnption of Holland that an-? 
vm^vmrmm fwers extfeaixily well to the 
prdeat Conditio^ of a great Part of that 
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of that Province, (a) Your diviae Expediti- 
ons, fays He to that Emperor^ * have ettended 
^ to a Country fo extrcaiolj fnoifl and watry^ 
< that it can hardly be called Land. Both 

* Men and Beafts leave the Traces of their 

* Footfteps behind them j and run the 

* Hazard of /»it/«g as they walk. Thofe Parts 

* of the Country which feenj Vry and firm^ 
^ quake and tremble under your Feet j One 

* would think the Earth felt the Weight of 
^ the Man (he carries, and bent beneath the 

* Burthen Tis a floating Mafe, which being 

* fufpended is never fettled. The Sea waflies 

* its Chores j and the Waai, and Rhij^e en- 
^ fold and water it with Variety of Wind-* 
^ ings and Separations. Thus, Cjesar, your 
^ Troops were forced to make a Kind of Sea^ 
^ fight upon Land; and combat with the 

* Water as well as the Enemy. 

We have already faid that Holland 
was originally governed by Earls ; but who 
\Vas the firft of Thefe, and how the Succefljon 
was continued, or whether there was a re*, 
gular Succeffion or not, is extreamly difficult 
to determine. Mod Hiftorians agree that 
Charles the bald, gave the Earldom to 
Thipri, whom He brought at the Head of 



ia) pgncgyrid r^tcrQi 
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a numerous Army, in order to inftall bim in 
It ; and 'tis add^ that the fame Pcrfon was 
made Forester of Wasda in Zealand 
hy Lewis the German- (a) But Monfieur 
B** contefts both thefe Opinions, and tells 
Us that 'twas not the Cuft«m in the Time of 
CharUmagvt or his Grand fon Charles the haldy 
abfolutely to give away the Soveraignty of 
Provinces to thofe whom They eftabUftied in 
the Government of them. Thefe Princes fent 
thett Counts to do Juftice to the People, by 
patting the Laws in Execution ; and to de- 
fend Them from the Invafions of their Ene- 
mies ; and tho' they might fometimes con- 
tinue the Son of a deceafed Governor in his Fa- 
thers Employments, yet He was by no means 
Proprietor of the Country. 

ft is not confiftent with the Shortnefs of 
this Trad, nor is it indeed worth much Pains 
to determine who was the firft Soveraign Earl 
oi Holland. Whoever He was, his Power was 
extreamly limited, arid we are told He could 
not aflume the Governmient without the Con- 
fettt o£ the Ifohility and Peofkt whok Oath of 



(a'i Waida, certain Lands fo called from being fre- 

Sently coyered with Mud and Slime thrown npon Them by 
cmdations. Vase, i$ an old Frtnti Word which in certam 
ProTUMCS of FroHtt is ftill underftood to fignify Mud oc 
Slime. .<. • 

AU^iance 
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Allegiance was relative to that which the Count 
took for the Prefervation of their Priviledges. 
It is not long fince They fhewed a little Hill 
near Hemkirk^ upon which the old Cane- 
MARiANS ufed to mount the Earl of Holland 
on the Pay of his Inauguratidn^ and receive his 
Oath oi Government j which being repeated in 
all the confiderable Tow'ns of the Province, 
They then fenjt Him fuch a Tax, as they had 
thought fit to impofe uponThemfelves, which 
we may be fure was njioderate erioogh ' ; nor 
did They think ThemfelVej obliged to pa)r 
any Thing wjien their Earl did not refide' a* 
raongft Tuem. And thus the Hiftoriahs; of thiat 
Time taike.'notice that EikL^WiLiLiAM 
was eleflied King of the^RoUANs, arid Had a 
confiderable Share in the Infi^tgucs and I^i 
ticks of that Age, wa$ pbligea to cbnfte/into 
ffyUand from time to time, In order to receive 
his Keveque^ which foriieXities^refW^ 
pay in his AJbfence.. 'Itifey tell.ns of thr^ 
Cirf:i| mftanccs only ,^ ^^^ ^ authorized ' the 
Counti to demand eKttabifdiftai7 Supplies of 
the People. The frfi Was the Marriage 
ekher of their ChiidHHy thcix JSrothea^ orji^ 
fisrs ; thp/cf Oft J when any near Relation was 
madfi a Knioht, a Ceremsr^y \ih thofe .t^^y^ 
perfo/med witfh a great deal of Magniiicfiflce,j 
and laftiy when They were cittd to dttaidthe 
Empero.^ whofe Vaflals They were, 6ithelr 

in 
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in his Wars, or upon any other Occafion. In 
fuch Cafes not being able from their own Fund 
to fupport the necGflary Expence, They were 
obliged to have Recourfe to the Subje(^, wfaofe 
natural Fiercenefs of Temper and Hatred of 
Servitude being chertihed and im{voved by fo 
great a Liberty, the Government was upon ev- 
ery Occafion difturbed with Complaints and 
popular Commotions. 

But when the /Vm/vof of Holland became 
fubjeflt to the Dukes of BuRGUi^DY, Tbak 
Princes^ who could not be prefent in every 
Part of their Dominions, nor govern Them 
according to their diftind: Privitedges, were 
obliged to change the antient f ormofOovem- ' 
ment, and create two new Qfices in Holland^ 
one of which was that of City Count, 
which anfwers to the modern Schottt or Town-* 
Bailiff ; and the other that of the pro*- 
vincial Stadtholder, or Vice Gi3UNT> 
who took care of all Aflairs relating to the 
Soveraignty ; regulated the Ta^s^ end conve* 
ned the Provincial States when new ones were 
to be impeded. 

The Provincial Affemhly was not ipfittuted 
however till the Beginning of the fourteenth 
Century ; and then the Right of convening It 
Was entirely lodged in th^ St adt holder j^ho cal- 
led the Nobility and the Depnties of the prin- 
cipal Towns together^ and addrefled himfelf to 

them 
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them in the Name of his Ma(ler« But 'twas noc 
long before the States aflumed the Priviledge 
of adembling without the Interpofition of the 
Governor j whenever they had a mind to debate 
upon any Point of Importance. We find Wil- 
liam I. Prince oi Orange contefling this 
with Them in Right of his Matter Philip 26* 
The Prince affirmed that the States could 
not aflemble without his Order^ as StadtholJer 
of l\it King of Spain; to which they anfwered, 
that when new Taxes were to be impofed. 
the St aJt holder had indeed a Right to convene 
Them ,• but that upon all other Affairs, whed 
either former Lam were to be revifed^ the 
puhlick Accounts infpetledy or when any parti- 
cular Intereft of the Province required It, 
They, had a Right to sflemble upon the 
Citation of the Receiver^ or Advocate General 
of the Province^ which laft Charge anfwers to 
the modem poft of Grand Pen/mary. The 
Difpute was brought before the Dutchess of 
Parma, then Governess of the Nether- 
lands, who determined in Favour of the Fro^ 
vincCy in hopes without doubt to have foftned 
^the prcfentill Temper of the People ; but the 
prince obtained an Order from the fame Hand, 
forbidding the States to aflemble without his 
Permiflion j of which the Town of Dort im- 
mediately complained, and the Difpute was 
not terminated, when th€ tnfuing Troubles 
. deftroycd 



deftroyed the antient Form of Govern- 
ment, and introduced a new One, the 
Defcription of which, we are now entering 
upon. 

The States of Holland, confift of the 
Nobility, and ibtReprefentatives^ of thofe 
Towns which have a Right to depute to 
the ProFvincialAffimhly. U depends on the 
Nohles^ to fill up the Vacancies that hap- 
pen in their own Body, and to aug- 
ment their Number a$ They pleafc ; but 
to capacitate a Perfon for that Ele^i* 
on, he muft be poflefled of a Lordship, 
or a FiEFE Noble in the Prouinee* 
They have thQ fir/i Rank amongft the States^ 
and the firfi Vote of t^ineteen^ which de- 
termine the Refolutions of that Ajjemhly. 
They are undcrftood to give their Votes 
proprio Jure; and *tis to prefer ve that* 
Diftinftion, that the States inferc this 
Claufe in their Refolutions, (Jhe Lords, 
Chevaliers j The Deputies of the 
Towns, in the Name^ and on the Part 
of the Burgomasters and Regents of 
the faid Towns, confcnt^ &c) But not- 
withftandiog this, the whole Body of 
the Hobility have but one Voice, which 
is pronounced by ,the Grand Pensiona- 
ry, as Penfionarj of their Order They 

E poflels 
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poflefs Church and Abbey Lands to a' 
great Value ; Offc of tlieir Body is always 
a Deputy to the States General; They have 
a SecoftJ in the Council of State ; a Third in 
the Council of States Deputies^ where he is 
always Prepdent j Two more are Commifto* 
fiers of the Admiralties of Amjlerdant and 
Rotterdam; Two are Members of the 
high Court of Jujlice ; and for 50 Years 
paft, They have had Two more in the 
Diredion of the Eaft India Company; all 
which Employments are for Life. 

Whilft the Province of Holland remained 
under the Government of her Earls, even 
down to the Time of Philip the ad. The 
Towns which had a Right to depute to 
the provincial Aflembly, were only Six: 
Dort^ Harlem^ Delfts Leydeny Amflerdam^ 
and, Tergow; but in 1579, when the Z/w- 
on of Vtrecbt was formed, William Prince of 
Orange^ either for encouraging the Country 
the better to refift Spain^ or to eftablifii 
his own Authority, invited the fmall Towns 
to^ fend their Deputies to the Provincial 
Affemhly^ where all thofe who came were 
admitted, and dill retain that Priviledge. 
Thefe were, Roterdam^ Gornichemy Schedam^ 
Schoonhovin^ and the Bril/^ in South Hol- 
land: Horn J Enchuyfeny and Medenhlicky 

fituated according to the old Divifion of 

the 
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the Country^ in West Friesland : And 
Alkmaery Edatn^ Monikendam^ ahd Purrnnrentf 
io North Holx^and. The Diftinftion of 
[Feat and fmall Towns, is fo far kept up, 
lowever^ that in South Holland^ only the 
fevcn Firfl have a Right to depute to the 
A^emhly of the St at is General ; Gormhent^ 
Which is the Eighth^ deputing only to the 
Council of State; as Horn and Enchuyfed 
in iVeJl Friezland^ and Alkniaer in l<!orth 
Holland, are the only Towns in their re-* 
fpeaive Diftri(ft5, which fend their Memberjl 
to both thofe Aflemblies. Each City fends 
what Ntimber of Deputies ftie pleafes to 
the Provincial Aflembly, becaufe they 
have jointly but one Voice ; and the Ht- 
tle Town of Skedam or Turmurent ha^ as 
plenary a Right as thfe moft powerful, and 
oputent. 

The Petfons deputed by thfe (Cities td 
repreferit Them in the Provincial Aflembly 
muft be always takeri but of their re* 
fpcSftive Senates j there is conftstiltly a Bur^ 
gomafler at the Head of the Deputatioh> 
with the Penfionary and a Secretary of thd 
Towri, who are thofe, that in Conjunftion 
with the ifoiility^ repreferit the Sovereign^ 
tj of the Frovincii 

% % Id 
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In 1580 the States made a Refolution to 
admit no Perfon into their Aflembly, 
who was mt deputed hy the MagiftrateSy 
or the Town Coumilsi which, in my Opini- 
on implies a Doubt that fome other Power, 
// tnay he the Vnlted Body of the Ctti^ 
zens\ had a Right to depute; and this 
feems to juftify the Opinion of Sir William 
Temple, that the Right of EleSlions^ De^ 
putatiofiSy &c, was originally lodged in 
the People, (a) 

No Perfon can be a Member of this 
Aflembly, unlefs he is born in Hollandy 
Zealand, or the Provime of Vtrecht. All 
others are deemed Aliens^ and^ as fucb, 
excluded the Regency. Even Adts of Natu^ 
ralization do not capacitate a JPierfon to 
enjoy the Dignity of the Province; and 
becaufe Thofe who have been iji this 
Manner adopted Subjefts of the Repuhltck, 
have thought Themfelves juftly entituled 
to a Share in the Honours and Dig- 
flities of It^ and have often difputed their 
Pretentions with ^. great deal of Vigour, 
the States came to a Refolution, to infert 
in all A£te of Naturalization^ That The^ 



tmiim 



(a) Sec pag. 27, 
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are given ad Homres. This Exdufiofl is 
grounded on the Praftice of the old Ro^ 
mansy who frequently naturalized whole 
Cities^ as well as particular Perfons, but 
would not fuffer Them to have any Share 
in the Government of the Repullich The 
Children of Perfons fo adopted, had an 
equal Right, however, amongft the Ro^ 
mans^ with any other Member of the Com- 
monwealth ; and therefore the municipal 
Laws of fome particular Cities in Holland^ 
which exiude the Defcendants of Strangers 
for feveral Generations, from being Mem« 
bers of the Senate^ feem to Me unequitable, 
and as inconfiftent with the primitive and 
fundamental Maxims of the Repuhlick ^ as 
they are cunningly contrived to perpetuate 
th? Dignities and Authority of the City, 
in the fame Families j than which, nothing 
can be a greater Breach on the Lihrties^ and 
natural Fropertjf of the Sulje£l. 

The States of Holland enjoy an en* 
tire Liberty of Speech^ and are only refpon- 
fable for their Actions to the Town which 
deputes Them, without being liable to bo 
called ia Queftion by any Authority, or 
cited to appear before any Trihunal during 
the Time of their Seffion^ oxt any Caufe or 
Pretext whatfoever. They aflembk, accord-, 
iflg to ancient Cuft m., four TimesaYeat 
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ro fill up the vacant Offices that depend on 
Them, renew Grants, and confent to the 
Continuation of old Taxes, and the Impofi-r 
tion of pihers, for raifing fuch Supplies as 
play have been granted by their Deputies in 
the Staffs General y for the Service of the 
fubfequcnt Year, and the Prefervation of the 
pftion. But upon extraordinary Occafions, 
They meet as often as their Deputies in 
the Comil of Strife think fit tp conveqe 
them 

Each Member, at his firfl Appearance in 
the AfTerobly, is obliged to take an Oath ta 
piaintain the Rights^ Priviledges^ Immunities; 
Laws^ and Cujtoms of the Country j to give 
his Vote according to his Confcience^ for the 
common Happinefs and Prolperity of the 
province and the States, without Hatred^ 
or Affe£lion for the Interefi of any Town or 
Ferfon in particular ; to execute a}! Rejo^ 
lutioHSj Orders^ and CommifftonSy with Fide,* 
lity ; and to keep inviolallyy all Secrets 
^hat fhall be enjoined him. 

When Pods become vacant, that are in 
|:he Gift of l)\^ States of Holland^ the feveral 
Towns of the JProviiice, are particularly 
informed of It, that they may have Time 
to make an advantageous Choice, for the. 
Qood of the Pullicky of thofe that fhall fuc- 
cLQiit ^nd when the Thing comes to be de^ 

bated. 
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bated, if any Member of the Affemlly be a 
Candidat€j He is obliged to withdraw, that 
the Ddbate may be managed with greater 
Freedom ; and thpfe who are elefted muft 
fwear They have neither given nor promifed 
any thing to obtain their Employments. 

The GRAND Pensionary of Holland is 
the Pferfon who propofes the Subjedb of De- 
bate in this Aflembly, coUefts i\\t Suffrages of 
the nineteen Reprefentatives^ pronounces the 
Refblution, and didates the Terms in which 
it flaall be enregiftred. This Officer is properly 
the Minifter^ and Servant of the Province^ and 
as fuch takes Place helotx> the other Deputies^ 
tho' his Credit and Authority is much luperi- 
or to that of any other Member of tht State^ 
unlefs we except the Treasurer general 
with Regard to Domefiic Affairs He is in- 
deed obliged to refign his Commiflion every 
five Years, and there are perhaps in the Hifto- 
ryofthe Repullick^ two or three Inftances^ 
when the DemifTioa of the Penfionary has 
been accepted of: But this happens fo rarely, 
that we may venture to lay He is perpetual; 
and from thence arifes in^ia great meafure the 
Importance of this Miniftef, as well as from 
the Fundlions of his Office. The Penfionary 
has his Seat in all tt^ Courts of the Province ^ 
and ought always to be a Perfon perfedlly ac-» 
^uainted with her Intereftiy MaJftcc ot her 

E 4 Lmigi, 
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Laws^ and capable to illuflrate^ and explain 
upon the feveral Propofitions He makes to the 
States : whence it will happen that the Turn 
He gives to Affairs in ftating the ^ueftioHj 
fball often determine the Debate agreeable to 
his Sentiments, What ftill gives this Mnijier 
greater Weight, is a Priviledge of making a 
RemonjiraHce to the Aflembly even after the 
Debate is ended, and of refufing to conclude 
according to the Plurality of VoiceSy when He 
Judges the Refolution may be prejudicial to 
the Republick. As this Poft confers great Ho- 
nour and Authority, fo it is not without Dan- 
ger ,• efpecially, when there is a Stadt- 
HOLDER in the Country, and He happens 
to quarrel witk the States^ or fome of their 
Members ; ot which Olden Barnevelt, 
and MoNs. de Wit have beea terrible Ex- 
amples. The keeping of thtpublick RegiFterSy 
and x\\(t great Seal oitiit Province^ is entrufted 
to this Minifter : for which He hsfs a particu- 
lar ConTmiiilon. He is always a Msmkr in 
the Affembly oSth^ States general^ as a Depui 
ty ofMoIland. Grot lus, defines Him to be 
Fox puhlica Lihettatis \ prait [uadendo^ , coioor 
ponit Dijfidentcs. 



Of 
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Of the Council of State. 

AFTER the States of Holland, the 
*^ Court of greateft Authority is the pro- 
vincial Council of State j which con- 
fids of one Reprefentative of the Nchilityy 
One for each of the eight great Cities of South- 
Holland^ and Another for the three inferior 
Towns oiSchedam^ ScboonhovcH^ and the Br illy 
whom They chufe alternatively^ and change 
every two Yesirs. The Deputy of the Nobles 
bas a Commi/Iion conftituting Him fuch for 
three Vears, but He is ufually continued for 
Life, whilft Thofe of the Towns are gene- 
rally changed at the End of that Term. The 
grand Pe^fionary^ and the Secretary of the pro^ 
vincial States of Holland^ have their Seats in 
this Council j the Penfiouary has a Right to 
debate ; prppofes the Queftion, and torms 
the Con^lufion as in the Aflembly of the 
Sfates ; and the Setitetary draws up and regi- 
fters theRefolutionSt The Fundions of this 
Council are highly confiderably. She convenes 
the States of Holland^ and prepares Bufinefs 
for them ; executes all the Refolutions of that 
Aflembly ; fuperintends the Adminiftration of 
the Finances^ and hears Caufes that arife from 
Pifput^s bctw een the Farmers pf the publick 

Taxes, 
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Taxes, and Thofe that either refufe the Pay- 
ment of Them, or endeavour, in a fraudulent 
jjaanner to evade It. Upon thefe Occafions, 
and efpeciaily in Cafes of Frauds the Demand 
of the Fanner is ad Lihitum^ and generally 
moft exorbitant j proportioned rather to the 
Circumfiances of the Offender than the Confe- 
quence of the Offence j ' and the Council is un-t 
der a Rind of Neceflity of being favourable to 
the Plant iff^ that He may have no Pretence for de^ 
laying his Payments to the Receiver General of 
the Revenue. From hence arifes a greater Fa- 
cility in colle£t:ing the Inland Duties of Holland 
than can well be irnagined j for as no pru- 
dent Perfon will run Himfelf into the Poffi- 
bility of paying ^*thoufand Pounds^ or a much 
larger Sum, to fave (^we will ftippofe) the Du- 
tyoid. Barrel of Soap; (o every Man is care-r 
ful to have a Book of Rates in his Family ; to 
calculate exaftly what is the Farmers Pue^ 
and fend it him with the fame Care and Expe- 
dition, which is afterwards obferved in get- 
ing the Goods for which They have paid the 
Puty^ into their own Warehoufes. The Coun^ 
cil of State takes Cognisance of all fortified 
Towns and Garrifons that depend on the Pro^ 
vince of Holland; orders Reviews of the 4rmyy 
and puniflies Mutinies and other Crimes com- 
mitted by the Soldiery^ ShQ nominates the 
7(i\^n Majors^ ql tcr^fiedl Pl^ceSj^ aod difpofes 

of 
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of all fubaltern Q>mmiffions below the Rani? 
pf Captain. Her Members have a Right to fit 
with the States General ^ and upon Debates of 
Importancei the whole Board is there, but in 
the ulual Courfe of Bufinefs, only Two of 
them are prefent, who are fucceeded monthly 
by Two of their Colleagues. Thefe Gentle- 
men at their Admiffion into the Council, are 
obliged to fwear, that they have neither gn/w 
nqr profnifeJ any Things for their Employments^ 
find that they will give their Opihions accord- 
ing to their Conferences^ for the puhlick Good^ 
preferably to the Intereft of any particular 
Town, even of that which deputes Them^ 

There is a Court of the fame Nature in 
Uorth Holland^ confiding of Deputies from all 
the Towns in that Quarter, who are changed 
every two Years j and thefe two Councils 
meet annually in the Month of liovemhery 
to fettle in Conjun(9:ion with the Deputies of 
the States General^ what the Dutch ftile, /' 
Etat de la Guerre^ or, the necejfary Funds to 
he levied in the fuhfequent Tear for the Service 
of the A(mys The \Secretary of the North*. 
JHolland Council is always a Commiffioner of 
the Reyenne. 

There are in Holland two principal Cham:-, 
hers of Accompts^ of which the Firft is for the 
ancient Revenue of the Counts of Holland^^ 
that devolved on the States when, They 
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threw off their Allegiance to the Spaniardy 
compofed of four Miniflersj a Sollicitor^ two 
Auditors^ and a Secretary- Offices, that have 
always afforded aa honourable and lucrative 
Retreat, to thofe who were grown old in 
the more laborious Employments of the 
State, and had behaved themfelves with 
Prudence and Integrity. But as ih.^ States 
have now begun to fell the old Demefns of 
the Counts, this Chamber becotning ufe* 
iefs, will in all probability be laid afide. 
,The Stadtholders have always elefted 
the Members of this Board, from a double 
Nominaticn of the States. The other 
Chamber audites the Accompts of the ordi- 
nary Revenue^ and the extraordinary Taxes 
that are impofed in Time of War<:. There 
is a third Chamher of Accompts^ in North 
Holland^ compofed of Deputies from all the 
Towns of that Quarter. 

For the Adminiftration of jf«/?ice, there 
are two Cotjrts held at the Hague, called, 
the Court of Holland, and the High 
Council The Provinces of Holland and 
Zealand have been always fo ftriftly united, 
as to have but one common high Court of 
Juftice, and accordingly, That of Holland 
IS compofed of a TrTjiaent^ with eight Coun- 
Jellors of the Province^ and three for Zealand^ 
^ Sollkitor^ two Attcrn^js^ a Regiftcr^ and fix 

S(<;retaries i 
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Secretaries: and by a particular Agree- 
ment, Holland chufes the Trejident two Years, 
and Zealand^ the Third. 

But notwithftanding the ftrift Union that 
has fubfifled between thefe TrovimeSj They 
have frequently had Difputes concerning the 
Jarifdiilion of this Courts of a very high 
and delicate Nature. In 1656, Holland in- 
(ifted, That as the Courts of Jujlice had their 
Rcfidence in that Province^ She ought, con- 
fequently, to retain a fupream Authority 
over Them, with 4 Power either to extend 
or reflrain their Jurifdilliony and interdiil 
them the Cognifance of Affiiirs in which the 
Interejl (f the Sovereign mi^ht le concerned. 
But this was very warmly contefted by 
Zealand i and at laft It was agreed, that 
the* the Province of Holland was^ indeed, 
invefted with the Sovereign Power ^ yet She 
Ihould not be at Liberty to make any Al- 
teration in the Methods of adminiftring 
Jujlice already fctled between the two tro* 
vinceSy bccauie they had both mutually 
obliged themfelves to the obfervance of 
them, (d) This was not fo. well reconciled, 
however as to prevent future Difputes : And 
in 1674, CO ^"^ States of Holland came to 
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a Refolutiori to referve to Themfelves 
the Decifion of all Tolitkd Affairs^ as ^ro- 
ferly appertaining to the Duty of the Sove-^ 
reigHj in the fame manner that the Admi- 
niftration of Juftice fell naturally within the 
Authority and JurifdiSlion of the Courts* 
And this Refolution They have maintained, 
iiotwithflanding the feveral Remonftrances 
that haVe been made, both from the Courts^ 
and the Province of Zealand againft It- 

The Members ?of this Council are ex- 
cluded from being Magiflrates of Cities^ 
DireSors of the Trading Companies^ or 
enjoying any Pofly or other Salary^ thari 
that which is annexed to their Office; 
that They may be left free and un- 
biafTed, for the impartial Adminiftration 
of Juftice. The ISIobles of Holland are 
fubjeft to the Jurifdidtion of this Court^ 
before whom they plead in the firfk 
Inftance. The City Schouts or Bailiffs are 
likewife liable to be cited hither, and upon 
a Codiplaint They are fued by the Sol^ 
Jicitor ; but he has no Share in the Fines fet 
on Them, as They have ia^Thofe that 
are impofed on Delinquepts, convifted in 
their Refpcdive Cities. 

Appeals lie to this Court, from the Sctt^ 
tences of thtSheriffs^in the feveral Tbwhs^ 
of both Provinces, and She Judges in thef 

laft 



f 



laft Refort of all criminal CafeSy and of 
civil Caujes to a certain Sum, after which, 
there lies an Appeal to the High Coun^^ 
cil 

The High Council of Holland and 
^M/Wwas firftlnftituted in i;8t, inflead 
of the Grakd Council of Malines ; 
whither all Appeals had been carried in the 
kft Refort of Juftice, before the Separation 
of the Seven Provinces from the Spanijb 
Monarchy' But that Revolution being once 
effefted^ it was no longer pradicable for 
the Sobjefts of the States General to have 
Recourfe to a City in the Domination of 
Philip lly and this neceflitated the Prince 
of Orangey to cftablilh the Tribunal we are 
now Ipeaking of, to which he hoped the 
People of the Vnited Netherlands would all 
appeal^ as they had done before to that 
Malines t But in This, his' Highnefs was 
miftaken. The Provinces of Holland and 
Zealandy however, concuned in the Defign ; 
and accordingly the Court is compofed of 
a frefident with fix Counfelhrs for Holland^ 
and three for Zealand^ a Regi^ery and a 
SuhJUtutCy who are invefted with a very high 
and extenfive Jurifdihion* They judge 
peremptorily, and definitively of all Gales 
brought before Them, by an Appeal from 
ihQ Court of Holldftdy aikl gjlve Judgjement, 

"^ fron» 
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from which there is no farther Appeal^ ex- 
cept by way of Revi/toft^ or Remonfirance 
of Error j for which the States of Holland 
name five Commiffioners, who are added 
to the former Judges: But this Revifion 
is made upon the fame Proofs and Cir*^ 
cumftances that were before exhibited^ 
without permitting either Party to make 
frefli Allegations. 

I muft not finifli my Account of this 
TrovincCy without remarking the Lenity of 
the Law towards Debtors. Never was there 
fuch large Credit given to all forts of 
Perfons as in Holland^ and never any 
Country where fo few languifli in Prifon. 
In 1721, thofe confined for Debt in Am- 
sterdam were not more than five and 
Tvoentj. A trifling Number for a City which 
has, at leafl, as many trading People as 
London. The fame Lenity isobferved all over 
the Province, fi om whence, it is general^ 
ly, tho' fallely underftood, that the Dutch 
are naturally merciful, whereas they are, 
in reality fevere and rigid ; but their Laws^ 
in this Refpeft, are gentle indeed j and it may 
be, owe their Being to that cruel Difpofi- 
tion of the People, to which they arc in 
themfelves fo oppofite. For before it was» 
ena£iedy That the Creditor fhould fupport his 
Prifoner with a certain Allowance^ to tc fit led 

acctnrding 



{icccrding to the Tkafure of the Magifiratiy the. 
Prif4tnsv/tK crowded with miferahle Men as 
They are in England ; of which the State 
could not but take notice at laft, and from 
thence fell upon means to prevent the Lofs of 
io great a Number of Subjefts to the Puhlky by 
an wiufeful Detention^ And as thofe who owe but 
little, are fecured from chePerfecution of their* 
Creditors, hy the Uecejftty of maintaining Them iH 
Prifon* So thofe whofe Debts are large, have an 
effedtual method to avoid perpetuallmprijonweftt^ 
by conforming to the Lam relating ta Bank- 
rnpts. Whfen any Perfon acquaints the Mati^i'^ 
flrates with his Infolvencyy and liys before 
Them an exaft Account of his Circumftances, 
They immediately order the CommiJJionefs of 
Bankrupts to poffefs themfelves of his Efiate, 
and exempt bis Perfon from all Arrejls for fik 
Weeks ; which Time is allowed him lO com^^ 
pound with bis Creditors But if his Endea-* 
vouri prove ineflfedual, which feldom hap* 
pens when his Failure appears to be fairly 
owing to Lofles and Misfortunes, the Commit 
ftoners at the End of that Term fell his Eftat^^ 
and make a Dividend at an Average to theC^»- 
cerned; after whidi the Magiftrates acquit and 
exempt him from all Claims^ whether foreign of 
domeftic : Nor is it in the Power of any, or 
all of his Creditors, to hinder this when the 

Failure is not fraudulent. 

F Anothcif 
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Another Method of obtaining abfolute Free* 
dom in Holland^ ftill more expeditious than 
the Former, is for the Debtor to apply to the 
prcvmial high Court of JufiicCj reprefent hit 
Condition, and give up all he has upon Oath ; 
after which he is exempted as before from all 
future Claitns ; and is again free to undertake 
what ever Commerce He pleafes J But if the 
Bankrupcy be fraudulent, and the Dehor takes 
a falfe Oathj the Magiftrates are authorifed to 
punifli Him ad Lititumj even with Death 
J I tfelf, if They think fit. 

r will not take upon me, either to blame or 
approve this Facility with which the Party de-. 
Clares Himfelf a Bankrupt and obtains his DiC. 
charge. Certain it is, that fraudulent Bank^ 
rupcies are frequent enough in Holland ^^^Vi 
as other Countries ; and that we hear very 
feldom of any Perfon's fuffering capitally on 
that Account. But for the Lavo which directs 
the Creditor to maintain his Debtor in Prifon^ 
the good EfFe£ts of It are vifible upon the 
whole Communitj* I remember when the Bill 
for preventing /riW^«j ^rrejlsy&c. depended 
in Parliament^ one Argument brought againft 
it was, that it would deftroy the Credit given 
to the inferior People. But if we may con- 
clude from Experience, This will certainly be 
found without Foundation ; for ais I have ob- 
ferved above, tliere is no where fo much Cre- 
dit 
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dit giv^ to all Degrees of Perfons as in HoU 
landy tho* there be no fuch Thing as a per- 
fonal Arrcft, hfore the^ Party has heenftimmo* 
wd three times ; unlefe Oath can be made that 
He is about to fly the Count ry^ This Effedthel 
Law has indeed^ that every Man is obliged M 
take care of his Charafter. A dijfolute Perfori 
would not have any Credit in Holland ; and 
therefore all are under a Nfceflity of eftabliih- 
ihg a certain Degree of Reputation proportio- 
ned to their feveral Conditions ; or for Want 
of this to treferve at kafl a Weeks Wages before 
handj without which it would be impofliblO 
tofuWift 

If the iWe/W of treating Bankrupts in HoU 
/W be not perfeflr, ours in England is I think 
much lefc fo. In Holland the Expence of go- 
ing thro' an AQioi Bankry^cyj even before the 
high Court at the Hag/te^ is not above twenty 
Tomd Sterling ; with Vs It is fouf [core or a 
Hundred* In Holland the Magifirates are Jud-« 
ges of the Truth or Deceit of the Dehor ^ and 
ufc Him accordingly ; with Vs^ tho'the Com- 
smffiofiers are of Opinion that the Certificate 
ought to be allowed, the Creditors have it in 
their Power to hinder it j and this puts many 
upon Pra(3ices to make what they call 
two Thirds in tJumher and Value ^ that are 
ertreamly fraudulent and iniquitous. In Hoi-- 
landthsDe^ee oiPunifhment in Cafes of Frauds 

F X is 
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is left to the Magiftrate ; in England the Laa^ 
admits no Medium ^ but pronounces either 
Death or an Acquittal j which muft naturally 
make a Bankrupt doubly cautious in his Me- 
tliods of Secreting his Effcfts, and very often 
hinders his being detefted, through a certain 
Tendernefs which the Generality of Perfons 
have for another s Life^ who would perhaps 
appear againft Him were the Puniihment any 
Thing lefs than Capital, 

With Regard to perfonal Arrejl$^ our Law 
has indeed been lately foftned ; but furely 
there remains a further Reformation to be 
wilh'd for. Not only in Holland^ but in France^ 
Flanders , //j/y, the free Towns of Germany^ 
and I believe I may add every other Country 
except Great Britain and Ireland^ the Dehor 
is either maintained in Prifon by his Creditor y 
or difcharged upon givinftup his all In HoU 
land the Law is inexorable towards Criminals^ 
but indulgent \o Debtors ; we on the contrary 
are favourable to Delinquents of every Kind, 
and cruel even to Oppreffion where we have 
any Demand, This has long been a great and 
juft Reproach to Us amongft our Neighbours. 
ft may be faid without Partiality that England^ 
is a very generous Nation j It is remark^ by 
Foreigner sihsxtvtn our very Mohs are equi- 
table m their Proceedings. Fair Play is a 
rhrafe unknown to the Reft oi Europe ; yet in 

Countries 
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Couotries where no Man foregoes the Ad- 
vantage he has over his Enemy ; and where 
Forgivenefs is a Stranger, there is fUll far le(s 
Inhumanity praftifed towards Debtors than in 
England j who tho' ut^rtunatCi and iady indeed y 
in theDialeQ ofExchan^ Mley^ yet are not al- 
ways the wor^ Men in the Nation ; The Rea- 
son of our Behaviour in this Point is obvious 
enough. Every Creditor in England has the 
Authority of an Ahfolute Trince^ over his poor 
Servant the Dehtery and there are very few 
fit to govern. Phisick is neceflary to repell 
too great a Redundancy of Humours in tho 
BeJyt and the humajt Pmons will be retrained 
by nothing but voholejme Laws inforced by 
Power. The Legislative Body has th(»ight 
fie to make one Step towards a Cure of this 
national Difeafe, worthy the Reprefentathes of 
zgreatffree and generous People ; and I doubt 
not, but the Time is near when we fijall ^ill 
ail more in charaHer. 
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Province of Zealand. 



^EALA19D^ which now cbnfifts 
] of fo many Jjldnth^ is fuppofed, 
by leveral Writers, to have been 
' one intire Cmthent. But this 
Opinion feems improbable, be? 
becaufe it is not eaiy to Imagine, that the 
ScHELD, which makes fo Noble a Port" at 
Antwerp, has ever had any other Cotirie 
than that which it now holds, through thefe 
Jflands, to the Sea. But be this as it will, 
we are fure its Situation has for a long 
Time been very mu'cli the fame that It is at 
prcfent ; becaule when the Normans invad« 
ed Holland^ by, the feveral Branches cf the 
if/jiMf, which run into the i^orth Sea^ 
They poflelted Themfclves of the IJleo^Wal-, 
chere»t which is now^the lirgcfi; oF 2.eala«iiy 
and was at that Time fepaiated from the 

Wliat 
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What was the true Name of the old fnhahi- 
tants of this Country is another Subjed of 
Difpute amongft the Crir/a. Lemnius main* 
tains Them to be the fame with the old Mat* 
TiAci (;a) whom Tacitus makes near Neigh- 
bours to the Bataviy refemb]ing them very 
much in manners and Inclinations) except that 
the flhttiaci were more rohufi and iefs civilis*d» 
(f) And in Reality, as the RomaH Hiftorian pla- 
ces thefe People in the Neighbourhood of the 
Batavi^ a little nearer the Sea^ one would be apt 
to believe He had the Zealanders in his Viewj 
were k not that Pliny fpeaking of the fame 
People, places Them beyond the Rhine^ in a 
Situation that cannot poffibly anfwer to that 
oi Zealand. (J) And Tacitus Himfelf tells us, 
thatCuRTius RuFus discovered certain Sil- 
ver Mines in the Country of the Mattiaci^ 
upon which He employed the Roman Legion^^ 
tlw to little Purpofe : But 'tis certain ther^ 
never were any fuch in Zealand^ nor would 
CurtiHS have loft the leaft Time in fearching 
ior Silver Mines in fo marjhy a Country. 

It is not probable that Strangers would come 
•very far to inhabit fo bad a Soil, but the People 
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(c) lib. 31; 
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pf Holland who advanced from one Spot of 
Ground to another, as their Numbers encrea« 
fed, came gradually into thefe fenny Lands, and 
flerile fandy Deferts, which they cultivated 
with infinite Labour, the Eflfeft of Neceflity, 
fill at lafl^ by railing the Ground where it was 
too low, and making fome Places higher than 
the Reft, IJlands were infenfibly formed, 
which at once fecured Them from the Vio^ 
l^nctoi Inundations y and the Purfuits of their 
Enemies. This is the moft rational Account 
of the Formation of the IJles of Zealand^ nor 
will it appear at all improbable to thofe who 
have {Q^n Holland^ and obferved their manner 
of draining Land, and making good Ground 
out of bad ; a Thing done every Day in all 
the Parts of the Lo\» Counmes {a) 

Zealand^ is in many Refpefts a very power^ 
ful Province, whether we confider the Nature 
of her Situation equally proper for the Pro* 
motion and Security of Commerce ; the Large-r 
mk of her Fijhetiesy or the Number of her 
^eame^*^ 



Ca) This 16 done by cutting one or more Ponds or C|i- 
nai lo deep, as Co drain the circumjacent Marfh, at the 
fame Time that the Turf taken* out of the Canals, is di- 
^ributod round in Proportion as the Soil has Occa(ion to be 
ia^fecl J vbicb in ^wo Sumiperik bfcocpes $rm a (id ^ooil/uid. 
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She was for feveral Ages fabjeft with Hol- 
land to the feme Count» and fince They 
have had none, ihe has always chofen the 
{^Lvae Governor. It is opt long, fince one Cham- 
ber oF Accompts fuperlotended the Revenue of 
both Provinces, and at the Beginning of the 
Troubles, their States formed but one Af- 
iembly. The States of Zealand formerly 
confided of three Orders ; the Ckrg^ylfoiility^ 
and Touns. But the Reformation oi Religion 
deprived the Clergy of that Right, and the noble 
Families are all become extinSly or atleaft there 
is no Perfon who is a Member of the States by 
Virtue o( his Birth or any LorJjbip He may 
bold in the Province; fo that the Sovereignty 
is now devolved on the TownSy whofe Repre^ 
fentatives aflemble in the common Courfe of 
Buijqefs twice a Year, and extraordinarily as 
often gs their Deputies think fit to convene 
Then^. 

Willi a^ ^\v^ firft. Prince of Orange, bqr 
coming MAF^Quissof Terveer, and LoRoof 
Flushing, and Saint Martendyke, obr 
tained the Quality oi frft Nolle from the 
States^ with the Right of reprefenting, either 
in Perfon, or by Deputy, all the Nobility of 
the Province. His Pofterity have fucceeded Hirn 
in this £)igif//y, even down to the late King 
William III, tho' not by hereditary Right^ 
|)^tthro* the Gratitude oi the States, as lUon^ 

Jim 
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* 
* - » 

Jieur Wiquefort obferves, who cites their Refo- 
lution on this Subjeft. (/) 

But this Dignity being now extinft, the 
provincial Stales of Zealahd as was faid before, 
confift only of the Deputies of MidJlehurgh^ 
Zuritfeaj Goesy fole^ Fkijhing^ and terveer. 

The Council of State is compofed of 
one Deputy for each Town, who are chofen 
for Life ; and the Penfionary and Secretary of 
the Province have the fame Funftions at this 
fioard as Thofe of Holland in their refpeftivc 
Province ; the Government being in all Refpefts 
the fame, with Exception to the Perpetuity of 
the Members in the Council of State^ and that 
Thofe 6f Zealand are at the fame Time Com- 
miflioners of the provincial Court of Admiralty^ 
and as fuch take an Oath to the States General 

The C(TY Sheriffs of Zealand, deter- 
mine civil Caufes in the laft Refort, to a cer- 
tain Value, (h) after which there lies an Ap- 
peal to the high Court of Juflice in Holland ; 
and for the Atfairs of that part of Flanders 



\ i 



(«f) See the Proofs of hisHift. No. 8« 

(^)rn i«5«7. It was agreed that the Sheriffs of Middle^ 
^ufgh (houid jadgecf aIl.Cau(es without Limitation in the 
laft Refort. Thofe oiZurkfea^ Tergces^ and TerthoUn as far 
as 60 Florins; Thde c€ Flujking to 300, and Tholcof Ter- 
veer to 600, after which tti Appeal lies to tie high Cour^ 

•cf Juflice. ' 

. which 



which B confidered as a Couquefl of the G^«e- 
• rality, there is a Court c^Juftke confifting of a 
Trefidenty and e%ht Councelhrs j a Solicitor 
" Central, a Regiffety and a Receiver of the /?»«. 
The &<»/« 6tfwr<i/ center thefe Employments, 
and Appeals lie to them from the Judgmehtof 
the Court. •- « 

.'.lliB.Iieaiofi oLci/y /%/^r«/w, is mana^ 

ged in the fame manner in this Vrovinccy as in 
Bollavi. with Exception to fome few Towns, 
in Midalehrghy which for its Riches and ex- 
tenfivc Commerce, may juftly be efteemed 
the Oipital of ZeaUmtiy there are twelve 5«r-r 
geffesy called EleSorSy who are added to th^ 
Senatey and thefe conjointly make a double 
Nomination of fuch as they judgp proper for 
the Regencyy out of whom the Stadtholder or 
his Deputjy formerly chofe fuch as He thought 
fit i and fmce the Extinftion of that Office, 
the Right of Eleftion is devolved on the Town, 
Another Circumftance peculiar to Middle- 
Itifgh, is, that the Dignity of Senator is not 
for Life, fo that when the Magiftrates have 
finiihed the Time for which they were chofen. 
They return to a private Condition, till by a 
new Eleftion They are reftored to their for- 
mer Dignity. So wife a Caution has a very 
good Effeft on the Af&irs of Zealand, and is ve- 
ry worthy thelmitation of her Sifter /'/•tfwwM. 

Oi: 
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OF THE 

Province of Utrecht. 

n H E R E is a certain Variety in the 
1 antient Hifioty of the Province 
of Utrecht, that pleafes at the 
I &me time that It inftrufts. The 
Critics difier in their Opinions 
concerning the old Name of the Capital City. 
Some call ic Antonina, from its being 
found in the Itinerary of the £ m f e k o r 
Antoninus, (a) Beda and others, with 
more Probability name it Vilta-eurg j (^) 
but Alcuinus to whom the Life of Saint 
WiLLiBRORD is attributed, gives it the fapie 
Name that it bears at prefenc (f) 

Tmc data Pontifici eft traje^le SeJes in Vrh< 



' (a) Gnicc. Defcritt. de i Paefi tMffi. 

(b^ Vide Mabill. Aani:l. Bau^. 

(0 AUvinus is Viu St. WUh L. 3. 9pud Cini), U£iio- 
Dcs awiqa*. 

- TWs 
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^ This Pr o V iNCE has been under four feveral 
Dtminationsy and upon each Revolution the 
Methods of Gaverwnent have been altered O- 
rJginally She was incorporated with Frhxlandj 
and depended on the Dukes and Kings of 
that Province. In the fecond Inftance her Bi^* 
SHOPS becanie abfolute at Home and extend^ 
ed their Dominions into the neighbouring Pro^ 
vinces^ making the Welfare of the Subjed ful> 
fcrvient to their Ambition. In the third, 
Charles V. ftript the Bishop of his temporal 
Power ; broke thro' all the Liberties of the 
Province ; impofed a Governor upon the Peojle^ 
and obliged the Nobility to own Themfeivi^i 
Ms P'afals. And laftly, upon the Eftablilhment 
of the Republic of the united Provinces^ and the 
Reformation of Religion^ the Government took 
another Form, which It willbendw ourBufi^ 
nefsto defcribie. But the Reader will not be dif- 
plcafed if we poftpone this a little, to take a 
ihort View of the anticnt State of the Province 
under the feveral Governments above men« 
tioned. 

Pepin, whom the French Style Pepin d' 
Heristals, had no fooner formed the 
Defign of fecurbg the Crown of France 
to his Pofterity, than he refolvcd to pur- 
chafe the Clergy at any Expence. In 
this View, He not only fummoned a 
CouNcii, for the Renewal of Ealefiaflical 

Difciplinc^ 
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tfifciplifie^ but revived the old anriual Cu- 
ftom of convening the Eftates of the 
Kingdom, amongft whom. He now firft in^ 
troduced the Bishops and Abbots, who 
'till then had never been received in that 
Aflembly: Nor had the Commons whom 
they term in France, Je Tiers Etat^ any 
Right in this early Age, to fend tb&it 
Mefrefentatives to the Affemlly of the 
States J a Priviledge, They have fince car- 
ried to a very conAderab4e Height,; iho* 
it be now in a Manner loft again, or fo 
reduced and obicured at leaft, by the vaft 
Power acquired to that Crown during the 
Mioiftries of Richlieu and Mazarine, 
as to be, in reality, nothing but a Name. 

This Pewn having fobducd the Prisons^ 
and their Neighbours of the Province of U- 
TRECHT, reldvcdto attempt t\mr Converfieni 
and accordingly fent Mifionaries aroongft 
Them, one of wliom was Will ibrOro, who 
firft preached the Gospel at Utrecht ; (ji) 
and having afterwards received a new I^me^ 
and an extraordinary Miffton from Pope 
Sbrgius, (J) He became the iirft Bishop 



(a) See Batavia Sacra^ Lib. i« 

(b) Anno 696* 



of 
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of that City, wkh the Cpnfent and Ap- 
probation of Teptn^ who ereded it into an 
Epifcopal Seey in his Favour. 

Charles Martel, who obferved the 
feme Policy towards the Church , that 
Pepin had done; augmented the Revenue 
of the new Bijboprick of Vtrecht^ very con- 
fiderably; which continued to encreafe 
every Day, by the fuperftitious Liberality 
of the Peopky and the principal Lords i who 
did not forefee, when they made Donations 
of their ^qfie Lands to the Churchy that 
from being uncultivated and feemingly of 
little Value, they would be fo well iw- 
fraved in the Courfe of Time» as to 
enable the Bishop to ere£fc and maintain 
himfelf in a complicated Tyranny over 
. their Lives and Fortunes, as well as their 
Confciences. 

The NormanSy who invaded Holland^ a- 
bout the. latter End of the tenth Century^ 
made great Devaftations in this Province; 
burned the Capital^ ravaged the Country y and 
fpared neither the Clergy nor Churched. 
Some Time after which, Baldrick, the 
then Bijhopy who had a very great Afcen- 
dent over Otho I, rebuilt the Capital 
City J and if we may credit certain old Ver-t 

fes,: Utrecht was then made the Me- 
tro* 
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TKOPOLis of Holland, (a) This Bifio^t 
firft obtained the Right of Coining Money ^ 
from the Em^ror Otho 

AdElbold who had been Prrvy Coan- 
fellor to the Emperor Henry the ;d, wds \c 
clefted to the See of Utrecht, foon af- ; 
ter BatJrick, and carried his Pretentions 
much farther than any of his Predeceflois. i\ 
Hiftorians inform us, that he was theFirft \\ 
who extended his Territories by Force of 
Arms; but his Succeflbrs retained the 
fame Spirit; and' for near five hundred 
Years We read of nothing but fVar^ 
TjraJiy^ and Ferfecution: the two Firft 
arifing from the reftlefs Ambition with 
which thcfe Prelates were animated ; and 
the latter, from a narrow Spirited Monki^ 
Principle, aflifted by the grofs Superfti- 
tion and Ignorance of the Times. 

From the Year 1017 to 1524, there 
is not above one Bi[hop (of Thofe who 
were adive in their Stations) taken Noticj? 
of in all the Hiftory of fo long an InteryaJ, 
Isr having (hewed a due Regard to the Liber. 

(43 Detilque Baliricus Trxful ntva. mtnia firuxh, 
Ou^moiofubfiJtMtyjMxiliante Deo, 
Sic VlolUnienft Ttrra vtrattterotmt 
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ty and Priviledges of the People. This 
was Guy d'AvENEs, who had the Good- 
nefs to confirm the Priviledges of the Magi- 
(kracy of Utrecht, by gran ing them a very 
extenfive Ci&^r/^r which {till Subfifls. 

For a long Series of Years, the G^.r-* 
MAN Emperors had afifted the Bxsho s 
of Utrecht upon any Emergency, but 
the Time came, at laft, that Charles V, 
ever vigilant on fuch Occaftons, found ixa 
Opportunity of annexing this Bijhoprkk to 
the Hereditary Dominions of the Houlc 
of Austria. 

Henry of Bavaria was ckditd B/Jhopy 
by the Plurality of Voices in 1424, pre- 
ferably to a great Number of Competitors, 
but fcarce was he inflalled, e'er he began 
to exert his Power upon the Sef^atc of 
AmfierJam^ whom he cited before him upon 
Pretence of their permitti/ig clandelline 
Marriages, zM excommunicated them for 
their Non rAppearance. But the Senate in- 
ftead of fubmitting^ brought their Com- 
plaints h^OTQ, Charles V* then at MalineSy 
who annulled the Bijbofs Sentence, and 
declared the lExcommunication void, and 
contrary to the yberiies of the City, 
This was^ the Beginning of the Prelates 
Misfortunes.- The People of Utrecht, 
animated by thofe of AmfterJam^ and en- 

' G couraged 
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couraged, no doubt, by the 0?h?iviour of the 
Emperor y ftiut their Gates j received a Qar- 
rifon which the Duke of Gelder fcflt to 
their Afliftance, and declared Henry an 
Enemy to the Public* The Bjshop, on 
his Part took up Arms, and put xht Fro- 
vme to great Inccnvcniencies ; but his 
j4rryfy having deferred for want of Pay, He 
was reduced to have Recourfe to Charles 
the 5 ih, who refuled him his Afliftance, 
'fill He jlavijbly offued to refign the Save* 
reignty of Utrecht to Him^ with all its 
DepenJancies. This was a Temptation not 
to be withftoodj and a Treaty , was ac-, 
cordingly figned between the Prelate 
and the Emperors Minifters^ at Scboon-- 
hoven, in ifi?* But the Duke of Gel- 
DER and the Teople of Vtretcht being in- 
formed of a Bargain fo ignominious in it 
felf, and fo injurious to their Liberty, de- 
pofed the Bijhop^ elcfted another, and pre* 
pared to refift the Forces %hit Charles fhould 
fend to put the Treaty in Execution : Upon 
this a cruel War enfued, which was put 
an End to, by the Treachery of certain 
Inhabitants in Vtre^ht^ who, either poffef- 
ied by a falfe Point of Honour ^ and a 
hlameahle Loyalty for their former Bijbop^ 
or aftuated by the Hopes of Reward, 
opened a Gate to the fmferial For* 

CiSy 
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tes. (a) The Bishop immediately followed, 
and three Days afterwards, in a full Adem-^ 
bly of tlte Ckrzy and Ceuncily propoted the 
Ratification of his Agreement with the Em^ 
feror as a Thing abfolutely ncceflary. 
Their Opinion*, however, upon fo Me-* 
lancholy an Occafion, were very much 
divided; but the Town being full of Tra- 
tors and Enemies^ determined to Force d 
C0m»IiM€ey had it heen^ refufedi Ttie Af- 
fcmbly were at laft induced, the Dagger 
at their ThreatSy to Pafs an Ad for the 
Confirniation of the Treaty. But this 
was no fooner known, than difapproved 
of by all the World, and the Bishop, fell 
into fo nniverfal a Contempt, and became 
fo fenfible of it, that He abandoned his 
Diocejfhy And retired into Germany. 

The People, however, were extreamly 
unwilling to receive a new Mafter , by 
Virtue w fo fraudulent and unjuft a Con* 
tradh * But Charles little ufed to regard 
Complaints of the Subjeft when opprefled 
to his Intereft, entered the Province at the 
Head of his Army, took Pofleffion of Vtrecht^ 
depofed the Magifirates that did not con- 
cur in his Defigns, and abolilhed Part of 
their Priviledges, Amersforty and other 

(tf) Ex vetefis MS. Tra)ea. Bat. Sacra, p. 240. 

G a Towns 
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Towns of the Province underwent the fame 
Fate; and in 1534, the Emperor fetled 
Articles c f Vnm between the Provinces of 
Vtrecht and Holland^ by which, he^ or- 
dained that They fliould for the Future, 
be ftriftly united without Pofllbility of Se- 
paration, either by Contrail of Marriage; 
Sale^ or any other Agreeiticnt: And to 
render this Vnion mote perfeft, it is fur- 
ther provided, that both the Provifices 
fliould have one and the fame Governor ; that 
Sentences of Banifbrnent and other Piinifii- 
ments, givtn in one Province fhould hold^ 
Good in the other ; Infomuch, That a Cri» 
minal Baniftied from Holland^ fliould find 
no Afylum in the Province of Vtrecht^ and 
vice verfa; which Article continues llill in 
force. And laftly, The Emperor de- 
manded that thofe who were poflefled of 
Fifes in the Dependance of the Bijhoprick^ 
fliouid acknowledge that they held Them of 
Him, as Sovereign of the Province, fubfli« 
tuted in the Place of the Bishop. 

Thus Things were entirely altered under 
Charles the 5th, and upon thQ Reforma- 
tion of Religion, and the Defection of the 
Province from Spain^ in the Time of his. 
Son Philip II the Methods of Govern-^ 
ment, w^ere again changed, and received th« 
Form which they retain at prefent. 

The 
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The Sates of Utecht confift of three 
Orders; the Clergy, Nobility, and the 
Commons. The Deputies of the Clergy are 
tnkeo out of the five firft Chapters of the 
Cannons of the City, Who are at prefent 
Laymen^ that have bought thofe Places, 
and enjoy certain ecclefiaftical Revenues an- 
nexed to them. Thefc Deputies, who are 
Eight in Number , are called the EleSied^ 
and when a Vacancy happens amongft 
Them, the fown of Vtrecht has a Right 
to prefent Two of its Cannons to the 
ffoiilityj and the four fmall Towns, of whom 
they eled One. Four of the Cannons are 
ufually Noilesj tho there is no exprefs Law 
for that Purpofe. 

The Number of the Nobility who 
form the Second Order, is not fixed. 
They augment their Number with Confcnt 
of the other Orders, but there are feve- 
ral Conditions eflential to One that would 
be elected into this Body, the Principal of 
which are, that he mufl bring fuificient 
Proof of a nolle Decent^ that he poflefs a 
Lordjhip in the Province worth at leaft 
twenty five thoufand Florins, and that He 
be of the reformed Religion. 

The Third State is formed out of the 
the Senates of the five Towns which have 
a Right to depute to the Provincial Jffewh- 

G 3 ^ J 
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Ij ; the Town of Utrecht pretends how* 
ever, that the oth» Four have only a Ri^ 
to debate without Voting, (a) and ia Re- 
ality, Refolutions are o^n taken u{)on the 
Jingle Suffra^ of Vtrecbty tho' the reft do 
not concur. The Court oi $rJmary Dep$t' 
tiesj as they are Stilcd, is equivalent to thit 
Cm^cif of State in Hellfmdj and confifts of 
Four of the EleBed; four Ifohksy two 
Deputies of the Town of Vtrfcht^ who are 
the two Regent Burgomaften for the Tim^ 
being ; One for the Town of Amersfort^ 
and One for the other Three; who eleft their 
peputy alternatively^ evory four Months. 

The Senate of Utrecht is coiDpofed 
of forty PerfonSj concerning whofe Ele^ion, 
there have formerly been very great Dif- 
putcs. The Clergy and the NbEiLiTY, 
Iwd appropriated ilie Right of Eledliop to 
rhemfeives and always took Care that the 
President Burgomaster ihould be a 
Vclkman^ who by Virtue of bis j^^/i/y and 
fiank in th^ prervmtal Affetnhly ©f the States^ 
found it no hard Matter to extend his Au- 
tl^ority beyond that of bis Colleague^. The 
Tmn often complained of Tbis, but to no 
iPurpofe, 'till i6i8, wlien Prince Mau* 
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RTCi, then Guvcraor of the Province, went 
thither with ibmc De/mties of the iS/^/^i 
Generidy wnA tennintted the Difpute, in 
Qreftoce of the pnyvh^ial States of 
ZJiftictty 2nd the Ikputki of the Tai»H^ in 
^e following Manner. 

The Priviiedge which the Cler^ and N#4 
i////]r had hitherto enjoyed was taken away ; 
and it was Igreed, that of the frrty Memhen 
which then compoied the tawn Cwncil^ the 
PumcE ihould chnfe twenty. Probabhf Ho 
might bejealoasof theReft, at a Titne when 
the Difpotes about (?r^r^, and the kSm <A 
^arwveldt diWded Men's Afl^dliions* Tq 
Thofe the Magiftrates were to name forty 
more, Inhabitants ctf the Town, Men of good 
Circnmftanees, and of the reformed Religion. 
To Thefe/x/y Perfon^, the Prince as Sta£>^ 
tHOLPfiR ihould add Twepitj; andlaftly, from 
the whole Number of Foui fcore. He fhould 
chufc Forty^ who for the Time to come, 
fliould compofe^the Senate ; and liave a Pow» 
er to eM their Magiftrates, and fill up the 
Vacancies of their own Body, without being 
^ obliged to have One of the tfailes for their 
Preiident Burgomafler j and this Form^ has 
contuiued ever ftnce« 

Thei e is this Particular in the Government 
oftheCityof e//reci^/, that a F&rretgner who 
Has refided tin Tears in the Town, may be re^- 

G 4 ccivd 
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ceivf d into the Regency; and thofe who iare iom 
in the Province, are admitted after ^foc Tears. 
As on the other Hand, to be a Member oi the 
Colledge of Uohles^ a Cannm of Vtrechu or in' 
the Service of a for reign Prince^ are all Circum- 
ftances that exclude a Perfon from that Dig* 
nity. In the fame manner a Father and his 
£on; Brothers^ and Brother s-in^Law ; cannot 
be Members of the Council ^t the feme Time j 
nor niufl a Senator be in the lead concerned in 
collecting the Taxes^ or farming the public 
Revenues of the Tovirn. When there was a 
StadthoUery He had the Eleftion oi Mafffi^ 
rates upon a double Nomination of the Senate^ 
butfince the Death of William theTHiRD^ 
the Town has cxertifed that Priviledge. 

The ancient Bishops of Utrecht were, 
as we have feen, more intent on tlieir Conquefts^ 
and the Enlargement of their Dominions^ than 
anxious for the Encouragement of Arts and 
i/Sciemes^ Content to^ augment the Revenues 
of the' Church^^ They never thought of erect- 
ing zn Academy at Vtrecht; an Honour 
Ttpy left: to the new Republic^ which in 
163^. founded the University ot that 
Cityj and furniftied it with able Profeflbrs 
in all Faculties. The principal of thefehave 
been l^oetius^ who left his Name to his Dif 
fiples, in Oppofition 4:0 thofe of Cocc^iusj, 
With wii^m H^ had very great Difputes^ fts 
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well as With Des Cartes, whofe Phikfophy 
He decryed. After Him we may reckon his 
Son^ with JS«r>»^», and the celebrated GRiEvi- 
vs* Leusdbn, Leydecker, and Reland, 
are Names df great Reputation in the learned 
lyhrlJi and foai? of the prefent Members of 
this 4cademyi are Perfons of diftinguiflbed 
Abilities. 
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OF THE 



Province of Frizeland* 




IS T O R Y does not afford any 
Example of a People who have 
been more eminent Lovers of 
Liherty^ or that have aflertcd it 
with greater Bravery than the 
Prisons. Drusus, (^^f) however, having 
cut a Communication between the RhtKe 
and the Ijfel^ entred the Zuider-Zee With 
is Fleet ; And having furprized the 
People void of any Apprehenfion, the 



^a) Dio, Hift. Lt 4 and L^ 5.,?. 126, 128. 
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U^hok Nation was at once feized with a pa^ 
nick Fear^ and proved an eafy Conqueft to the 
Romans^ But Drusus being dead. They 
immediately threw off the Yok«, crucified the 
Keman TaX'GathererSf beat the Forces that 
Were (cot to reduce Them under the Com-^ 
inand of Apronius, and regained their an«^ 
cient Liberty with Irefli Acquifitions of Glory 
and Reputation- 

Their Embassadors who appeared at 
Rome in the Time of Nero, maintained the 
Honour of the Prwinci with a great Deal of 
Gallantry. Tacitus records the Names of 
thefe Embassadors (ji) who It feems \vere 
Men of very great Authority at Home, and 
behaved as fuch when at Rom. Being infor- 
med that It was the Cuftem for fmreign Mi^ 
nifiers in Alliance with the Empire^ to 
fit amongft.the Senators in Pompey's 
THEATRE J They took their Seats there likc-r 
wife, and a^rmed there was no Nation that 
had either more Courage, or good Faith^ than 
tile German^ 

\ After thii the Frizons enjoyed thei^L^ 
bertk( tor a long Series of Years, tho' often 

(«) A\}tor«j Verrito & M^Jorige qui natioacm ^aw teg?* 

bant in quantum Germani regnantiir. 
TaciuAnn.Ubk ij. Cb. 45. p. ^S. 

attacked 
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Attacked by^ die RmanSy who had a mtnd to 
fubduethcxn. 'SutinCHARLBMAcKE's 
their GovernHieat took another Form. 
Trime icduced, and nude Them Tributaries 
to France ; and as it was the Cuftom of that 
Time to fend Coukts, or Viceroys into 
the conquered frewnas^ Charlemagne e- 
ftabliAied one in Frizeland with the Titk 

of PoTESTAS. 

Forteman the tall was the firft that en- 
joyed this Dj^nity, who after having defea- 
ted the Saxons that came to pillage F//ztf/«»</; 
march'd with an Army of his Countrymen 
into Italy, where they perfwmed fo many 
gallant Aftions in Charlemagne's Service, that 
He penmtted ths frmnce to quarter a Demi' 
Bagle ia her Ariw, ^nd by ^ Decree in the 
Year 8oi, He declared Her free and exempt 
feom any Tribute f(W the Fuiure. 

A Paft of Frkehd became fubjedt to tlie 
House of Burqundy in the Time of Philip 
the Good, (a) but the Bulk of the frovhot 
continued to be governed by her Potefias down 
to the Time of Cbarhs V ,• and as the Bishops 
of Vtre<:bt were either eonten\ptible for their 
Sloth, or remarkaWc for their Ambition and 
Tywnny j the Chiefs of Frizrlamo on the 



(4) Aqno 1496. 
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contrary were generally noble and difmtere- 
fted' Affertors of the Rights and Freedom of the 
Suhjetl* One of Them having been folicita- 
ted by William Count of Holland, gnd 
King. of the Romans, to aflift him in ob- 
taining the Scvereigntyoii\xt Province y was fo 
£ar from complying pat He llruck a Medal in 
Dcteftation of the Propofal which bore this 
Infcription. 

SiXTUS SlAERDAMA POTESTAS Fr,ISI^. 

and on the Reverfe^ 

LiBERTAS PR^VALET AuRO. 

This was fo warmly rcfentcd by the King 
of the Romam^ that He entred Frizcland with 
n very confiderable Army, and beat Siarda^ 
wa-; but lofl his Life in a fecond Expedition 
againft the Potefias^ who lived to parry on the 
War feveral Years afterward under the Reign 
^of Florent. 

The Emperor Charles V. was more fuc- 
cefsfuJ in his Enterprizes upon Frizeland ; 
which he entirely reJuced in 151? j tho* 
with the Lofs of his General, John de 
Wassenaer, who had fignalized Himfelf in 
the Battle of Pa VI A, and was now killed before 
Sloten, which it feems was the laft Place 

la 
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in the Province that held out agiinft the 
Emperor. 

The Frisons recover d their Libertieshow* 
ever under Philip ad, by entring into the 
Confederacy of theTer^^if Provinces; and no- 
thing can be a ftronger Proof of their extream 
Love of Freedom, than that their Govern- 
OURS have never been able in the Courfe of 
fo many Ages, to enlarge their Power, or ac- 
quire greater Titles ; both which on the con- 
trary have declined by Degrees; whereas in 
other Countries it has been ufual enough to^ 
augment Them by gradual infen/ible Vfurpa- 
ttons on the Right ot the Subjeft. Their ftrft 
Governours were Kings, the fecond Dukes, 
and the Third ruled them under the Title of 
PoTESTAs. It is true indeed that They have, 
. lately made the Government ^ or the Stadt- 
HOLDERSHip of their Province Hereditary, 
but this was rather owing to Neceffity than 
Choice, for his late Majesty King Willi- 
am havingin 167$ managed certain Intrigues 
in order to obtain thtStaMolderfhip^ the Fri- 
zONS, apprehenfive It may be ot that Princes 
growing Power, refolved to perpetuate the 
Dignity of StadtkoUer in that Branch of the 
tJaJfau Family, which is fettled in the pro^ 
innce* 

They took at the fame Time however all 
imaginable Precautions for the Prefervation of 

their 
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their Privik^^ ; and amongft other Re- 
ftri^ons, thtStaMoUer is incapacitated to 
make any Purchafe in the Province ; gc at 
leaft when fuch an Acquifition is made, all 
Priviledges and Rights that may be depen- 
dant on the purchafed Lands are fufpended 
pr» Temfore, and revived again when the E- 
Aate changes Hands, and revolves to a pri- 
vate Family. 

But: not withftanding this, the StadtholJer 
has a veryoonfiderable Authority. He efedh 
the Magifirates of all the Towns, except Thofc 
of Letaoardin and FroHektr^ from a double IVo- 
mination of the Senates. He has his Salt in 
the Council of State of the UttitED Pro* 
viNCEs J and ft» fome Time after the grand 
Revolution, when this Dignity was yet 
in its Infancy, He difpofed of all mifi- 
tiry Preferments. But the States, agree- 
able to their old Cuftom of reducing the Pow- 
er of thdr GovernMirSy have fmce retrained 
this Priviledge to fuch Pofis only as ihaH be- 
come vac^t daring the Campaign. 

There are three Provinces, or at leaf! three 
I>iftria», which bare the Name of Trvzeland. 
The Firft governed by its own Pr'tnce, isEAsr 
Fri3elan&, Whofe Capkal is EMBotN. The 
fecond is West Frizeland, now vulgarly 
called North HoLtA^fl>, which formerly 

com- 
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a)tn{Hrehencied the Town of Amsterdam, 
and the third h That which bears the Name 
of the Province of Frizeland. 

Tiw prefent Fo rm of Government eilabliih. 
cd in this Pr&vmce is very particular. Fri ze* 
LAND confifts of four Quarters, three of which 
are OsTERGo, Westbrqo, Sevenwould, 
and the fourth is of the towns. On the Firft of 
thde depended eleven BaifywkkSf on the fe. 
cond Nine, and on the Third 7e». Each Bat- 
Ijwick, and each Citj^ fend Two Deputies, 
who together re|vefent the Sovereignty of 
the Province. When they are met in their 
General Affemhlyy they feparate Themfelves iii- 
t6 fonr CbamierSf Each of wMch chufes two 
Deputies, whom They term the little tJimher^ 
and 'tis to thefe Perfons, that all thofe addrefs 
Themfelves, who have any Thing that de- 
mands Recourfe to the States. The Nobles 
haveno Rank amongft the States of Frize- 
land, and indeed there are no Mamiours or 
Lordjhifs in the Trevince. The Court of 
States Deputies, coniifts of nine Perfons ; 
Two for each Qitarter of the Trwince, and 
Three on the Part of the Towns. Thofe of the 
Quarters are changed every Year in the ordi. 
nary Courfe, bat femetimes they are conti- 
nued by a frelh Commiffion ,• and the Town 



Deputies 
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Deputks hold their Employ for three Years. 
The two principal Towns of this Province arc 
LeuwarJemnd Faneker. The Firft is Capi- 
tal of OsTfiRSO, where refide the Court y the 
Council ofState^ and provincial Courts of Ju- 
ftice^ Faneker is the Caiital of Wes» 
TERGO, and has formerly been celebrated for 
htvVniverfity^ founded in 158 j. The Towns 
have all their Senates and Burgomaflers whofe 
Numbers are different. The high Court of 
Jujlice held at Leuwarden^ is invefted with 
a very great Authority, and coafifts of twelve 
CouncellorSy who are elefted by their refpecW 
tive Quarters, and introduced to their Fundi- 
ons, by the States Deputies^ to whom They 
take the cuftomary Oath of Office. She judges 
Sovereignly of all Crimes that incur corporal 
Punilhment, except fuch as regard the Ad- 
miralty, and the Army j and the States 
repofe h great a Confidence in the Decifions 
of this Courts that they never grant either 
Tardon or Reprieve^ to Thofe who lie un^der 
her Sentence. Appeals are brought hither 
irom tlic inferior Courts of » the Province^ 
which are determined according to the Statul^ 
Laws of Frizdand j and in Caufes purely civit^ 
tliere lies an Appeal from the Sentence ot the 
Court by way of Revifion. There are twa 
Methods of Revifion The firft is by Appeal 
to the fame Court letter informed; but in the 

mean 
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mean Time, the firft Sentence may be exe-^ 
cnted, provided the Party in whole Favour 
It is^ gives Security to pay the Sum in Que- 
flioo^ iftUfecandyerdiilgoesagainft Him. The! 
fecond, which is called the grand Revijion^ is 
made in the Nameof the5/^/^i^,whofe Deputies 
chufe Six Lawyers whom they conftitute 7?^-^ 
vifirsy Tiireeof the Prtyvince and three Stran^ 
gets 9 who meet at Leuwardin, , where a 
Member of the high Court delivers ihem a 
Copy of the frocefs fealed up, to be re-exami- 
necf upon the^iiwe Prot^s that were lefmre ex^ 
hibited. After the Revifors have given theif 
Opinions, the fame Member of the high Court 
produces a fecond fealed Paper^ with the /e- 
ferate Opinions of the Judges who affifled at 
the former Revifion j which being opened and 
confidered, the States Deputies form a Con- 
clufion from the Plurality of Opinions, as well 
of the former Judges, zs o f the prejerit Revifors } 
and this is declared to be the Sentence of the 
States of FrizEland* 
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OF THE 



Province of Overyssel. 




^^EnTSSEL is fituatedinthe 
Middle, between FrizehnJy Gel* 
derlandf the 'Z.ujier-'Zee, and 
the Country of Wejlfalia^ near 
whofe Borders the TJfcl takes 
its Rife, which watering this Province in 
her Courfe, receives the Rhine at Doeshrg, 
and afteruards empties her felf into the 
Znyder-Zee, oi the Fluvo Lacus of the 
Ancients- This Rivek. was originally called 
Sala, and thofe that lived on the Banks of 
it Saliens, who were, beyond all doubt, 
the People tliat firft inhabited the Pro- 
vince nf Ovesysel. Tacitus who had 
throi'ghly iludied the Cuftoms of Germa- 
ny, gives us an rdea of the Salien's Go- 
^ernment,vvhen tributary to the Romans. 
Their 
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Their Chief or General, had the Title 
of King ; but was elefted by the Pec^ 
pky {a) who retained feveral Parts of the 
Supream Power in their own Body; and a- 
mongft other Things, They had a Share 
in the Fines impofed on Criminals. 

Pars Mulct de Regl vel Civitati vindicaiur% 

The more important Affairs of the 
Government were debated in popular Af^ 
fimlliesy at which the Prkfts were prelcnr, 
whofe Duty it was to impofe Silence. 
Fach Chief had a Right to harangue 
the People ; who refpefted Him in Propor- 
tion to the Force of his Eloquencey or the 
Reputation He had acquired in military 
Affairs. They exprcfled their Approbation 
of what was faid, by clalhing their Wea- 
pons together in a martial Manner ^ and 
their Diflike by a confufeJ Murmur. 

For the Adminiftration of Ju/licej the 
Chiefs were ufed at certain Seafons, to 
take a Tour ; or, as we call it, a Circuifj to 
the feveral Towns of the Province^ attend- 
ed by a confiderable Number of Perfons, 
who, upon thefe Occafions, were aflbciated 



(<») Trincifn eJfguntur, - • - - fays Tacit uu 

H i to 
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to Them for the Difpenfatlon of Juftice and 
Equity, (tf} 

It is prefumed that the Sahqjje Law was 
firft framed by the People of tlmProvince^ im- 
mediately after they had fliook cfF their De- 
pendanceon the Romans* A Conft itut ion thzt 
has fince grown famous, from being received 
by the French, who confider it as one of the 
beft Supports of their Crown, which by this 
Law is limited to the Males of the Royal Fa-' 
wily. Pharamond is indeed named for 
the Inventor of It^ and It is particularly faid 
that He convened an Aflembly of the French 
Lords in 4x1, by whofe Afliftance it was 
compiled ; and the Obfervaticn of it after^ 
wards enforced by Clovis who drove the 
Rowapis out of Gauly and fucceeded Phara- 
mond in that Monarchy. But the very near 
Affinity between the Names, would I own 
be enough to make me conclude it an Infti- 
tution of the Saliens, efpecially as the Law 
has ever been, and is at prefent religioufly 
oblerved throughout the Province of Overyflel. 
(P) This Opinion is fortified by another Con- 
fideration, fuggeftedby Monsieur Basn age, 



(€) Centeni fingulis Comites Confiliam fimul & Aatho« 
ritas adfaQt Tac Germama, Cap. XIU* Pdge 546, 

{b) Vide 'funtusm 
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who has given the World a very learned Cruic 
on this Subjeft, (F) which is, that there are 
at leaft twenty dif^rent Claufes fcattered a- 
bout in the Body of the Salique Laiv^ which 
are fo many Statutes againft the dealing of 
Swine, iniomuch that the Prefervation of 
thoje Animalsy appears to have been one of the 
principal Intentions of the Legisl ato r, which 
could not have happjetfd had He lived in any 
other Country than Overyjfel or Weftfalia^ 
where the Hogs ftill continue to be the prin- 
cipal Riches of the Inhabitants, as they un- 
d(»ibtedly were at that Time. 

The Government fufl^red a very great 
Change under Charlemagne j who having 
conquered Germany, anne]f:ed Overyjfel and 
the neighbouring Provinces to his Dominions, 
and fent Them their feveral Dukes or Counts 
who ruled the People in his Name. Overyjfel^ 
in particular, had a Diflinft Governor for each 
of lier Diftrids, agreeable to the Obfervatioo 
of a Saxon Poet. 

Sed varus dtvija modis Plels omnis bahebat^ ' 
^upt Pagosy tot pane Duces. 



fT'^Kmtm'^m/'^^^'m^tm 



(() CNsfcriptioft hiftoriqae da Goyeroemenc dea Ffav!a«i 

H 3 Beddea 
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Befides their 6ra^rw/»rj, They had another 
Officer of very great Authority, who was 
termed Scultet, fuaji Schout, whofe 
Power \\ as equivalent to that of the Roman 
PRJETOR, or the modern City. Bailiff. They 
were in a manner, aflbciated to the Coimn for 
the Adminiftration of Juftice ; Nonpottfi ullui 
Comes quifhh regali Banno cognofcity legithnum 
hahere Judkiumfine fm Sculteto (ji^ 

OvERYssEL underwent another Revolu-* 
tion in the Time of Charles the Bald. 
This Prince having ma^e War upon the Em- 
peror LoTHAiRE, in Conjundion with his 
BrotherLEWis the Germany King of Bavaria, 
They applied Themfelves to the C/i?rgj^ to 
corroborate the Title which Conqueft had 

f;iven Them over the Emperors Dominions, 
t was the Cuftom of that Age for Princes to 
refign i\\Q\r Crowns to the Clergy ^ in order tore - 
?eive tlieni again with greater Luftre and Au. 
f bcrity. The Prieft in Gratitude for the Ho- 
nour done Him, employed his venerable Cbai. 
ra(3:er and the outfide of Religion to engage the 
People in a pailive Obedience. Agreeable to 
This, Charles and Lewis having convened 
?n Aflembly of Bijbops at Aix la Capelky The 

< | l | |l . l I . . ■ Wl ' . ' . . I .J H B^IMlll j ll .1 ^ I, ^ ^y I. — IMW— ^— 

(fl) Spe<nriii«i Saxofl. tib* i. Art. 50. <5» 5^t 

" • • Emperor 



BartL Illu&trata, ^r. 105 

J^PEROR LoTHAiRE was by them declared 
unworthy of the Countries his Father Lewis 
le Debonnaike had left Him. Receive fay 
They to the two Brothers, Receive the King^ 
4om hy the Authority of God ^ and govern it accord- 
ding t0 his WilL We advife^ exhort and com- 
mand you to do It* / 

In this Manner thefe Princes received 
frpm a Congregation of Prelates the Dona- 
tion of thote Countries which They werp 
already in PofTeflion of by Conqueft. 

The greater DiiBculty was how to di- 
vide the Spoil between themfelves; but 
It was at lafl agreed that Lewis fhould 
retain Bavaria, which was his old Patri- 
mony, with a part of Germany^ including 
bveryjfelj ani the Neighbouring Provinces. 
A Partition that has fince been the Occafion of 
feveral Quarrels j for Lothaire^ thus ftript 
of his Dominions, conftaatly maintained that 
the difmembred Provinces were always depen- 
dant on the Emperor and Empire^ from 
\yhence the Succeeding Emperors took fre- 
quent OpportMnities to revive their Pre- 
tentions to them. 

The Government of Overyjfel fuffcred a- 
nother Change, ftill more difadvantageous 
than the former, under the Bishops of 
Utrecht- Thefe Prelates^ though not 
abfolute Sovereigns of the whole Province^ 

H 4 had 
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bad got Pofleffion of a Part of It, which 
they not only ruled in a very tyranical 
Manner but were the Occafion of number- 
lefs Miurhiefs to the Prcrvince, from the In- 
veteracy of their Enemies ; who to revenge 
themfclvcs upon the Bijbop, were fure to 
malc^ cruel Inroads into the Country, to 
the Deftruftion of the People. It has beea 
pftep remarked that the Government of 
^clefiafticks is very uncertain; for if on 
one Hand, the Veneration which the Peo-. 
pic entertain for their CbaraHer^ give§ 
Thern aq opportunity of extending their 
Dominions, ynder the Sandion of Reli^ 
ion i the fame Circumftance renders 
hem l^fs proper, to defend their Pof- 
felTions, when either Jealoufy of Potver^ 
or a Defire of growing Rich at thp 
Expence of the ' Church , excites their 
Neighbours to attack them. The Peo- 
ple too are extreamly various in their 
Opinions. One Man ihall be fo preju-» 
^iced as to hazard every Thing, even 
Life itlelf, to fupport the Bijhop in ail his 
Pretentions; whilft Another of a cooler 
Complexion, looks upon Nothing with to 
much Contempt as a dejignmg Ecdefiajiicky 
\yho under different Pretences, facrifices 
|he Dignity of iiis Cl^arader, an(i all real 

CoHi 



f 



^ 



Parti iLi-usTRATAi i&c. 105 

Concern for fylighny to fecukr Intereft 
and unlimited Ambition. When the Bi- 
/hops of Vtrecht firft made their Conquefts 
inOveryffely and. began to exercife a Jurif- 
dtdiion there^ all imaginable Care was 
taken to hinder their Progreilion. Ac* 
cording to the Conftitution, they were 
to depend in a great Meafure on the 
Statesy fo far at leaft, as to attempt no- 
thing of very great Confequence, without 
their Advice; but they often broke through 
the moderate Limits prefcribed them by 
the Law^ and abufmg at once the DeviH 
tion of the Teople and the ArJor of the 
Troops. They led Them juft as their Am- 
bition direaed- Sometimes the Frifons 
were their Enemies; and Peace ihould 
hardly be reftored, when a new Quarrel 
would break out with the Dukes of Gel^ 
4er ; and This again, be fucceeded by 
another, ftill more cruel and bloody, with 
their inveterate and powerful Enemies, the 
Counts of Holland. 

The States of the Province^ however, 
who could not poffibly draw any Advan- 
tage from Fiilpriesy which ferved only to 
cherifti the Ambftion of the Prelates^ very 
often oppofed the March of their Soldi- 
ers; and leaving the Bijhop to deal with 
his Ejnemies in the be(^ Manner he couicf, 

would 
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would regulate their ConduQ: agreeable to 
the Event of the Campa^. But fuch was 
the narrow fpirited Temper of thofe 
dark and fuperftitious Ages, that there 
is fcarce an Hiftorian who does not blame 
this prudent Temporifing in the People 
and States of Overyjfel; as if it was the 
Duty of Mankind to fun blindly into all 
the Enterprifes of their Sovereigns^ tho' 
the Succefs could only ferve to draw on 
their own Ruin, in the Eftablifliment of 
a Tyranny. Befides the People and States^ we 
are told there was another Order of Per- 
fons trj the Province y who often oppofed 
the Bijhop. (^) Thefe were certain LorJs^ 
whofe Names Quichardine has tranfmitted 
to \^s^Q^ that were lo many Sovereigns 
within their Refpeflive Jurifdiftions. 

They were inverted with all that 
Right which the Civilians term, Jus Ar-- 
morum kS) Foederis ^ the Right of arming their 
Vaffals and Dependants^ and of making 
War anj. Peace with their Neighbours. 



(tf) Et di piu vi fono diefi Luoghi ranlto principal! 
& importantj i quali hanno larghiffimi Frivilegi. G«/V- 
eardini Defcritione di cucti i P^eli BaiTi. p« (6 $• 

(b) The Titles of the fen Lords mentioned in Guic 
bardin^ are Peppely Ghelmuydcny Coeverdeti^ Hardembergke^ 
Omme^ Jlmcloe^ GQor, Dicpenh^/i/;^ Debden^ and £n* 

But 
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But as thofe Lords could not always agree 
to unite, and were fmgly too weak to en«* 
counter the Bijhop ; He who never let flip an 
Occafion^ had ic frequently in his Power to 
deftroy Them, and when a Ceflation of for- 
reign Broils gave the Bijhop Leifure to turn 
his Thoughts, and apply all his Force to the 
Oppreffion of his Subjeds at Home, then even 
the People^ Lords and States^ though all uni- 
ted, were Itill too weak to cppofe Him, and 
in this Cafe they had Rccourfe to thQ Emperors 
Proteftion, tho' the Remedy was worle than 
the Difeafe j for the Imperial Troops were never 
ftrong enough entirely to drive away Thofe 
of the Bifhop ; and having been ufed to free 
Quarter and a relaxed Dilcipline, They har- 
raSed the Country moft miferably under the 
Pretence of defending it. It will be allowed I 
believe from what has been laid, that the Ec- 
clefiaftical Government has been extreamly 
fatal to this Province j which in 1385 was the 
iSf^w of a Ihort but furprizing Revolution un- 
der John III. This Prelate from being 5^- 
cretary of State to the King of Francb, 
mounted into the Sec o^Vtrechty by Virtue of 
one of thole bold Steps which the Popes forae- 
times take to aflert their Supremacy. The 
Cannons had chofen another Bishop, but 
the Pope thought fit to fupercede the Election 
in Favour of This John, who immediately 

fell 
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fell upon enlarging his Diocefs by all poffible 
Methods. Agreeable to This He bought fe* 
veral Eftatcs of the Coufft of Bentheim^ and 
put Himfelf in Pofleffion of Diepenheim. But 
whether the Debts he had contrafted to buy 
thefe Lands eat Him up; or that his Revenues 
were difipated by his Luxury i He died fb 
much in Debt, that the Diftrifts jof Zalaut^ 
Twenth and Vollenhovt were given up to 
the Duke of Gelderland^ and the Count 
of Holland^ as Securities for the Money 
They had lent Him. But they did not re- 
main long in their Hands : for the next Bifhop 
being as covetous as his PredecefTor had been 
extravagant, foon recovered a good Part of 
the mortgaged Country, and particularly the 
Diftricht and Caftle of Volltnhove^ Qa) 

At laft OvERYssEL changed its Matter en- 
tirely, and became fubjeft to the Houfe of 
AufirM. The proviticial States weary of their 
Dependance on ihe Bijhops of Vtrecht^ laid 
hold on the Refignation which Henry oiBava^ 
ria made of his Bifl^oprick to Charles Y. for a 
Pretext to put Themlelves under his Govern-.^ 
mcnt J who accordingly took Pofleffion of 
Overyjfel^ notwithftanding the Oppofition 

C^) TJjis was Frederick Blankenheymen^ wliD died It fV- 

Ifnkove in ^4u, 

made 
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made to it by the Duke of GelderUmd^ whom 
Charles eafily obliged to aoquiefce. 

The Prtrvince however did not long remain 
fubjed to the Houfe of Anfiria^ for the People 
of the tietherlands having taken Arms in the 
manner we have related for the Defence of 
their Liberty, Overyfel threw off the Spani/h 
Yoke, and entered into the Confederacy of the 
feven Provinces ; upon which another Form 
of Government took Phct^ which is as follows. 

The States of Overyssel are compofed 
of the Deputies oi Zalant. twent and Fallen^ 
have^ and of the three Towns, Campen^ De^ 
venter y and Zwoll ; which fix Members, with 
fuch ot the tJoiilityy as have Lordfhips to the 
Value ot thirty Thoufand Florins^ reprefent the^ 
Sovereignty of the Province^ Strangers who 
defire to lettle here and enter into the Go-» 
vernment, have only to prove tfieir Hohility^ 
buy a Lordjhipy live in the Province two Years, 
and pay a certain Sum for their Admifftm. 

Domeftick Aflairs of an ordinary Nature 
are refolved according to the Plurality of 
Voices, but in an uncommon Manner j for if 
one fingle Nolkman joins in Opinion with the 
three Towns, They make the Plurality; as in 
like manner, liont Third of the Nobility^and 
one Nobleman over and above, join with Two 
of the Towns, They are a Majority j and 'tis 
the fame^ if two thirds of the Nobility, and 

one 
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one more, agree with one of the three Towns. 
But all Ahs oi&tate which relate to new Taxes^ 
Teace or War^ require the unanimous Confent 
of all the Orders. 

The Bailiff or Drossart of Zalant con- 
venes the States, by fummoning the Deputies 
of his own Carter Himfelf, and the Reft by 
the Interpofition of their refpeftive Bailiffs. 
He likewife prefides in the general Aflembly, 
coUefts the Suffrages, and forms the Conclu- 
ficn. The three Towns, who have formerly 
been Members of the Empire^ pretend ftill to 
be Sovereign within the Circuit of their Walls 
and PrecivSls ; and that there lies no Appeal 
from their Sentences. The Droffarts however 
affirm, that their, Jurifdiftion extends into 
all the Towns of their Diftrifts ; bur with* 
out deciding which is in the Right, 'tis moft 
certain that the Towns have always main- 
tained their Pretenfions, and judge all Caufes 
in the laft Refort. Each of the Town Se- 
nates confifts of fix teen Burgomafiers^ who are 
elefted by the People drvidea znto forty Cantons. 
Thefe Gentlemen govern all important Affairs, 
and two pf them are chofen weekly for the Dif- 
patch of ordinary Bufinefs. There is a Court 
of Jujlice in this Provincey tho very unlike 
Thole of riolland and Zealand j corapofed of 
one Deputy of every Bailimcky and each of 
the three Towns ; which ferves as a Council 

of 



PartL IttUSTRATA, is^c. Ill- 

of State to the Province. In matters ofjufiice 
there lies an Appeal from the ordinary Judges^ 
to the feveral Bailiffs i who determine all 
Caufes in the laft aefort; and againft their 
Sentences there is no Remedy in Law, except 
that every four or five Years, there is an Af- 
femblyof States Deputies, before whom, 
any Perfon that thinks Himfelf grieved by t 
former Sentence, may have his Caufe revifcd 
upon his Petition. 

Justice is difpenfcd in a very uncommon 
manner at Deventer. Twelve Scbepensy and 
ioxxx Cpuncellorsj compofethe Trihunal oUhat 
Town, and are elected every Year by an At 
fembly of the Burgefes, who take an Oath to 
give their Votes impartially, and chufe Per- 
lons of reputed Integrity. Thefe EleSorSy to 
the Number of Forty eight, are drawn from 
all the different Streets of the Town, and 
They have a further Priviledge of Aflemblii^ 
from Time to Time, at leaft four Times a 
Year, to deliberate of the moft important 
Af&irs of the Province, without excepting 
£ven Tho(e which relate to Peace and iVar* 
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OF THE 

Frmnee of G r o n i n g h e n, 

which comprehends the 

OMMELANDS. 

SHE Town of Groninghen, 
1 which is the Cafital of this Pro- 
I TOKce, is thought to be the Ci- 
tadel that the Roman Gene- 
ral CoREULO built to bridle 
the Frisons, upon their returning into the 
RmM Obedience after their firft Revolt. 
fd) Some Authors make it much more 
ancient J deriving It (torn the French He- 
roes of Antiqity, and through Them, from 




(4) Vide Meiilb Alcing defcriptio fecuoiliim antilios Agtl 
BiBTi»Mli», Idj. 5. 

the 
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the Trojans, (a) But this Opinion fa* 
vours too much of the Legend ; and the 
former on the contrary, appears extreamly 
probable, from the great Conformity in the 
Rules of Government between Gronitighen and 
old Rome^ You fee in Groninghen a Senate 
invefted with the Sovereign Authority, and, 
other Officers cf State^ which anfwer to 
the Cofffulsy PratorSf Cenfors, and Ediles} 
and there has been even a Dictator crea- 
ted upoi? emergent Occafions. But what 
is ftill more convincing, the Town has fe- 
veral municipal Laws; which are apparently 
extrafted from thofe of the Twelve 
Tables. 'Tis a known Law of the Twelve 
Tables that the Prator fhould determine 
Cauf^s, before Noon : that the neareft Rela^ 
tion^ fhould be entrufted with the Guardi^ 
anjhif of Children that had lofl their Fa- 
ther: that there fliould be no drinking 
at Fmerals ; and that the Decifions of 
the People are Sovereign. 



(<i)Guicciardini,Dcrcnttioae di tutti i Paefi Ba(B, P.ni, 
Grunighem fecondo alcuni prefe il nomc, comme d.i 
fopra fi fa mentione, da Grunio Trojano, il Mnnftero 
fcrive che fuffe di genera tione Franco, cio c Franzcfe, 
Cfte potrebhe Stare P uno & V altro, conciofia che i 
Francefi afibrmiao effere ufciti di prima Origlae dsi 
Troja. 

f In 
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In the XT and xii Ages, Groninghen became 
very confiderable ; and the Inhabitants hav* 
ing rebelled againft Godfrey Bishop ot^ U-^ 
TRECHT in m66^ and made him their Pr^ 
foner ; Florent Count of Holland 
came to his Ailiflance, releafed the Bifljop^ and 
befieged the Town, but could not poffibly 
take It ; upon which the Emperor Fredtrkk in- 
terpofed his Authority and made up the Quar-- 
lel ; firft reconciling the Inhabitants with the 
Bijhopj and afterwards the Bijhop with the 
Count of Holland y who had quarrelled about 
^he Poffeffion of certain Lands fituated be- 
tween Groninghen and the River Lawer. Flo- 
i^ent pretended anabfolute Right to them, 
by Virtue of certain Grants from former Em^ 
ferors ; and on the other hapd, the Bijhopt 
jwoduced authentic Donations of a Part of the 
Territory j upon which the Eniperor decided 
^he bilpute, by ordering that for the future, 
the Revenue of the Lands in queftion ihould 
be equally divided betwixt thieih ; in order 
o wfiicii They fhould pitch upon a third Per- 
bn to be the Cottnt or Admtmfiratoty and i^ 
4!raf^ They could not agree in their Choice, 
[he Emperor would nominate Him. It was 
uuhef ordered that They fhould both come 
to ^roni^en every Y?ar in the Month of 
]l%V* where their Stay was limited to fix 
l^^eksj^- in which Time the Bijhop was to; 

^ * " ^ fuperint^Qci' 
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fuperiflten4 aJid regulate j^l) Ecplefiaftical Con^ 
cernj, whilft the Count oi floil^nd took Care 
of the civil Jurifdiiiio^ apd political Affairs 
of the Gavermf^enU 

This Example prpves that Qronif^hen was 
then in fome Degree a /^/pf the Umpire^ fmce 
the Emperor afts rather as Lord or the Soil 
than 9 umple Arbitrator ; and both the Count 
of Holland and the iSi/J^^ ground their Right 
on the Donations of his Anccftors. The People 
of Gron.inghen continued to be the 5port 
of Fortune for feveral Years i at one Time fo 
much at E^\q as to. think of extending their 
own Dominions at the Expence of their Neigh- 
.hours, and at another fo much harrafTed and 
i)ppre(red l?y their BiJhopSj as to be forced tp 
call in foreign Affiftance. And this unfctled 
Condition lafted till 153^, when fhe became 
entirely fubjeft to Charles V. 

Th^ flat Country called the Omme lands, 
was formerly divided into feveral Diflrifts 
each of which was fovereign Miflreis of Her 
itV[\ and all of them indepeadant on the Tom 

of Qroninghen* 

Thefe DiflriQsy and particularly That of 
FivelingOy were governed by Consuls anna- 
all}' ekded, agreeable to the manner of old 
Rome The Consulship was attended with 
B very great Authority, and the Eleftion ge^ 
n^rally cont^flod with ^ Violence that was 

\% often 
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often fatal to the Candidates^ as well as de- 
ftru£Hve to the Public Peace. In 1280 
They came to Blows iq the Quarter of Hun- 
Jin^o^ where the Competitors were left dead 
on the Spot ; and thefe Contefts were com- 
mon to all the Diftrifts. 

In Point of Ecckfiaftkal DifcipUne^ and 
Church Affairs^ Part of the Ommeiands Was 
formerly lubjeft to the Bishops of Munster, 
as the Town of Groninghen and the Country 
of Drent were to thofe of Vtrecht* Lu- 
DOLi Hus, Bijhop of Munftefy being informed 
of the ill Treatment the Clergy met with in 
this Country, interdided the Celebration of 
divhie Service in the Quarter of Ftvelingo 
where a Deacon had been killed. (^) But 
the People had not always the neceflary 
Refpeft for the Bijhops Cenfures ; They fre- 
quently gave Him the Trouble of appealing 
to Rorridy and fometimes on the contrary they 
\vould fubmit to undergo a Pennance. 

We have already remarked that the feveral 
Diftrifts of the Ommelands were fo many di- 
(tin£t Sovereignties ; They gave different 
Arj^Sy and had their own Troops^ and fepa* 
rate Interefts. They frequently quarrelled 
and fought with each other ; and fometimes 



(4) Emonis Ql^ron* Anao 122;^. e« u9« 
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They have all united againft Grontnghen with 
different Succefs. In i j 50 the Town Forces were 
viftorious over Thofe of Fivelingo and Drent; 
but as nothing is more difficult than t6 bear a 
Tide of Profperity with Decency, the Towit 
abufed her Vidlory fo far as to draw on the 
Refentment of the other garters ^ who being 
all united, were Mailers of the Field in their 
Turn, befeiged and took Groninghen^ and 
flighted her Fortifications. Thefe were af- 
terwards repaired however, and thtOmmelands 
with the City came at once under the Do- 
mination of ihe Emperofy from which they 
again recovered by entring into the Confede-^ 
racy of the Vnited Trovinces. 

Thus the Province of Groninghen if 
compofed of two Bodies j The Town and the 
neighboui-ing Country, called in Dutch^ Om^ 
we Landen^ fituated between the Rivers Em^ 
and Lavoer. The Magiftracy of the Town 
confifts of eight Burgomasters, and fix- 
teen Coumellors, whofe Dignity is for Life, 
but their Fundioris only annual. There are 
always four Burgomafters and twelve Coun^ 
cellors in the Regency, the remaining Eight 
being employed for that Year in other Fun-* 
£tions. The Regents govern all political 
Affairs in a Sovereign Manner; and judge in 
the laft Reforr, all Caufes both civil arid 
criminal. The Places which become va- 

I J cant 
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ftnt in the Magiftracy, either by Death or 
Male Admiftiftration, are filled up by ano*. 
ther Court compofed of Twenty four Per- 
fons, called the Sworn Society ; unlefs when 
a Magiftrate dies in the Time of his Re* 
gency, in which Cale the Council may dif- 
pofe of the Vacancy, provided it be done 
within ten Days after the Burial. To pre- 
ferve the Number of fifteen Ferfons in the 
Regency^ the fivortt Society aflemble once a 
Year, by Virtue of a Priviledge granted 
Them by the Town ; The President 
Burgomaster puts into his Hat, nineteen 
ivhite^ and five ilaci Beamy which anfwer to 
the Number of Electors, and Thofe who 
draw the five Hack Beans, chufe the Perfons 
whom They judge proper to fill the vacant 
Places. 

The Ommelands, are divided into three 
Quarters, whpfe Laws provide that Thofe 
who poffefs thirty Acres cf Land, of the 
Value of a Thoufand Florins^ Money of Emb^ 
den ; and who pay eight Florins upon each 
Subfidy to the State^ which is termed Vtr* 
fonding\ have a Right to appear in the Af- 
fembly of the Froyince. The three Quar- 
ters however, have but one Voice and the 
Town another, fo that the Sovereignty is 
equally divided between Them. Each Quar- 
ter is again fubdivided into three fmaller Di- 

ftri£b 
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ftrids, arid tao Refolution can be taken upori 
the Affairis of the Province, unlefs Jjx of th^ 
fmaller Diftrifts concur in it. 

There are feveral Jurifdi<3:iohs throughout 
the Trovince both for civil and criminal Af«* 
fairs ; but there lies an Appeal from all theif 
Sentences^ to the Court of Justice eftab- 
lifhed in the City of Groninghen 

This Court is compofcd of a Pnjidenty whc) 
is iiamed alternatively by the Tovcn and the 
Ommelands^ and eight AJfefforSy of whom 
four are the Regent Burgomaflers fM the Tim^ 
being, and the other four are perpetual, onfe 
of whom is nominated by the town^ and 
Three by tlw Ommelamls. 

The States of the Province corifiit 
of an eqoal Number of Deputies front 
the two Members^ who aflemblc annual- 
ly, on the 8th of Fehruary^ and on that: 
Day all Pofts become vacant $ but 
They are immediately filled up either 
by a hew Eleftiori or a Continuation, 
df the feme Perfons. The States being 
ademblcd; deliberate, and refolve as Sove- 
reigns^ of all that concerns the Province j 
but as there are only two Suffrages in the 
Aflembly, equal in Authority j when They 
happen to difagree, the Refolution is fuf^en-^ 
ded, till one Party comes over to the Senti- 
;\pients of the Other. The, Tomi arid the 

I 4 Ommt^ 
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OmmelanJsy have an equal Right in the Diftri- 
bution of Offices ; which They confer alter- 
natively, and the Commiflions are made out 
in the Name of the Province. They fend 
fix Deputies to the States general ; Two to the 
Council of State ; Two to the general Chamler 
of Accompts J Four to the Admiralty of Har» 
linden ; and One to That of Amfterdam. 

They chufe every Year eight Perfons, who 
compofe a Court of States Deputies ; and in the 
Ablence of the provincial States^ thefe Gen- 
tlemen regulate the Affairs of the Province^ 
as the Council of State does in Holland. 

In the fame manner, they ele£t/x Perfons^ 
who compofe the provincial Chamber of the 
Finances ; fix Curators for the Univerfity of 
Groninghen^ whofe Profeflbrs they nominate 
likewife ; And laftly they difpofe of all Com- 
mifwns and military Offices, in the Troops that 
depend on their Province. 

It is Monfieur Bafnage's Remark, that this 
Equality in the Diftributionof Offices y ought na- 
turally to produce a good Correfpondence, 
and Harmony, between the two Members of 
the Province^ fince it is ufually the Bone of 
Contention, amcngft the principal Perfons in 
z State: But notwithftanding this, the Town 
and the OmmeJandsj are very often at Va- 
riance. 

o r 
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Country ^/ Drent. 

H E Ancient Bishops of Ut- 
recht pretended to be both Spi- 
ritual and Temporal Lords of 
Drent. But of all thofe who ac- 
. knowledged their Jurifdiftion, 
none have oppoied their Ufurpations with 
greater Courage and Obftinacy than the Inha- 
bitants o{ this little Diftrift. Their Animofity 
however has fometimes carried Them beyond 
the Bounds of Decency in their Refentmcnt, 
particularly in the perfon of Otho IT, who 
with his Bi other and a confiderable Body of the 
Nobility, were cut ofF without Pity at the 
Siege of Coverden. The People >vere fcan- 
dalized it feems to fee a Bi/hop come againft 
them in fo hoftile a maniler, fo they ftruck 
off his Head, and treated his Body with very 
great Indignity ;*falfly imagining their Cru- 
elty was juftified by the Bijhops adingout of 
Charafter. But his Succeflbr Wilbrand 
cntred the Country at the Head of his Army, 
and revenged the Death of Otho. Drepit 

became 
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became fubjeft to the Houfe of Aufiria with 
the Reft ot the neighbouring Provides, and 
recovered its Liberty by falling in with the 
grand Revolution under Fhiiip II. 

This little Country makes the Frontier of 
the Z^mileti Provinces oti the Side of iVeflfa' 
lia ; and may in one Senfe be ftyled a Part 
of themj fince ihe contributes one per Cent. 
to the public Expence, and obeys the States 
CneraL Indeed Ibe has' no Reprefemative 
in thdr Ailembty, and in that cmly ihe is lefs 
than any other Member of the Republic j a 
Particular the People of Drent have often 
complained of, but to no Purpofe. There 
feems to be fomething hard however in that 
Exclufion, for as flie is not a Conqueft of the 
Generality, but is Miftrefe of her own Reve-" 
hue, and contribute* in fome D^ree tho' a 
fm^ one to the Expence of the Z/nicnj It 
were but equitable that flic Ihould have a 
proportionable Share in all the Honours and 
Advantages of It. 



Snct 








Sect. III. 
OF THE 

STATES GENERAL 




BHE Republic of the 'uni- 
1 TED Hrovihces, coafifls in 
z Confederacy o^ feveral States 
or Sovereignties^ who.'e difUnft/. 
J Liberties and Mechod'i of 
Govcrnmenr, we have taltett. 
a particular View of ; and Thefe, like the 
Swifs Cantons, are united tc^etber^ on Coa- 
dition that each ihall enjoy her own Lam and 
frruiki^s- Thus, as all its Parts are Sove* 
reign, Strangers muft consequently regird 
the whole as luch j who ha,vq any thing to 
n^tiate with the Bo:dy of the Union. Tiie 
States 
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States General, properly fpeaking, arc 
the United Body of all the Reprefentatives of 
each Province. In the Infancy of the Common- 
wealthy They were convened by the Council 
of State upon any Emergency, and fepara- 
ted as foon as the Bufinefs for which They 
were fummoned was concluded. Their 
Numbers it feems were very large, fmce the 
Aflembly held at Bergen-Op-Zooniy to ratify 
the Truce made with Spain in 1^09, con- 
fifted of no lefs than eight hundred Members. 
But as fo large a Number mud necedarily oc- 
cafion many Inconveniencies and a very great 
Expence, each Province contents Herfelf with 
fending ^ few Deputies ^ who Together, form 
that Body which we call the States general. 
An Ajjemhly oi Plenipotentiaries oi the (even 
Sovereignties which compofe the State ; 
whofe Power is limited either exprelsly or ta- 
citly by his Inftruftion, not to Juffer the leafl 
Wound to he given to the Sovereignty of that 
Province which deputes Them. Thefe are the 
Perfons who reprefent the Majefty of the 
Government and aflume the Title of High 
and Mighty Lords or High Mightines- 
ses. Befides the ordinary Deputies^ the Ent^ 
haffadors of the State to foreign Courts have a 
Right to fit in this Ajfemhly^ w hofe Members are 
only accountable for their Adions and Beha- 
viour to the Province^ that deputes them. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who are unacquainted with the Go- 
vernment of the united ProvinceSy generally 
imagine that the States general are toe Sove- 
reigns of the G)untry ; as they confift of De» 
puties from all the Provinces^ as They re- 
prefent the Body of the State ; receive jEiw- 
lajfadors ; and appear in General to be in- 
veiled with the fovereign Power. But thefe 
Deputies are only appointed tor a few Years, 
and tho' They have the Power of debatinj 
on the moft important Affairs that regan 
the Vnion^ and every thing that may tend to 
fecure or promote the Prefervation and Hap- 
pinefsofthe State; yet they have not Power 
to conclude any Point of great Confequence 
without communicating It to their refpe^ive 
Provinces^ and receiving their exprefs Confent. 
This is undoubtedly the weak Side of the 
Government, which would have been ftron- 
ger, it the Seven Provinces made but one So- 
vereignty. Refolutions would be fooner taken, 
and the Execution of them more vigorous; 
but It would have been dangerous perhaps in 
the Beginning to have divefted the Provinces 
of their old Privilcdges in Favour of any new 
er efted Body. In the Aflembly of the States 
general^ the Provinces prefide weekly in their 
Turn, btginning with Gelderland^ who had 
the Precedency before the Vnion, when They 
were ;fi!l under the Dominion cf the Kin^o{ 

Spaifi 
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SfAiH\ and the Reft follow in the Order we 
have already confidered Them. He who is 
firft named in the Deputation of the Province 
prefides, and is from thence called President 
of the Week : This Gentleman propofes the 
Subjects that are to be debated, and colleds 
the f^otes of the AffeMy ; upon which he 
forms the ConclufioHy didates to the Regifier^ 
and afterwards Jigns the Refolution^ If the 
Trefident refufes to conclude agreeable to the 
Tluralitj of FoicfSj in Cafes where the flu^ 
rality takes Place^ either becaufe it may be 
contrary to the Senje of jiis Pravme, or his 
own Opinion, He refigns the Chair to the 
Prejident of the former Week ; and if He like» 
wile refufes, They have Recourfe to thfe for* 
mer Trefident^ and fo iackwards till one feats 
Himfelf in the Chair, and concludes^ 

We have already pbferyed, that in the 
Infancy of the Republic^ this Aflembly was 
not perpetual: The Provincial States did 
not fend their Deputies to the General Af^ 
femhly^ unlefs they were convened by the 
CoHpcil of ^ taffy on whom the Execution of 
all Refolutions taken by the States Genera f 
devolved. But the Authority which this 
Council acquired from hence ; efpecially, 
during the Time of the Earl of Lew, 
c ESTER , or rather the Authority ac- 
quired by tl\e Earl liir^fclf, |nv^'.ymbrag© 
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to the Frovincial States^ who thereupon re« 
folved that the Deputies of the States 
General ihoold ccmtinue always aflembled. 
h feems his Lordship, who prefided in 
the Council^ would never fufier the States 
to be convened, 'till he had already digeft- 
cd the Points upon which They were to be 
confulted, and prepared Things to go juft 
fC5 He would have them : So they were ra-. 
ther called together to ratify what was aL 
ready concluded, than to dd)ate it; and 
from hence fprung the ill Temper and Jca^ 
loufy of the States^ who thought their 
Liberties in Danger, whilft that Lord re- 
fided amongft them : And it appears indeed 
by the Manner in which He was recalled, 
that Queen Elisabeth was of the fame 
Opinion. 

I have already faid, that the States 
General can neither make War or Peace^ 
without the Confent of the Provinces ; 
neither can they raife Troo^s^ impofe a 
Tax^ enter into a Foreign Alliance^ or 
abrogate an oU Law^ without the /ante 
Concurrence* 

The Frovincial States have referved to 
Themfelves feveral other Things exprefly; 
luch as the Liberty of ele^ing a Stadtholder^ 
or refufing Hm j the Right of nominating 
to the feveral Governments of Towns and 

Forti 
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F&rts that depend on their refpeftive 
Provinces ; That of keeping the Keys and 
giving the Word by the Magiffratei a 
Power over the Troops^ in all Things 
that are not purely Militarj; of con- 
ferring the Colonefs CommiflionSj and the 
other Subaltern Pofts, in thofe Regiments 
which are paid by their refpellive Pro-i 
vinces; of placing Garrifons in fuch Towns 
as they think ^t, and changing them 
with the Confent of the Council of State; 
of taking an Oath of Fidelity from the 
Troops to Themfelves^ and the Magiftrates 
of the feveral Towns in which they en- 
ter J all which are (landing Articles, and 
the States General are not permitted even 
to debate concerning their Revocation. But 
notwsthftanding thefe ReftriUions^ they are 
invefted with a very great Authority, 
which maybe properly diftinguilhed under 
thefe three Heads, Firft, As to Domeflick 
Affairs^ Secondly, with Regard to the 
Towns of the Generality that have been 
conquered fmce the Vnion of Vtrecht* 
And laftly, in Reference to Emhaffadors 
of Foreign Princes* 

As to their Authority in dom^ick Af 
fairs^ wc can only fay, That the Sxates 
General are charged with the Execution of 
the Perpetual Alliance^ or Z/nign of Vfrecbt^ 

It 
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It is, indeed, their Duty, as I have faid 
above, to confult on every Thing that re-/ 
fpefts the Common Good of the RepuUic^ 
either at Home or Abroad : Its Defence in 
Time of War, and AlUdnces in Time of . 
Peace But the Refolutipns They take on 
any of thefe Heads are not valid ^ 'till 
they are ^ ratified by alt the Provirce$, 
When that is done, the Refoluticn pafles 
into a X^fl>, and a tlacaert or Ordinance is 
iflued by the iV^/^s General^ and lint to 
the ProvinciaT States^ requiring them to' 
receive It*; but this is done in Tcrr/^s ihit 
mply no Comr/Jand^ ^ or Superiority^ or that 
^an pojfihly 'give the' lea (I W^'und^^to the Soie* 
reignty of this particular Provinces. \ "'' 

'iJiR William Temple, reports a' remark- 
ablfe Inftahce ' of the Violation of tlie or-* 
dtniry ?h^kt,- "upon' his being feht to 
Hbllafid iti i(Jfi8," when the States General 
Ventured t6 a£t ^gainft the fundamental 
Laws of the Vhioff^ and conclude three 
d?fftrbrrt *Trekric3. with E^pandy without 
the Ctinturrfertcei 'or dvcfnf the Participa- 
tioft ^ df' the- Provincial States. Sir Wil* 
MAM TempIe itmarks at the fame Time 
Indeed, that the Deputies had forfeited 
thfeir* Heads, ^ if they had been difa vowed. 
But It leem% the Neceffity of concluding 
thofe Treaties with Expedition was fo evident 5 

K and 
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and the Advantages that would wziUfzUy 
refult from Thetn to t\xc ^^epuhVic fo con- 
iWerable ; that they rati very little Ha- 
zard j and accordingly their GonduSt was 
univerfally approved by their Principals. 
Thus we fee that as xodomejikk Affairr^ 
the States General are far from ading 
in a Sovereign Manner. However, as They 
are generally made up cf the moft power- 
ful as well as the wifeft Men of th6 RepuB^ 
licy We cannot doubt, but the Refoluticns 
taken by them, muft have a very great In- 
fluence on the feveral provincial AiTehibli^ 
With Refpeft to the Towns tlwt have fallen 
under the Domination of the iProvihces, fince 
the Vnion of Vtticht^ the States general muft 
be confidered in another Light ; for they 
tre the abfclute Sovereigns of all Lands aiitd 
Places conquered by the Arms o£ the Vnion; 
as Bois le duc\ Breda^ Bergen-op-Zoom^ Grave ^ 
Wiltiamfiadt^ and Mafiricbi ; of the domtry 
on the other Side the Maese ; ti^ljly Sluice^ 
ArJemhourgh^ and feveral other Places in 
Flanders ; which they poflefs as the King of 
Spain did, voitbout Prejudice to }he Bights of 
farttcular Lords^ to whom the Inheritance is 
preferved. \a) Mast right They hold in com- 
mon with the Bishop of Liege, who ere- 



■w. ' ' 



(«) See Wltfuftru 

ates 
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ates half the Magijlratesy arid the States ge^ 
ivera/ the Reft; but Thefe confer the Go* 
verhment of the Town, in which they aU 
Ways maintain a ftrong Garrifon. For the Re- 
gulation of thofe Places that depend on the 
GtHgrality vci Bmlant y and on the other Side 
the Jfhefe^ the States General have ever 
fmce the Year 1591 eftablilhed a Court at 
the Hague, called the Council of Brabant^ 
which judges in the laft Rcfort of all Caufes 
bbth civil and criminal^ that come before it 
by Apptaly from any of the Tovon Courts of 
thefe Diftrifts J Nvith Exception to MaUrkht^ 
whither the States itxxA every two Years^ 
Two of their Body, in Quality oi Commifr 
f oners Decider Sj who in (Jonjunftion with 
l^hofe of the Btjhop or Prince of Liege y judge 
atfDifputes which arifc between the Inhabi- 
tadts of eithfejf Country. The Sovereignty of 
aH Lands, acquired by the Dutch Eaji and 
Wefi India Companies J in Africa, America, 
and the Indies, does likewife vefi in the 
Stafes" general. 

WixhJM^Ot to the Pdwer of the State$ 
gekeraT\n Relation to Emiajfadors j I ihall re* 
terve whati have to fay on ttuit Subjed: to 
the third Part of this Boole 

K a Se'ct 
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:. Council ^fSxA^TE,' 

■ '■ ' ■■-AND • ■ ; * 

General Chavikr of Acgo.MP;rs.' 

|]HE Ereftion of-the Cbui^ciL 
of State- was projeaed ' bf 
tlie States of Hollani,' Zea- 
l.md and Vtrecht,- in Concert 
wiih that great PoKtleian WIl- 
MAM ths-Firft, Prtsce ofO^ 
KAK-QE. TJie tragical and unexpcScd Deith 
o. il:is Pkjnce, contrary to all Expeilation 
proaured very little Alteration in the Mea- 
lures that had been taken in his Life Time, 
for 
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for- thetftablilhrnent of this Council, which 
the. SrAtfi^ • G^?>^ERAt • cfe^ed in the 
farnje Year 1^84^* with a Very ample Au- 
thority; Affairs vi' 'St at e^ both foreign and* 
^omtiiic; ihQ' Army and Revenue^ Ss^ac all 
^i;r«fted to fitr £ate y but the States Tfiem- 
felves foon g^ew jealous of this extraordinary 
Pbwer, which They refolved ' to re Ju^ gra- 
dtwjiy i and accordingly by a new Inftruaioh 
in |6f 1^ the^ Difpofition of military Affair s^ ' 
and the Commaod of the -^ri^j, from being 
peculiar to the Councily was in Part -^ tranl- 
f^red to^Q States generd .j who now give 
Orders for the Safety and Defence of the 
States the.Motion of the Troops: ^nA the O- • 
pGrations . of xW^ Campagne. but this is not 
done without confulting the Csuncil however, 
which itill retains^ the Care of raiftng and 
disbandiflg f cloathing and arming the 5^/- 
Jiers,; of , Exercifes^^d Reviews } and in ge- 
neral of -all the military Difdpline and Oec&* 
ftomy*. She is like wife charged with the Care 
x>t the Fortifcatim and Magazines or Geldet^ 
latuf md Overjffely which' loake tlio' Frofstiet 
oi th^f even Province s* 

Bujinefs of State, eii: eclair/ that wliich is 
forei^fij depends now eritirtly on the States 
general ; hxxi t he Council il il 1 rct^ Hi s the In-* 
IpeChon of the general Revenue of the Vniony 
and gives orders for Payiiicnts ; on which 

K 3 Account 
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Account the Treasurer Gfneral hashb 
Seat at this Board, and a Bight to Jeiate lut not 
to vote, (j) TheOfficeofyrtfl/irw jsforl^ife, 
Which glv« him an Opportunity of acquir- 
ing fo perfect a Knowle^ ot Aflairs, as 
makes Him entirely neaf&ry. 'Tis He who 
prepares every Year under tl^e Authority of 
the Council an exaft Account of the Fuodt 
neceflary tor maintaining the Troops and Q^ 
cers in Pay, and all other Expences that re- 
gard the Generality ; whicb is what they call 
T Etat ^e k Guerre. | 

The Receiver General attends here 
likewife, to inftrufl; the Council what Funds 
aie in his Hands; which being done. He 
witlidraws. The Treaty of Vnieii obliges 
each province to levy certain Taxes, to be 
a[)pUed to the common Neceffities pf the 
whole Body; but this Article could never be 
executed, and probably never will, becaufe 
the Inland FrovtnceSy who liave little or no 
Commerce, cannot poflilly pay an equal 
^ota with Thofe where Trade flpMriibes. 
The following Proportion is what each Pro- 
vince always pays in the Sura of one Hun-' 
dred Gilders or florins. 



C^} The lErtnA call This, mu 7tix txtilaiivt* 

GelderUnd 
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GeVderland ~ ^ F. 5:11: % 

mttaHi t '' ^' ^ -^ 57 • M- ® 

"Zealan d ^^ ^ ^ -^ — — 9: 1: 10 

Vtreclft — 5 • 1 J 5 f 

Fr he land > ■ 11 : 10: 11 

Overjpl- — — ^ J* 10: 8 

Groningben and the Onmelands 'S* }$• ^ 
Count fy bf J>rgir?' i? • *9 



i? 100: o: o 



They do not always confine Themfelves 
however within their fettled Proportions ; 
but raife fuch Sums/ and l)y fuch Ways and 
Means/ as they think proper^ of which they 
fend their fS^iota to the Receiver GeneraL and 
ewfldy the refi as they pleafe. In Time 01 War ^ 
when the ordinary Revenues are not fuffident 
for the neceflary Expence, the Council de« 
mands the Settlement of ^ew Funds from the 
States general ; and to thefe extraordinary 
Expenses the Provinces contribute in the 
folio wing Proportion. 



K 4 Gelder^^ 
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f CeUerland — - — X j:ii;ii 

2._ealand « — — jj* .4:8 

Vireckt — r— . 5;i<:;^ 

• Fr'izeland ~ IltlJ; j- 

Ovtryffel ~^^ — a_: — -3:11:"/ 

■ ^Tdntn^n — '- — --L^^ jufi:^7^ 

f. ICO o o 



'_ And the little Country of Drent furr 
iJifhe? One fer Cent Over «nd above. ' ! 

■ Ifi.the Aflemblies of tht States General 
$.nd Provincial States, tht Suffrages zrb . not 
*(i\ier\ capatim but provhicialirer ; and ther?- 
fofe the Frovinces\, and tlie ToiwSy . Jt\3.y 
ktid what Number of Detutks tliey pleafe, 
becaufe they atl ■virtually liave but one 
Vdice. But in this Council the Province^ 
^re reprefented by fuch ' a' Numbtr ot t>e,> 
futiesj as bears a tolterablfe ■PropOTtion ' to 
the Me^ej which each of Them contri- 
butes for the Support of the Pf^hoky with ' 
Exception only to Groningben. Geld^rland 
hasQnej Holland Ti^ree, Zealand Two, 
"Vth^cht One, FrizEland Two, Over, 
ifSSELpnCj and Grow INCH EN Two; who 



with the Deputies of the Nobles, and 
Governor f of Provmes, are the Persons 
that copi^ofe the Council of State. And 
here eadi Tvjember h^js. jl . . deciftve Voice^ 
and prcudes in his Turn, without Regard 
to the Rank of the Provinces. 

For the Regulation of Accompts be- 
tween the. Provrnces/'^nd auditing thofe 
of particular ReceiverTi with the Income 
pf the Lands which belong to the State 
in General, there is a Chamber of Ac- 
compts, compofed of fourteen Deputies of 
all the Provinces^ and two Secretaries^ who 
liK^wife do ^the Bufitiefs of JuJitors, .and 
Corre^(^s* 'This Ch antler examines 'the 
Accompts of the feveral Admiralties^ who 
receive the Money arifipg Irom Duties cf 
Importation and Exportation^ appropriated 
by the states to the Service of the Naiy. 
In 4;hes, fame manner; Ihe fuperintcnds and 
regulates the Expences^of the States Depu- 
ties^ who travel and execute Cominillions 
for the Public } the Salaries and extraordi- 
nai-y- txproces ofi Emhajjadors^ extraordi- 
m»y''0emie^y zvd oihcx Minifters employ- 
ed in^fofeign Courts; and keeps nn ex- 
raft Reiifter of all ' Orders made by the 
Council of State^ for whofe Eale, She wai 
;ndeed chiefly eyefted* 

S E e Tt 




SECT. V. 



Q FTHE 



ADMIRALTY 



OF T H E 



United Provinces. 



PHE Admiralty of the 
VuteJ PnviKts is divided 
into five different . Coutt!^ 
which are ihofe of the Maift, 
Amfiertiam^ Sgttb RSatid^ 
ZcaliaJ, and Friitlani. The 
Firft, which reiides %k Rutadam, confifli 

of 
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of twelve Comininianers, of whom, fcven 
are ekfte'd by the Province of Holland', and 
rfie remaining Five, are deputed by GeUer- 
ia^t ZealMd,- FrizciiuiJ-, Zttrechty and Over' 
jJfeL Tlie fccotid Adrriraltj, which is that 
OT Am^erdam-, is compofed of fix Members 
for Holland, and one fpr each of the other 
fix ProviiicK* 1 am igaorant of the exaSt 
Number of CommilTioners that compofe 
That of North Holland, which reCdes at 
Horn, and fwibi/M: alternatively, remov- 
ing every three Months. The Admiralty of 
Zealaii, is fixed to the Tpwn of Middle- 
hriif}!^ andi confdls iof , eleven Commit 
fionets, foiir of whom are deputed by 
Holland, a fifth by the Province of Vtrecht, 
and the other fix. Members are of Zealand, 
and ferve at the fame Time as the Comcil 
if State for that Frmince. The fifth Ad- 
m^iJtf, which is that of Frhxfand, is efta- 
blilhed in the Town of Harlingben, and 
Gonfifts of ten Commillioners; four of the 
Province ; two for Gronioghen and the-0«- 
melands; oati for GelderlanJ, and anotlier 
fin Holland. Each of thefe Courts has a 
Secretary, a Fifcal or Solicitor General^ a 
Receiver, a Commijioner General, who fij- 
perintends the Seifures and Cuftomhoule 
Officers; , and a Comf trailer General of 
the Duties of Importation and Exporta- 
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tion; ^^ith Numbers of inferior Cmmis^' 
6r Cuflomhoufe Officeri\ The Commiffioaers 
of thefe feveral Courts ate deCted by the' 
States of their refpeftive Provinces, who 
exaft an Oath fronr Them, that They' 
have given no Brieh to obtain their' 
Eletlion. \ They muft likeWife fwear^ tb 
execute all '|>ohtical Refolutbns taken by the 
Stattt Genttal^ with the Concurrence of 
their refpedive • Provinces, arid to dbferve 
the feveral Artides of their Inftruftions ,• 
by which dtnoiig other Reftriftiom, They 
arc incapaciirared; to buy the Merchandizejl 
that is feized by the Cufiomhoufe Officers of 
their Defen^ance^ and confifcated by 'Sen- 
tence of Adfrfitaltyi which feems td -be 
a very equitable Referve, fince the 'Ad^ 
miralties are in veiled with a particular Ju-- 
rildiftioti by which they aie authorized 
to judge .aiid deter wtine all Difputes, that 
arife trom Frauds, committed in the^Eifc. 
try of Gdw/i ; ;and if thefe Caufes are cri-i ^ 
mirtal, They Judge in the hfi Refirt; hxai 
in* t hole that /are purely C/^i/; there lies^^ 
an Appeal from their Sentence, to ^thfe' 
States G eno^ r al by Way ot' R^vifior^i'* 
Tftie Admiralty receives- all the Duties ofi 
inriporiation and Exportation^ which the Fri^* 
viMQes iittvc appropriated to the V/e of thef 
l^avyi and when a ff^r IqlTeas Trade y and ^ 
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auginenis the Expeace, the Coiaal of Stale 
demands ,an extraprdinary; Supply from 
the Staffs Central for that Service. lo 
the. faipe . \fenner„..when the States are 
refolved on the Number, of .Ships which the 
Fleet is to confift of, tlie CoukU dif- 
patchcs Its Orders to the feveral Admi- 
ralties, who accordingly, fit out their re- 
fpeftive Quotas agreeable to the efta- 
bliftied Proportion. The AJmiralty of Am. 
fierdam furnidies cue Third, and the other 
Four, each a Jixt^ Fart of the Fleet. 
The Ships aie fitted out , fer the Sea, 
and provided with all warlike and naval 
Stores by the Admiralties, but the Charge 
of Viftualling lies on the Caftain, for 
which the Provinces allow /even Fence fcr 
Diem, for eadi private iVIan ; and about 
ten Fence for each Ofictr i 'and at the 
End ot the Voyage the vldtriniltj of the 
Previme takes off the remaining Provi- 
fions at the Price they cod: the Caj,tai«. 
The High Admiral, and in his Ab- 
fence, the Vice or Lievtenant Admi- 
ral, as he is called in Holland, has his 
Seat and prefides in all the Cemts of Ad. 
mirattj. The principal Officers of the 
Fleer, the Admirals, rice Admirals, and 
Rear Admirals, are nominated by the 
Stales General; and even the private 
Ca])taiil'5 



Cdfftam are chofeii -by Tliem likewife, 
Mij^a a double Nominarion of the Admim 
i rakieSf who have onJy the 1 ower to 
diTpofe of JJetaenancies and c^her Sub- 
Alteta Eoiployments. 




SECT 




. SEC T. vi: 

O F T H E 

RELIGION 

And METHODS of 

Ecclefiaftical Government, 

Eftablilhed in the 

UiiiTED Provinces. 

BIR William Temple, in 
n his Remarks on rhe Vnited 
ProvinceSt feys. That poffi- 
bly Religion may do more 
I GooJ in other Countries, but 
that It did leaft ffurt in 
Holland. Sir William, indeed, does not 
Ipeak in the Charader of a Dhhe, 
but merely as a Politician^ and as luch 
I conceive' his Remark will amount to 
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nd.iefe that! tfiis. That he thought the Me- 
. thqdio? Ecclejiaftical Government^ cihui:k'd 
•' in the imift'd Prtn/tncfs-^ -\^re be tt er ca4cr?tarod 
for the fecular Inter efi and Happhejs of the 
People, than Thofeof any other oitate The 
great Difference between .the Chifkch Go- 
vernment of Holland^ and th t of other 
Countries^ confifts in a genersf ToUeration of 
Sells. At the Union of Utrecht, the 
States general declared, as I havecbferyed ia- 
bove,thatthe reformed Religion, or if you 
pleafe Calvinis>ij flioi|ld be the eftabUlhed 
and public Religion of the mited Provinces^ 
providing ver>\ exprefsly, hou;e^cr,^ thair m 
Ferfon fliould be molefted or perfecuted in 
any Degree, on Account ot his Religion^ if in 
other Refpefts, He behaved as a gooa S\jb- 
je£t, and was obedient to the Lavos* But 
this Indulgence for Sectaries has dra^n ma- 
ny a bitter >a^rc4f^ on the Dutch^-^^^ hw«' 
often been chargecr/rpiii thence, Wlrth bavidg 
no Reiigion at ajl. *'At Geneva wifKrw^ 
fo long the Reficlence of CalvjK, ^LtBEi^T^i? 
of Conscience' is 'not permijted;/^rneft 
Servetus who was there' don(kaiaM-:-aiul 
burnt for Herefy, in a manrieii that does vexY 
little Honour' either to Calvin or the Ge- 
KEvois his Cotempordries* (ji) The lame 



(a) See Coiiet's Lite of StRvtrus. 

Temper 
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Temper prevails in the Canton of Bearn, 
witnefs their Expulfion of the Aptalaptifls j 
but in Holland^ the Spirit of Perfecution leems 
to be extinft, or afleep at leaft ; and unlefs it 
were oace^ in the Time of Fringe Maurice, 
and Barneveldt, when Religion was in- 
deed a Cloak to Party and Intereft, there can 
be no Inftance given, of any Perfon s luffer* 
ing for his Faith in Matters oiDc^rine^ or his 
Adherence to certain Exterior Modes of Wor^ 
/hip. I have faid enough in the Introdufticn 
of this Book to exprefs my own Apprbbation 
odhisgewral Lenity for Diffenters. I leave it 
to Divines to ihew its Conformity to the 
Rules of the Go/pel ; Qa) but that it is very 
confident with fecular Happinefsj the do- 
meilic Peace and Tranquility of the united 
Provinces^ is an illuftrious Proof, which It is 
irapoffiblc ^to controvert. Indeed One muft 
be very little acquainted with Mankind, pot 
to be convinced of This ; for in the Inter- 
conrfe and Commerce of the World,, the 
Queftion is not what Religion a Man is 
of, but whether he is honeji ,• and therefore 



(4) \oy czBafnage Cha* 39 de fi Defer iptloh hiftorique 
dtt GoQvernement des Provinces unies, intitule De U 
Rejgion des ffollsndois et Apologie dcs £tatt Qeneraux fuc 
la 1i)lerao€e dci Se^es« 

L Sir 
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Sir William Tew fie had great Reafon to won* 
der that People fhould be fo ftraight laced in 
Matters of Faith^ about which Mankind in 
general never were of the fame Mind, and fo 
eafyas to word Virtues^ the Truth and Ex- 
cellency of which nobody contefts* 

If I might define the ellablifhed Religion of 
the united PrtrvinceSy I fliould call it a mo- 
derate Calvinifm. The Regents of the 
Country mult be of this Religion, and the 
Churches are devoted to the Exercife of It. 
The Arminians are a powerful Seft in Hol^ 
lanJy both for their Number and Quality ; 
difFering from the Cahinifis only upon the 
Do^ines of Grace^ and abfolute PreJeftiftaii^ 
ihi ; and It was once a moot Point which Per- 
fuafion ikould predominate ; but the Decrees 
of the Synod of Dort, and the Fate of 
Barne VELDT, put an End to all Competitionf 
between the two Parties, and ever fince thtf 
Death of Prince Frederick Henry, wha 
thought fit for Reafons of State to countenance 
the Arminians^ their Se6l has continued to 
decline. 

The Anabaptists makeanother Divifion of 
the People, and fmce the Expulfion cf theif 
Brethren out of the Canton of Bearn^ 
They arc become very numerous. The Qua- 
kers have their Aflemblies in Holland Wk^^ 
wife i and in general^ the Socinians^ 

Browhists 
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Brownists, and all other S^Sts that have 
prevailed in Christendom, are to be found 
in the uffited Provinces. The Jews are ex- 
treamly nutiierous in the Province of HoU 
land^ efpecially in Amjlltrdam^ where theif 
Synagogue is an Ornament to the City j and 
in I72f, They had begun to erfei^" very 
handfome Buildings for the fame Purpofe^ 
both at Rotterdam and the Hague^ 

There are very great Numbers of Rom ah 
Catholicks in the united Provinces^ hot- 
Withftanding their Religion as Sir Wliliani 
Temple obfcrves, is not immediatfely protected 
by the Laws of the Repuhlic The fame Author 
has afligned theReafon of This, w hich is that 
the States believe the Roman Catholick Religion 
mufl; make Meil bad Subje£]^s^ whilfl: It teaches 
Them to acknowledge a Foreign Power fuperior /tf 
That under U)hich JhHy live: and accordingly 
They have made feveral penal Laws to prevent 
rhe Growth of It. But as each Province has re^ 
fcrved to Herfelf the Liberty of regulating 
Beligion within her own Jurifdi(9:ion, tbele 
penal Laws of the States General have never 
been put in Execution. In Holland efpecially 
tieither Prudence nor Policy would permit 
Them to exclude fo large a Body as the Roma^ 
Catholicks out of the general Toleration j and 
tecordingly They are very numerous in thd 

L t great 
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great Towns of that Province^ where the Ma- 
giflrates give Them an equal Proteftion wilh 
other Dinienter5. At Amflerdam They have not 
fewer than twenty four Chappels. There are 
great Numbers of the fame Communion in 
Rotterdam^ and feveral other Cities ; but 
They are mod numerous in the VillageSy in- 
somuch that a Milkfy Smithj or any other 
jyiechanic being a Proteftant^ is fure to be a 
Beggar if He fettles in the Country ; for the 
Pnefts never fail to enjoin their whole Com^* 
munion to negleft Him. This perhaps may 
feem ftfdnge to the Englijh Reader, who con- 
fiders Holland as a reformed Country, and a 
principal Bulwark of the proteftant Reli- 
gion ; but I fpeak upon good Grounds, and a* 
inongft many Proofs which I might bring of 
the Truth of what I advance, I chufe to in- 
flafice the Remonftrance made to the States ge-^ 
mral^ in I7xf, hy the Deputies of the general 
Synody who reprefented the Growth of Poj>erj 
in the mod pathetic Terms, and affirmed that 
fmce the Year i6fo the Number of Roman 
Catholieks in the fevcn Provinces, was encreafed 

THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND, 

of which They had authentic Proofed This 
is plain Evidence both of their great Numbers, 
and the Aftduitj of the Priefts in their Proii 
feffion i tor confidering how many of both 
Sexes the Monafteries and Nunneries take ofl^ 

who 



Pare L liLusTRAT A, is^e. 1 4^ 

who e;ngage in Vows of Celehacy and Virginia 
ty ; and that grew Numbers adually leave the 
united Provinces yearly upon thefe Accounts, to 
fettle in the religious Houfcs of the adjacent 
G)untries, It will be different to account for 
fo large an Augmentation without the Help 
of new Converfions. As neceflary however 
9S it may feem to reftrain the Growth of 
Poftryy It .would be diiBcult if not imr 
poflible to ^fFeft it without feme Der 
gree of Perfecution ; and therefoiie the 
States will aft in it with the utmoft Cau» 
tion. But were They leis delicate, In vain afe 
penal Laws whilft the City and Fillage Schouts 
remain the Overfeers and Profecutors of cri? 
rainal Affairs ; for Thefe will ever difpencQ 
with the Praftices of the Priefts for a Sum of 
Money, which They are always in a Conditiir 
on to furnifli upon fqch an Occafion. 

The Church of the wfited Provinces^ is 
governed by a PresHtery^ where every cct y 

clefjaftical Member is equal to another. The 
^udnefs of particular Congregations is regu*? 
lated in their refpeftive Confiffories^ corapofed • 
of the Miniftcrs Elders and peacons of the 
Congregation. B{it thp more important Af« 
fairs of the Church; all that regards the Stat 9 
o( Religion in geperalj Q^fures and Degrada^ 
fionsi is managed in Syifodi^ which ar^ both 
jptQVinqal aiid general Thefe aiTenp^te t\8ficQ 

L 3 % 
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^ Year, and notify to the States the Tunc of 
their Meeting, upon which they depute a 
Member of their own Body to the SymJ^ with 
jhe Title of Commissarius Politicus, who 
is always a Perfon confpicuoiis for his Learning 
and Abilities* He harrangues the SynoJ^ con- 
jgratulating Them upon their meeting with 
the Marks of Harmony and Vncmimityy and 
prefides in the AflTembly as a fort of Mo4era* 
tor. The Prefence of one fo qualified in Be- 
half of the Sovereign^ has a wonderful gooc| 
Effed on a Body of B^en, who might other- 
wife be apt enough to (hake Hands with the 
Refpeft They owe their Superiors, and ex- 
fend their Care to Matters/ entirely out qf 
f heir Sphere- Thi? the Spates appear to be 
pxtreamly fenfible of, and provide accordingr 
jy. Every three Years the general Synoj 
\tnd^ a Deputation to the States general^ to 
feprefent the State of Religion in the united 
Provinces, and defirc the Reform of fuch A- 
J)ufes, as their own Authority does not ex- 
j:end to : After which the fame Deputation 
goe? on to the University of Leydek, 
Where They demand to fee the authentic 
Pieces of the BihU^ that j^re in the keeping of 

fhat Acadetfiiy. 

ipiach City pays her pwq Minivers out o^ 
f he public Revenues j for the States^ when 
fh^ affumed the CkHrch and Ahley Land^ 

^' ' "^^ f?ttlc^ 
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fettled no Funds for the Maintainance of the 
Clergy^ whofe Salaries are now very much 
upon an Equality, and are generally about 
One Hundred and fifty^ and from thence to 
One Hundred and Ei^ty Pounds Sterling per 
Annun$. 

I cannot end this Seftion more properly 
nor give better Evidence to fomc Things I 
have advanced, than by inferting the Aniwer 
of the States General, as entered in their 
Regifters, to a Memorial prefenred to Them 
in 1 725", from the Republic of Venice, 
on Occafion of a Difpute that arofe between 
the Jesuits and Jansenists concerning the 
Eleftion of a titular Arch'^Bijhop of Vtrecht^ 
Happy, if I may do no Injuftice by my 
Tranflation, to the elegant Pen of Monsieuii 
Fagel. (a) 

The Matter being taken into Confide^ 
ration, it is rcfolved 

< To acquaint the moft Serene Repub* 
^ Lie of Venice, that their High Migh«* 
^ TiNEssES will always have the higheft 
* Efleem for Herj that Her Interceflion is 



••ii«W'*»ifW«i>*W«lW*ii»i«***#Wi|»j^i(PiW<<i"WW^«*W*9W«W^^ 



to th( 



C«) This Gentleman is a* prefcnt Grei? ibr or Regifter 
> the ST4TBS General. wboTe great Abilitiet ir^ tO(^ 

well known to vt^t aoy Eacomium l)ere. 
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of fo great a Force with their High 
Mightinesses, that they would with 
Pleafure give her a Proof of It on this 
Occafion, but that they cannot do it with- 
out derogating from the fundamental and ifh- 
uiolahle Maxims of their Republic. Which 
arc, that in Matters of Religion and eccle^ 
fiafticat Difciflinej Men ought only to be 
governed by their Perfrnfion^ without any 
the lead Conjtraint, or Violence : That 
every One is free to helievc in Point of 
Religion^ That which he judges mofl proper 
to obtain the Salvation of his Souly of wluch 
he will be obliged to render an Account to 
GoD^ according to the Lights He has received. 
That their High Mightinesses judging 
the Religion which They profefs, to be 
the beft, and the mofl: conformable to thq 
Will of God, of any that has been reveal- 
ed to Mankind, They could wijh that all 
their Suhjeils would conform to Itj but 
that according to their fundamental Maxims 
They do not pretend to force any One 
on this Account j but on the contrary. 
They will leave to all Men the Liberty 
of profeffing that Religion which they 
believe in their Confciences to be the 
beil, provided at the fame Time, They 
^ behave Themfelves as good and faithful 
t SM^je^if^ apd do not updcrtakc any Thing, 

! either 
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either by Word or Aftion, that may 
vcound the Authority of the Govern- 
ment; le a Prejudice to Civil Socie- 
ty, good Manners, the puhlic Peace, 
or Private Property. 
^ That in conformity to this Way of 
Thinking, their High Mightinesses 
have and do ftill toUcrate even the 
Roman Catholicks, as well as other 
Seftaries in their Dominions, without 
concerning Themfelves with their Particu- 
lar Opinions, in Relation to the different 
Degrees oi Authority^ which either one 
Side or the Other attribute to him,, 
whom they equally own then: Teacher^ 
fo long as the pMic Peace is not hurt. 
And that thus their High Mighti- 
nesses not having hitherto taken Cog- 
nifarlce of what may have paflcd with 
refpeft to the Eledtion and Cbnfecration of 
a preteftded Akch-Bishov of Utrecht, 
wlio They are informed ig fmce Dead, 
They do not pretend to judge whether the 
Thing pafled according to Order or not. 
Tliat the Opinions or their Roman Ca-^ 
tholick Suhjeils being divided upon this 
Point, their High Mightinesses cannot 
make ufe of their own Power, nor permit 
t^^interpofuion of any foreign Authori- 
ty, to oblige either Side to abandon 

* their 
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^ their Sentiments^ or perfwade any Perfon 
' to fubmit Himfelf with a blind Ohedknce 

* to Him whom They call the Sovereign 

* Pastor; but are oft the Contrary 
^ obliged to fupport equally hotb the ime Tarty^ 
^ and the Other ^ again ft all OppreJ^m andPer^ 
^ fecutim. 

*That the mod fereneDoGE of the Re?ub» 
^ Lie of Venice, will pleafe to confider, in 

* his great Wijiom^ that their High Migh* 

* tinesses can never permit the Court 
^ of Rome to exercife an ahfolute Fmer in 
^ their Dominions^ which would even go far- 
^ ther than is praftifed in feveral Kingdoms 
^ and Countries where the Roman Catbolick 
^Religion is edablilhed by Law ; and extend 

* to deprive the ancient Secular Clergy 

* of thofe Right f^ and Priviledges which 

* they have enjoyed Time out of Mind, 

< in Favour of foreign Mij^onaries. Which, 

* when the Most Serene Refublic, in 

* Her great Eauity, lliall have oonfidered, 
♦their High Mightinesses hope^ that 

* She will employ her ^ood Offices to obvi« 

< ate all violent Proceedings, and terminate 

< the prefent Difputes by Methods of Le^ 
^ nity and Moderation. That fucb a Mediae 
^ tion being conformable to jF^/V; and Fru-^ 
♦dence, will be very agreeable to their 

« HiGW Mi(5HTiMBW¥M who an their Part, 
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' wBl preferee the high Eflsein and contidue 
* to entenab the good and fincere Friead- 
' fliip They have always had tor the imjl 
'ferau Repujlic, than which, They will 
f have Nothing more at Heart; 
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Was the eldeft Branch of It j fertile in a Race 
of Princes, who not at all indebted to the 
Grandeur of their Defcent, have ahvays refle£b- 
ed greater Luftre on their Family, than They 
derived from it. No Charafter has employed 
more Pens than That of William L Prikce 
of Orange, but amongft all Thofe who 
have written any thing concerning this 
Prince, I have not met with one that feem$ 
to treat Him with Fairnefs and Impartulity 
except Hugo Grotius. They aU allow the 
Greatnefs *of his Capacity, and admit that 
fuch and fuch Things were done by Him ; but 
When they attempt to fliow us the true Springs 
and Motives of his A£lions, or to afcertain 
the Ends to which they were direfted, tMr 
Opinions are as various as their Countries* 
The Spaniards^ who fufFered by him, all con* 
cur to make Him the bafefl and mod ungrate- 
ful Perfon that ever lived. The French Hiflo- 
rians are divided. Monfieur Du Maurier^ who 
was almoft the only political Writer of the 
Reign of Lewis XIV, whofe Works retain 
any Spark of the antient Gallick Liberty, 
is not content to make Him the greateft 
Man of the Age he lived in, but equals 
Him with the mod celebrated Heroes of 
Antiquity j even with Alexander and Ju- 
lius CjtsAR, tho" He was neither fucceff- 
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fid In Waty nor Eloquent in the S^nat. 

00 

But if Monfieor Du Mdurier be top lavifli 

of bis Praife, He is much more excufable 

than Monfieur Le tfohlcj Attorney General 

to itbe Parliament of Metz, who laying 

^dej all Refped, treats Hhn every where 

as a mere Incendiary^ or Arch-RebeJy 

Witliout making any Diftinftion between a 

Rebellion fomented and cherifhed thro' 

mere Ambition, and a neceflary Refiftance 

for the Defence of the natural Liberty and 

Right of the Subjed. 

'Nature, Jays Le Noble, HaJ maii. 

Hhi$ extreamly proper for the pndertakipgs 

to tohich Fortune had defigned Hiyn. tie 

toas' defcended from a noble Family' in Gcr* 

many, and extreamly rich. His Difpofi^ 

tio;$ was fupple and hypocritical^ popu^ 



(<0 II ne faut pas tant S' ctonntr des Conquetes d"* A- 
XEXANDiR et de Cjesar* Le Premier etoit maitre de touted 
la Grece, et d* nne Armee aguerrie : et T Autre coroman* 
dcat fovcrainemept la moitie des Legions Romaines* 
qui dominoient tout le monde. Avec ces Forces leurs pre- 
mieres Vidoires aiantete r Iiiftroment des SuiTantes, r 
un detruifoic V Empire des Perfcs et F Autre la Repubtr- 
que Romaine. Mais la Vertu de ce Prince Guillaume D*efY 
pas moiodre que Celle de ces grands Conquerans, en Ce 
que fans aucuoes Forces II a eu le Courage d'^attaquer It 
Vniflaoce redoutable du Roi d* Efpagne FkiUppes It, 4c& 
Voycz, Memoires pour fervir a V Hiftoirfc d* H^lhnii ^t 
tAm&cvmbi Manrhr. p^ t2. 

i0f 
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hr mJ infifmatingi he was cunning and elih- 
quent ; hold in Council and prompt in Execu^ 
turn I moft fertile in Expedients when bis Affairs 
toere in the greatefl Diforder ; Conflanp and 
vigilant in his had Fortune ; hot and prefump- 
tuous in his Good: He hoped all Things and 
feared Nothing ^ But with RefpeSl to military 
FirtueSy 'tis certain He never did a Jingle 
Miion that can rank Him amongfl the Numer 
df great Generals. He was a Slave to his Am^ 
bition^ and had no other Religioit than his In« 
tereft : He was horn a Lutheran in Germany $ 
feigned Hhnfelf a Roman Catholick in Flan* 
ders, that he might inherit his Mother j Efiate^ 
and at lafi died a Calvinift. (a) 

(«) La ;iMitiire L' aroic £iit tres propre poor les £a- 
•treprizes aufqiielles la Foxcune le deHinoit. II afoic 
«ne Naiflfancc confiderable entre la Nobleflfe Allemande, 
ft dc tres grands Biens. Cetoit un fifpric foaple ds 
diffimnle, p(»alaire SeinfiBuant, fin ft Eloquent $ hardi 
dans le Conicil, promt dans TExecution, trouvant aife. 
nciit des expedients & des Refoarces dans les Affiiirt 
les plus des ef^erees. ]1 etoit vigilant ft conftant 
dans la aaQTaife Fortune; chaud ft prerumptnenx 
dans la bonne $ efperoit Tout, ne craigaoit Riei^ Mais 
^nt an Vermes militaires, li n'a jamais &it une fculc 
adion qat pai£k le mettre an Rang des Grands Capi- 
aines. II etoit deyore d'une Ambition demefuree ft a* 
aroit d' autre Religion que Celle qui s' accommodoit a 
fes Interets. II etoit ne Lutherien en AUmagne; II 
feignit d'etre Catholique eo Flandre pour y recuellir 
la Succeflton de fa mere ft mourut enfin dans le Calrinifme. 
Voyez Hiftoire H Hollaodc par M«nfieux U V^bh. Tom* K 
Fi^. a8« raris Edition. 

Le 
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Le Noile^ dedicated his Book to Lew-' 
IS XIV, and it would have difobliged his 
IPatron to have fpoken well of the Great 
Grand-Father of William III. 

M. De Wit, who wrote his Memoires with 
a View to perfuade his Countrymen that the 
Intereft of the Princes of Orange was incom^ 
patible with that of the Vnited Provinces^ yet 
could not help giving William I a very great 
Chara£ter; but the unhappy Prejudice he 
had contra£ted for the Family, induced him 
to accompany It with certain Infmuations, 
which tho' introduced with abundance of 
Art, reflcft much greater Reproach upon their 
Author, than on the Prince They were de- 
iigned to calumniate, (a) 



* tredire. 



"a) II fe trouve des Gens qui pretendent me cen« 
& footenir que malgre les Services de ces trofs 
Princes, Guillaumb i. etoic enlin «ux femmes ct au vin, 
a la maniere desallemandss qu 'II avoic ditninue Ton Bieo 
coniiderablement par des reftins, ec par 1* Entretien d* 
nne Cour magnifiqae ; Ce que Lui aroit attire un grand 
Nombrc de eartifans ; que S'ctant troure preffe par V 
Ambicion at la Paurrete ll avoit mefufe de toutes fe* 
bonnes Qualires naturelles \ tachanc4e (e rcndre le maitre 
des Pais-bas au Prejudice de fon Souverain le Roi d* Ef- 
pagiie, dont II etoit oblige.de foutenirles Droits, comme 
lui aiant prete ferment de Fidelite en Qualite de Stathou* 
der, on de fe demetre defon Employ, et que pour parvcnir 
a fon But It avoit ete' oblige neceflfaireiDent d* exciter cC 
d* augmcnter les Troubles dans ies Pais bas. 
Voyez :e Preface aux Memoijres de Jeao Di wit p. xix. xxr 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, it is evident enough, 
both from the Writings of Friends and 
Enemies, that he was a Perfon of a mod 
ihining and elevated Genius; indefatigable 
in the fearch of Knowledge, with a Memo- 
ry fo faithful as to retain every Thing He 
had once acquired j extreamly polite ; mo- 
deft; eafyof Accefsj averfe to many Words, 
but of fo fweet a Converfation as to cap- 
tivate the Hearts of all that approached 
Him ; a great Matter both of his Thoughts 
and Paffions ,• never loofing Sight of that 
which He had once refolved, but purfuing 
it with a Conftancy that was Froof a- 
gainft the moft adverfe Fortune. As to his 
Ambitiony there is very good Reafon to be- 
lieve. It would have been confined to the Re- 
gency of the Lew Countries ; and had Philip IF, 
thought fit to have left him in that Go- 
vernment, inftead of the Dutchefs of Parma^ 
the Repullic of the Vnited Provinces had 
never been formed. But the Adminiftra- 
tion of William I. could not quadrate with 
the Scheme of Government laid down by 
that amhitious and over-politic Prince. The 
Ecclefia^ical Trihunal^ and the fanguinary E- 
diUs againft thofe that feparated from the 
Church of Kome^ muft have been fuppref- 
fedj the foreign Troops recalled, and the 
People muft have preferved their PrivileJgesy 

M for 
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for he would never have lent his Hand to 
have made (laves of Subjefts. 

But Nothing can fee this Princes Cha- 
raftcr in fo true a Light, as the Marks of 
Eftcem, Confidence and Love, with which 
Charles Ve thought fit to diftinguifh Him. 
That great Emperor^ who knew Mankind 
perfc£Hy well, did not only prefer his Opi- 
nion in political Affairs before any other, 
but made him Generalijftmo of his Forces at 
io early an Age as two and Twenty j and 
Du Maurier tells rus, the Prince executed 
that Charge fo well, that He built Chaf^ 
lemont and Philippevilky in the Face of tlie 
French Army, commanded by the lyuke De 
Never Sy and the Admiral De Chatillen^ both 
famous for their Condufl: and Bravery, (a) 
Which feems to prove that the Prince's Ge- 
nius was equally propec both tor the Field 
and the Cabinet ; and that the Event of a 
.Cawpagne depends more on the Goodnefs 
of the Sculdiery than the Skill of the Lea* 
der: fince He, who at two and Twenty 
was fuccefsful againft the moft experienced 
Generals, when at the Head of the Spamjh 
Forces y Was afterwards defeated, almoft up- 
on every Occafion, by the fame Troops, 

(a) Meoioires, Du W^mien Page 6. 

when 
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when obliged to oppofe them with ttew Le- 
vies^ tho' his own Knowledge in PfV was 
certainly improved. 

We have cllready faid, that the Prme of 
Orange was fent to France in 1559, as 
tiojiage for the execution of the Peace of 
Cambray^ where the Conformity of Genius 
foon eftablifhed a perfed Friendfliip between 
Him, and the great Admiral Colligni, 
tirhich I cannot help thinking the moft for^ 
tanate Incident of his Life. Manjieur du Maurier 
Compares Them together, with a great deal 
of Juftice, and inftances feveral Circum- 
fiances of their Foftune, which bear the 
xxafteft Refemblance one to another, {a) 

-1 i . „— — — .^ — . ^^^ _ ^ 

ia) lis avoient tons Deux beaucoup deConduite, de S^- 
geffc, & de Moderatipn, lis dcmcloicnt tons dcilx les Af- 
fairs Ics plus difficile9& les plus embrouillcs. Ilsccoutoient 
'un & itantre plus qu' lis. ne parlolcot. Us ctoicnt pcr- 
pcrfuaiifs & remplis de bons CoDfelts. lis avoient tous 
deux le Cceur, 1' Eftime & la Veneration meme de Ceux de 
Icur Parti, Leur Courage etoit plus haut que leurs Adver- 
fices; leur Conftance etoit admirable a les fupporter; lis 
out ere fou vent bat tus^ & toajoiirs ont trouvc des Reflbur- 
ccs glorieofes daus leurs inalheurs. Us ont tous deux cu en 
tete les deux ptus putffans Rois de la Chretiente. lis fe Ibnt 
ferTis tous) deux, pour le maintcnin dcs fecours d'Alle- 
itiagne & d' Anglccbrre. lis ont eie dc mems Tems, & ont 
parte tous deux cinquanre Ans. lis ont footenu tous deux 
la meme Religion^: & L'ont etablie L'un en France, 6c 
r Autre au Pais bas. Dsont ete tous deux profcrits : 6c leufs 
Tetes raifcs a Prix, &c, Meinoirci du Maurier, Page j 70, 
& les Suivautes. 

M 1 But 
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But Le Noble Endeavours with a great deal 
of Malice to fully the Friqndihip of thefe 
great Men.(tf) The Admiral Colligni^ fays 
He, *That Bulwark of Her^fy^ who had 
formed the prodigious Defign of changing 
the French Monarchy into a Republic ^ or at 
Jeaft of eflablifliing an Ariftocracy in the 
very Heart of the Kingdom j this great Cap* 
taifiy who loft four Battles againft his 
King^ without being reduced, and who 
could not be deftroyed but by being 
included in a general Ruin ; this confum* 
mate Folitician finding the Priftce of Orange 
a fit Perfon to be the fame Thing ip 
Flanders thiat he was in France; that is to fay. 
The Fire-Brand of his Country, had very 
little Trouble to infufe all his Poifons into 
Him, and infpire Him with a Refoluticn 
to foment thofe Divifions and Diforders, 
w hich Herejy had already fown in the Low 

Countries 

Tlie Reader will eafily diftinguifti the 
Chaff from the Grain^ When the Prince of 
Orange and Admiral Colligni had difcovered 
that the the Kings of France and Spain ^ con- 
lulied on proper Mcihoas to exterminate 



(a\ Hiftcirc de Hollande.par Ic Noblc.Tiw, i. Page 29. 
& 6111V. 
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the Troteftants^ {a) It was very natural for 
Them to unite their Councils for the Pre- 
fervation of themfelves, and their Adher- 
ents. CoUigni was always zCalvinifl^ and 
the Prince of Orange was born a Lutheran^ 
and educated in that Profeffiop, "till he was 
twd^t Years old, uhen his Father fent 
him to the Court of Charles V. w ith a 
View to facilitate his Succeffion to the 
Pofleflions of the Houfe of Chalons j to which 
He had been leh: fole Heir. It is not to be 
doubted therefore, that the Principles of 
his early Education were ftill warm upon 
his Heart, or rather, that he was ftill ^ 
Froteftant ; but we muft not conclude from 
thence, that he would have kindled a ReheU 
lion in the Netherlands^ merely to have intro- 
duced a Change in Religion : Neither indeed^ 
was the War undertaken^ for the fake of 
Religion^ fo much ds in Defence of the com-^ 
mon Rights and Liberty of the Subjeft. Qiy 
I do not undertake to write the Hiftory 
of fVilliamJy which is comprifcd in the 
Annals of Grotius^ and in the Writings of 
feveral ethers, tho' not with the fame Juftice 
and Impartiality. D^ Maurier has given 
us an Epitome of his Life that contains 

^ ' " ' III , — - ' ■ ■ I .i . I I 

. («) SeePige i$. . (b) Page ai, 

. . M 3 feveral 
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fcveral curioug Particularities; but as the 
generality of Perfons underftand Fremh^ 
It will not become ixie to recapitulatt 
what may be found to better Advantage 
in his Mewaires* I cannot finifli my Ac* 
count of this Prince however, without giving 
the Reader an Extraft of the Charge tnd 
Profcription publifiied againft Him by Pih 
lip II. and his Anfwer. In this Writing the 
King reproaches Him with the Favours He 
had received from his Father Charles V, 
particularly, that under bis Patronage, Ho 
had fuccceded to Rejte de ^affau^ &f JeCha-^ 
foMj Prince of Orange. That the King him^ 
leJf had made him Governor of Holland^ 
ZeaLwd, Vtrecht^ and Burgundy^ Knight of 
the Golden Fleece^ and Privy Cauncelbr. 
That being a Stranger^ He had loaded him 
with Benefits and Honours, which he re- 
paid with Ingratitude. That he had infti- 
gated the tJohility to petition aga^inft the 
Eflablifhment of the Inquifiiim. That He 
had introduced Herefy into the Low Cotm^ 
tries^ and invaded the Roman Catholick Reli-^ 
gion by breaking the Images and denooliih^ 
mg the Altar f. That He had made War 
again fl his teige herd. That He bad oppof- 
ed all Accomodations, even the Pacif cation 
of Ghent^ and xh^t He had broke the perpe-f 
tualEdin. \ 

L?ftly, 



\ 
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Laftly He declares Him m^ratefuly a Rehel^ 
a Diflurhr of the .pfillic Peace^ a Heretick and 
a Hypocrite r that He looked upon Him as a 
Cain^ a jFi^^/^x j aS one whofe Confciefice was 
feared j as a mickeJ^ perjured and an impious 
Wretch who had Children by a J^JJ/;;, whom 
He had inveigled frwn her Cloyfter to marry 
Him ; as the Author of the Troubles in the 
Lew Countries i as the Plague of Chriftendom^ 
and the Enemy of Human Kind. That for 
tlicfe Reafons He outlawed Him ; giving his 
Efiate^ his £^^/>^, and his Life to thofe who 
could take them. That in order to deliver 
the World from hi$ Tyranny^ He promifed on , 
the Word of a King, and as a Servant of 
God, twenty five tboufand Crowns to any one 
that could take Him either alive or dead^ 
with Impunity for whatever Crimes He might 
have committed before, and to ennohk Him . 
in Cafe He was not already a Gentleman. And 
fiirther He declares all the Princes Adherents 
to have forfeited their Uohility^ Honours and 
Eftatesj if in a Month after the Publication 
of this Profcription they did not feparate them- 
felves from Him, and return to their O- 
bedience. 

In Anfwer to this cruel Profcription which 
came out in June if 80, the Prince publiflied 
a long Apology in Decemher following, wrote 
with a great deal of Spirit and Eloquence. 

M 4 Iq 



1^8 B A r AV I A Part I. 

In this Piece, after having fubmitted the 
Examination of his Life and Adions to the 
States General^ He declares, that He found 
Hiinfelf obliged againft his natural Inclina- 
tion and Cuftom, to difcover fever al Enor- 
mities which He had much rather have con- 
cealed j and that if He had not found Him- 
felr loaded with Calumnies and Injuries, He 
would have contented , Himfelf , fimply to 
have anfwer6d the Profcription, and have 
proved \t unjuft. That his Enemy who drew 
it, and the Prince of Parwa who publiihed 
it, not having been able to make an End of 
Him either by tlit Sword or Poifan; were 
now endeavouring to deftroy his Reputation 
by their malicious Scandal 

With Refpeft to the Benefits with which 
He was reproached, He acknowledges to 
have received a great Deal of Honour from 
the Emperor Charles V, at whofe Elbow He 
had conftantly been for nine Years together; 
but that He found Himfelf obliged to Tay in 
Juftification of his own Innocence, He never 
had received any Benefit Irora that Prince^ 
but on the contrary had fuflfered very great 
JLode^ in his Service. 

That He could not deprive him of the 
Succeflion of Rene de Najfau et de Chalon^ 
Prince of Orangey whofe Coufin German and 
^ole Heir he was, without a manifeft Inju- 

flice \ 
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fticej and tliat ihcrefore this was no jRiw«r, 
unlefs It may be termed L iierality to forbear 
taking away that which belongs to an- 
other. 

That far from having conferred any Be- 
nejfts upon Him, the Emperor on the con- 
trary, for the Good of his Affairs, being 
prefled on one Side by the Proteflani Princes 
of Germany^ and by the King of France oq the 
other, had, in Prejudice to Him, given away 
by the Treaty of Paffauy the Earldom of Cat-^ 
zenellehogen to the Landgrave of Hejfe^ tho'^ 
It had been adjudged to Him by the Imperial 
Chamber of Spire^ with above two Millions of 
Rents in Arrear : And that the fame Emperor 
had not performed his Promife of putting 
his Coufn German^ Rene de tiajfau^ in Pofleffion 
of the third Part of the Dutchy of Juliers^ 
which 1)elonged to Him in Right of their 
Grandmother, Margaret Count ejs de la Mark^ 
tho* his Imperial Majefly was indebted, for 
li\s Succefs, to the Valour of that Prince^ 

That Philip II, had deprived him of the 
Lordjhip of Cbatelbelin^ when it was above 
thref hundred and fijty thoufand Livres in Ar- 
rears to Him ; having mbft unjuflly remit- 
ted the Decifion of the Caufe to his own 
Council^ at the very Time when it was 
upon the Point of being determined by 
(he Parliament of Malines^ upon which 

He 
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He leaves the World to judge whether the 
/Chtg or He ought to be taxed with Tn« 
gntitude. 

That He had expended above/z;^ hundred 
Thufand Cnmms in his Ewbajfy to the Ewpe^ 
rat Ferdinandy and when He was Hoftage in 
France for the Execution of the Peace of 
Camlray; both of which Employments He 
had eng^ed in againft his own Inclination ; 
and that during the Campagm id which he com* 
manded the whole Imperial Army^ and had 
built Cbarlemont and fhtlippevtlk in the Face 
of the French Generals^ He had never re- 
ceived more than three hundred Livres per 
Mmtbj which was not enough to pay tbofe 
that were employed to fpread his Tents, 

That it had been cuftomary with his 
Fredecejfors, to fpend large Sums, and ex- 
pofe their Lives very freely for the Service 
of the Hctfe of Aujiria* That his Great 
Grand-Father Engiliert II Count of Naffau^ 
being Governor of the Low Countries for the 
Emperor Maximilian I, had fecured thofc Pro- 
vinces to Him by the Gain of a Battle. 

Tliat his Uncle Count Henry of Naffau^ 
had perfuadcd the Eleiiors of the Empire^ to 
prefer ihe Grandfon of Maximilian, Charles 
of Austria, to Francis I, King of France, 
and had put the Imperial Crov^n upon his 
Headr 

That 
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That Philihert de Cbalon^ Prince of Orange^ 
had conquered howhardy^ with the Kingdom 
of l^aples for the Emperor ^ and by taking 
Rome and fope Clement VII his Enemy, He 
had crowned Him with Glory and Gran- 
deur. 

That the Nephew of this TbtUlert^ Rene 
ie Majifau^ et de Chdo»y his Coufm German^ 
expired at the Emperors Feet, then at St* 
Dijierj after having repaired the Lois of a 
Battle by the Conqueft c^ Gelderknd : And 
that upon the whole, if thofe of the Honfi 
of U^au had never appeared in the World, 
or, if the Princes of Orange had not perform- 
ed fo many conilderable Exploits, His ^- 
jefiy would not have cariied fo many difle«» 
rent Titles at ^he Head of that infamous 
Profcription which declares Him a Tray tor, 
and loads Him with tlie Imputation o( Crimes^ 
to which thofe of his Family have always 
been Strangers. 

That in Requital of fuch fignal Service^^ 
and (o great an Expence, there was not one 
Tingle Inflance to be given of Gratitude in 
l\\t Auflrian Family towards the Princes of 
Orange- 

That the Kings of Hungary gave his Prede- 
ceffors feveral Peices ot Cannon for indelible 
Proofs of their Valour in defending them a^ 
gainft the hfdels^ which had been earned off 

from 
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from his Caftlc of Breiiay when the Duke of 
Aha tyrannifed over the Low Countries. 

To his Majefy^s Reproach of having made 
him Governor of Holland^ Zealand^ Vtrecht 
zndBurgunJj; Knight of the Go/Jen F/eecey 
and Privy Councellor j He replies, that if 
He owes any Obligation on thefe Accounts, 
It muft be to the Emperor Charles V, who 
had ordered it thus, in Confideration of his 
Services, before his Departure for Spain. That 
the Ki:ng Himfelf had forfeited the Order, by 
the Violation of its Statutes, which provide 
that the Knights fhal! only be tryed by their 
Companions ; whereas his Majefty had execu« 
ted the Earls of Egmont and Horn, Ber- 
GUEs and Montigni, upon a VerdiQ: given 
9gainft Them, by a Set of contemptible 
Wretches, contrary to the Oath he had taken 
as Knight pf the goUen Fleece* That as to 
the Government of Burgundy^ It was his by 
hereditary Rights the Princes of Chalon 
having always enjoyed it without Competiti- 
on or Interruption ; And for his Port of Privy 
Counfellor^ He flood indebted for that to the 
Intrigues and Policy of Cardinal Granvelle^ 
who hoped by that Meaqs to fcreen Himfelf 
and his ill Adminiftration, under the Princess 
Name and Authority, in whom the Peo|)lq 
placed an extream Confiijenc?. 

Tq 



/ ' ^ 



Parti. liLUSTRATA, is^c. 173 

To the Kin^s Charge of his having drawn 
a N«« from her Cloyfter and married Her ; 
The Trime replies, that this is a popular Oh- 
jcftion thrown our on purpofe to render Him 
odious to the People: That he who takes 
upon him to accufe another, ought to be in- 
nocent of all Blame ; but that it was an Im^ 
puJence in the King who was himfelf co- 
vered with Crimes, to reproach him with 
a Marriage folemnized according to the Laws 
of God. That when he efpoufed the In- 
FANTA of Portugal, he was at the feme 
time married to Donna Ifalella Oforioy by 
whom he had three Children : that he had 
murdered his own Son for having fpoken in 
Favour of the Netherlands j and poifoned his 
third Wife Madam Isabella, Daughter of 
Henry III, King of France ; in whofe 
Life-time he had publickly kept Doni^a Eu^ 
fratia^ whom he forced the Prince of Afcoli to 
marry when ftie was with Child by himfelf^ 
that his natural Child might inherit that 
Lord^s Efiatej who died for Grief of this 
Treatment, unleft it were, fayi the Prince^ 
that he had taken down a Morfel eafier to 
fwallow than digefi- 

That fmce this Time Philip If, had not 
been aihamed to commit Jncefl publickly, by 
marrying his Ueicey Daughter to his own 
Sifter by the Emperor Maximilian. And if his 

Majefty 
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Majeffy pleads a Difpenfation for this ; It muft 
be then from the GoJ of the Earthy replies the 
Trime^ for cenainly th^God o( Heaven would 
never have permitted it. 

That it was as flrange as infupportable 
that one blackned with 'Adulteries^ Toifomngs^ 
Incefts and Parricides^ ftiould objefthis Mar- 
riage to him as a Crime, which had been 
approved by his Father in Law Monfieur de 
Mmtpenfier^ a .more peried: Catholic k in Re- 
ality than the Spaniards were in Grimace. 
That iho' his Primefs had entered into Vows 
in her Nonage^ which in the Opinion of the 
greateft Men was contrary to the Cannons and 
Kites o( tlM C hnrchy and tho there had been 
no Prolefts en that OccaAon, yet be was not 
fo ill a Divine as to be ignorant that all hu- 
man Compa<^9, framed and entered into 
merely on a Principle of felf-Intereft, are in 
Thenrielves vdid and null in the Sight of 

Ged* 

To the J^ings Objedion that he was a 
StrMger^ the Prince anfwers, that his An-* 
ceffetf^htrc forfeveral A^$ been' in Poflef^ 
fion of different Earldoms and Baronies in 
Lmxewhtrghj Brahant^ Holland and Plandtts : 
and tlwrt thofc are always confidered as 
Na$ives of a Country, who have Eflates 
in ki. 

That 
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That his Majejh then was a Stranger 

rather than Himfelf, being born in Spain^ 

a Kingdom always at Enmity with the 

Netherlands j whereas the Prince was of 

Germany a Country in the Netghbourhood 

of the Provinces^ and always in Friendfliip 

with Them. But, adds the Prince^ It will 

be faid that He is King, and let Him be 

fuch in Caftile^ Aragon^ and Naplesy in the 

Indies^ and in Jerufalem ; and Lord of ^- 

jia and Africa^ if he pleafes ; but for me, I 

can only acknowledge him in the Quality of 

Dkke and Earl^ whofe Power is limited by 

the Priviledges of the Country, which he 

has fworn to obfervc And \tt his Majejiy 

and the Spaniards be informed, if They are 

yet ignorant of It, that the Barons of Bra-^ 

bant have often made their Princes feel 

their Power, when They have attempted 

to extend their •Authority beyond its 

Lawful and Natural Limits. The Prince 

ends this SeHion of his Manifeflo^ by ob- 

ferving, that it was with a very ill Grace, 

the King termed Him a Stranger in the 

Netherlands^ confidering that his Anceftors 

were Dukes of Gelderlandj and pofleffed very 

great Eftates in that Country, whileft his 

Majeflys Predecejfors were only Counts of 

Harpshurgy living obfcurely in Switzerland^ 

and unknown to the \\^orld» 

The 
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The Trtnce affirms, That It had always 
been the Aim of the Spaniards to fubjeft 
the Provinces of the Low Countries^ and 
govern Them tyranically, as They do in 
the /nJieSy and in Naples^ S icily j and Milan. 
Which being very weh known to the Em- 
peror Charles V, he had told his Son 
Philip in the Prcfence of the Prince of 
Orange J the old Count de Bojfuty and feve- 
ral others ; That unlefs he lupprcfled that 
Pride of the Spaniards, it would one Day 
prove the entire Ruin of the Provinces. 
feut that neither th6 Paternal Authority, 
the Profperity of His People; neither 
Juftice, nor the Sanftion of his Oath j 
Confiderations that bind the moft barba* 
reus Nations, were of Force fufficient to 
reftrain the Violence of his Paflions, or 
his Defire to Govern them in an arbitrary 
and tyrannical Manner. 

^ That the States of the Netherlands ha* 
ving voted the King a confiderable Supply 
of Money, by the Help of which, joyned 
to the Courage of the Nohilitjy He had 
won two confiderable Battles, which enabled 
Him to make the Peace of Cawlray^ equal- 
ly profitable for Himfelf as difadvantagi- 
ous for his Enemies; his Majefty could not 
deny, in Point of Gratitude, that the Prince 
had been a principal Inftrument in making 

that 
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that Peace, having treated it privately ^ 
with the Conftahle de Montmorency^ and the 
Marjhal de St> Andre j after his Majejiy had 
given Him his Orders to that Purpofe, and 
affured Him that He could never do Hira 
a more important or a more acceptable 
Service j being refolvcd to go into Spain at 
all Events. 

But thefe Succefles fays the Prince^ obtain-* 
ed by the Blood of the Nobility^ and Supplies 
advanced by the Commons^ inftead of engag- 
ing his Majeftys Benevolence, were cofifi- 
dered as fo many Treafons againft him ,• be- 
caufe the Money was voted on Condition 
that the States General fhould ailemble, and 
that It fhould pafs through the Hands 
of provincial CommiJfarieSy in Prejudice to 
Barlaimont and other State Harpies; 
which two Reftridions the Prince affirms 
to have been the mighty Crimes that in- 
fpired the King and the Spaniards with 
their implacable Hatred for the Flemmings. 

Here he extends his Refleftions, and iays,' 
that the Aflembly of the States General 
having been a certain Check to the grow- 
ing Tyranny of ill Princes; was the conftant 
Objeft of their Hatred ; but that on the 
Contrary, She had ever been happy ia 
the Love and Veneration of fuch as were 
the real Fathers of their Country, who 

N con- 
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confidered Her aS the trueftand bcft Sup- 
port both of their own and ' the Subjefts 
Happinefs. The fecond Point that gave 
Umbrage to the Spaniards^ was that of 
demanding provincial Comwiffaries for the Ad- 
miniftration of the Revenue; andtheFriw^ 
fays, He had known Minifiers take more 
Pleafure in the Money they plundred from 
the Public than in the Income of thehr own 
Eftates; who to prevent a Scrutiny into 
their Conduft, would never fail to exafpc- 
rate the Prime againfl his People, and em- 
ploy a thouiand Arts to keep Them a(^ 
lunder, that They might continue to rob 
with Impunity. He concludes, with allur- 
ing the States Generaly to whom he more 
immediately addrcfl'es his Apolo^^ that He 
bad been prefent in Debates and Councils, 
when the Spaniards had devoted Them all to a 
general MafacrCy agreeable to their Praftice in 
the Indies J w here, He fays. They have cut off 
and exterminated thirty Times as many Peo- 
ple as were contained in the tJetherlands. 

To the Kings Charge of his having form, 
ed Intrigues to acquire the Hearts and 
Affedions of Thofe that were fond of No- 
velties, efpecially fuch as imrlincd to new 
Perfuafions in Religion; and to have been 
the Author of the Petition againft the /«- 
quijition: He confefifes ingeniioufly always 

to 
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to have been of the reformed Religion in his 
Heart J his Father, Count Wi/Iiam ot Naffau^ 
having introduced It into his Territories. 
He affirms to have had It from the Mouth of 
Henry II, when Hoftage at his Courts 
That the Duke of Alva was then concert- 
ing a Method for exterminating the Pro^ 
teflaniSy not only in France^ and the Lovo 
Countries^ but throughout Chrifiendom in ge- 
neral. That for this Purpofe they had deter- 
mined to fet up the pitilefs Inquifition in the 
Netherlands^ whofe Severity was fuch, that 
the leaft Contempt of an Image was Caufe 
fufficient to devote a Man to the Flames ; 
and therefore not being able to fufFer the 
Deftruftion of fo many innocent Perfons, 
He had taken a Retolution to exterminate 
the. Spaniards; and that had he been well 
feconded in fo juft atid generous an Un- 
dertaking, there would by this Time have 
remained nothing of Them in the Nether'^ 
lands^ but their Bones and Sepulchres- 

That for the Petition againft the Inquifitiony 
objefted to him as a Crime, He efteemed it 
his very great Honour to have advifed it, as 
the only Means to prevent thofe infinite Mif- 
chiefs, which afterwards afflifted his Coun- 
try. And for the Religious Aflerablies of the 
Reformed^ he (till advued the Dutchess of 
Parma to permit Them, Things being in fuch 

N * a 
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i Condition that they could not be fuppreded 
uithoCit iDanifeft Hazard of a general Sub- 
Verfion 

The Pripice tomphitts that the SpanmrJs^ 
after doing their Worft, both againfl: his Per- 
fon and Eftate, had made his Eldeft Son a 
Prifoner, and carried him into 5/^i», in open 
Violation of the Priviledges of the Univerfity 
of Louvain and the Country of Brahant: 
affirming that fo rigorous and unjuft a Treat- 
ment abfolvcd him from his Oath, and au- 
thorifed him to make War upon his Enemy ; 
there being a reciprocal Obhgation or Com- 
pa6t between the Dukes of Brahant and their 
Fajfals : That the Subje£l:s owe their Obe- 
dience to the Prme^ who is on his Part ob- 
liged to maintain their Liberties; the princi- 
pal of which are that he fliall not change the 
Cofijiitution oi xht Country by any particu- 
lar Ordinance; that he (hall content him- 
felf with the ordinary Revenue^ and lay no 
frefti Impofitions on the People without Con- 
sent of the States That he fhall not raife 
Forces^ or alter the Value oi Money without 
the fame Concurrence; nor make any Perfon 
a Trifonery or fend him out of the Country, 
without the Knowledge and Inter pofition of 
the proper Magiflrate. That jagreeable to 
this, the Lords of Brahant^ are entrufted by 
the Conjiitutiony with the Militia of the Pro^ 

vince^ 
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vince-^ and are obliged to protect and defend 
its Priviledges ; which when they negled to 
do, They ought to be confidcred as perju- 
red Wretches and the Enemies of their Coun- 
try; that the King had not only violated 
one, but all of thefe Priviledges upon number- 
lefs Occafions ; having in Defiance of all 
Right, rob'd him of his Efiate^ his Dignities 
and his Son^ in Confequence of which His 
Highnefs was entirely difengaged from his 
Oathy and at Liberty to do himfelf Juftice by 
Arms ; efpecially as the King fhewed no Dil* 
pofition to repair his Faults, but had defpifed 
and rejeded the Interpofition of the Emperor 
Maximilian, as well as the Supplications of 
his Subje^s, and executed their Deputies a* 
gainft the Law of Nations* 

To the Kings Charge pf his having formed 
the Union ot Utrecht which is made his 
greateft Crime j He obfcrves that every thing 
that is falutary or expedient for the States, 
is difagreeable to the Spaniards^ refolved u^on 
Tyranny and Oppremon. The Prince owns 
himfelf the Author of that Treaty, hopes to 
be recognifed as fuch thro' all Europe, and ex- 
horts the States to the flricktefV Concord tor 
the Prelervation of their Liberties. 

When the King alledges the Pope's Dif* 
penfacion of his Oath, the Prince reminds 
his Majefly^ that the Obligations of ObcdiencQ 

N 3 «ftd 
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and Prote£lion beiflg reciprocal between him 
and his Subjects, muft become void at the 
fame Time, He fays, the Duke of Alvav;zs 
upon the Point of hanging the principal Per- 
fons in Brujfelsy for oppolmg the exorbitant 
Tax of the Tenth Penny ; that he had aftually 
given Orders to prepare feventeen Cords ; that 
the DiSum of the Sentence was written j and 
that the Spauijh Guards were upon the Point 
of taking Arms to maintain the Execution, 
when the happy News of tht taking of the 
Brill arrived and faved Them from the 6/^- 
^e/. The Prince adds, that as Hannibal 
bad Hvorn the Deftrudion of Rome upon the 
Altar of his Gods, fo the Duke of Aha had 
devoted Himfelf to the Ruin of the Low 
Countries^ as was very apparent from his Cru- 
elties ; and that i( the Mafier might be known 
by his Servant^ the Kings Defign, and na- 
tural Inclinations were fuffidcntly denoted 
by the Tyranny of that mef cilefs Miniftcr. 

Thefc are thcj)rincipal Heads of the Prin^ 
ces Mawifefioy which I thought my felf obli- 
ged to infcrt for the Satisfaftion of the Rea* 
der. They ferve to illuftrate his Highnels*s 
Charafter, and (hew Us upon what Grounds 
he undertook the Defence of the Netherlands^ 
and the Eftabli(hment of the Republic of the 
VttiteJ Provinces 2ig2inii Philip U. Tk^ Prince 

would very willingly have engaged the States 

to 
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to have printed his Declaration in thdr Name ; 
but fonae of the Provinces declined This both 
as they thought the Manijefto too (everc, and 
becaufe they had not a particular Knowledge 
of the Crimes laid to tte Kings Charge : fa 
They contented thcmfeives with publifli- 
ing a Flacartj in which They dedared the 
Prince falfely accufed j that He had accept- 
ed the Government of the Provinces at their 
earnefl Requcft ; offering Him a Guard of 
Horfe for the Safety ot his Pcrlon, and 
begging Him to continue his C^re for the 
Protedion of their Liberties ; promifinp 
Him an exaft Obedieoce, and the utmoi 
Deference for his Orders and Councils, 
which they adcnowledged to be direft* 
ed to no other End than their Prelerva- 

tipn. 

This was tlK true and genuine Sep fe not 
only of the States General^ but of the whole 
People of the Seven Provinces^ after which. 
We cannot wonder if the Princess Death was 
univerfally regret^. He was aflaffinated at 
Delft on the €th of July^ 1584, in the 
fifty fecond Year of his Age, by One 
Balthazar de GerrarJ, a Native of Fille^ 
fans in Burgmily. The Murderer introdu- 
cod himfelf into the Princes Family by 
means of certain Paflports, figncd in Blank, 
by Count Mansfelt^ Governor of Luxemhurg^ 

N 4 which 
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which the Prince intended to make Ufc 
of for his own Couriersy and by that 
Means manage a Defign upon the Towns 
of that Province^ With this View he en- 
tertained Balthazar in his Service, and find- 
ing Him an intelligent Peyfon, the Prince 
dilpatched him into France upon feme pri- 
vate Negotiations, froni whence he had re- 
turned Poft, with the News , of the Duke of 
Alencon's Death; and Le Nolle informs 
us, that being brought to the Princes 
Ped-fide, to give Him the Particulars of 
that Accident, He would then have exe- 
cuted his Defign, had He been provided 
with his Dagger. But feme Days after- 
wards, the Prince having ordered Him to 
take another Journey, Balthazar attended at 
the Head of the Stair-Cafe, under Pre- 
tence of receivuig hiij laft Orders as his 
Hi^nefi came from Dinner, and having 
prelented his Paflport, whilft the Prince 
waited for Pen and Ink to Sign It, the 
Villain fhot Him into the Breaft with 
three Bullets j upon which He fell, and had 
fcarce Time to invoke the Mercy of God 
l)9fore He expired. 

The Affajftn had taken all imaginable 
Precautions for making his Efcape ; and 
in the extreme Confufion that followed 
iis BIqw, He had made off to the Town 

Ditch 
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Ditch, but was taken as He prepared ^ to 
Swim over It. He was no more than 
feven and Twenty, or as others fay, two 
and twenty Years old; with a Refolution. 
that deferved a better Gaufe. No Tortures 
could make Him confefs who had engaged 
Him to commit fo horrid an Adionj yet 
tho' He died without owning any Thing, 
except, that were It undone, He would do 
It again; It is not to be doubted, either 
that he was immediately inftigatal by the 
Spaniards^ or tempted by the Reward pro-. 
miled in t\it? refer ipt ion 

Never was there fo fmcere cr fo univerfal 
a Mourning, as for William I. The Peo- 
ple had loft their Father^ and the Common^ 
jvealth its Founder and Support, The 
States General were inconJfolable and 
in the utmoft Confternation. Some pro- 
pofed laying hold of the general Jnt^ 
nejiy offered by the King of Spain^ and fo 
to return into their Obedience to that 
Crown. But Olden Barneveldt, who 
had been very much in the Confidence 
of William I, and had ferved Him in the 
latter Part of his Life, with great Capa- 
city and Integrity, oppofed this \Vith a- 
bundance of Vigour, and equal Succefs. 
He rcprefented to Them that their Affairs 
were not in fo defperate a Condition, 

Tliat 
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That indeed the RepuHic had loft Her chief 
Support in the Perfon of IVilliam I, but 
that be had left behind Him a Son, then a 
Student at Leyien^ who by the ftrong and 
early Indications he g^e of a noUe MinJj 
s^d a wrtuous DifpofiticHy appeared capa- 
ble of fupplying his Father's Place. 

This was Prince Maurice, whole 
Charafter and Adions we are now about 
to confider. 

He was Son of William I, by his fc- 
cond Wife, Anne of Saxony, Daughter to 
the Elector of that Name io famous for 
his Oppofition of Charles V. Maurice 
was but Eighteen at his Father's E>eath ; an 
Age extremely unequal to the Cares of War 
am Government, but the Authority and 
Perfuafion of Monjieur de Barneveldt were 
fuperiour to every Obftacle, and accordingly 
the Provinces of Holland aiid Zealand irn- 
mediately declared theFr/w^ their Gover- 
nor, tho' indeed, he did not fully enjoy that 
Dignity, 'till fome Years attervfrards : For the 
States General^ who could not hope to fup- 
port Themfelves without foreign A/Tifiance, 
firft offered the Sovereignty of their Country 
to Henry III, King ct France ; who being 
preffcd and harrafled by the Guises at the 
Head of the League, affifted by the Courts 
of Madrid and Komey was in no Con* 

dition 
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dition to accept Itj Upon which They 
made the fame Offer to Queen Eliza- 
beth, who refufcd it in her Turn, but en- 
tered into a Treaty by which fhe obliged 
hcrfclf to fend them the Earl of Leices- 
ter to be their Governour and Captain General 
and to fupply them with five thoufand Fo$t^ 
and one thoufand Horfe^ the Charge of which 
the States were to repay to England^ when 
they fhould be fettled in Peace ; and in the 
mean time her Majefty was to have Flufly- 
ing^ Rammekins and the Brill^ delivered to 
her as Securities for the Rc-imburfement of 
the Money. The Earl arrived with the 
Englijh Forces at Flujhing^ in December 
1585, and after hiving taken Pofleffion of 
the cautionary Towns, went to the Hague 
in February following, where he was re- 
ceived with all outward Demonftrations 
of Joy, proclaimed Governour and Captain 
General of the Statts^ and invefted with 
all the Authority of the StadthoUerJhif. It 
would be the Bufinefs of a general Hifia^ 
rian to defcribe the Conduft and Actions 
oi this Lord^ during his Adminiflration in 
the United Provinces j but this is neither 
confiftent with my prefent Defign, nor 
would the Task be agreeable. An En- 
glifhman could not have more Pleafure ia 
tracing the Marks of §lueen Elizabeth^ Glo* • 
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ry, than Refentment for the weak Condudl 
of her Favourite j which was the more to 
be apprehended by the Republic^ as the 
great and fuccefsful Duke of Parma had 
now fucceeded to the Government of 
the Low CountrkSy who by knowing how 
to temper Clemency with Rigour, bid much 
fairer than any of his Predeceflbrs, to re- 
cover the Seven Provinces to the Spanijh O- 
bedience. But the Earlo^ Leicefter Having 
renounced his Authority, It was foon ap- 
parent, that whatever had been wanting 
in him, or whatever the Public had loft in 
William I, .was fufficiently made up in 
young Prince Maurice^ who was hardly 
paft his Childboody when he revived the 
Fortune of the Commonwealth^ and taught 
his Countrymen the Way to Glory and 
Victory. He reduced the Spaniard^ and re- 
venged bis Father. 

No fooner was he inverted with the 
Command of the Army^ than he began to 
invent new Exercifes for the Souldiers ; new 
Machines and Engines for the iVar; and to 
reform the relaxed Difcipline of the Troops. 
Grotius tells Us, It was admirable to fee (o 
Young a Man, become at once a great 
Captain^ and an Inftruiftor of others 
in the Miliary Arts, who Himfelf had 

wver 
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never had a Mafter. (a) His Endeavours 
were ridiculed ii^i the Beginning, by Thofe 
who were afliamed to learn what they did 
not underftandj but after the Succeis of 
Ibme Experiments, their Contempt was turn- 
ed into Admiration, and the World was 
obliged to confefs, that as no Man excel- 
led William I, in the Arts of Government j 
in acquiring the Affeftions of the People^ 
and laying the Foundation of a Common^ 
wealth; fo no Man was fo proper as 
Prince Maurice to extend and defend It* 
Fortune was fo conftant to Him, that in 
the Courfe of twenty Years, he took thir- 
ty eight or forty Towns, a greater Num- 
ber of Forts, and beat the Spaniards in 
three pitched Battles; Happy had It been 
if the Glory he acquired by Arms^ had 
not been fullied by his Amlition. But This 
unhappily made Him refolve the Ruin cf 
Monsieur De Barkeveldt who had 
been one of his Fathers moft intimate 
Confidents, and the only Means of his 
own Support in the Time of the Earl of 
LiECESTER. The Prince bad for a long 
Time loved and revered this wife Mini- 



(4) See the Annals of Gwiu^t Lib. Y. 
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fter, as his Benefador and fecond Father ; but 
when Monfitur De Barnevtldt appeared in 
Favour of the Truce propofed between 
the Arch-Duke and the United Pro- 
vinces, the Prince^ who confidered the 
Ceflation of the iVar^ as the End of his 
own Glory. and Authority, could not help 
fhewing his Refentment to Him upon all 
Occafions; and Monfieur Du Mauriery tells 
Us, he forgot himlelf fo tar, as to give 
the good old Man the Lie , and even to 
ftrike Him at a public Conference, (a) 
The Frime of Orange employed every Ar- 
gument to perfwade Henry IV, to aban- 
don tbpfe that propofed the TrucCy as a 
Thing wtitely contrary to the Intereft of 
his t^ingdoni, becaufe the Spaniards being 
eafy on tiie Side of the Vniud Provincesj 
wogid be at Liberty to turn their whole 
Force againft France: and in Holland a 
Multitude of Pamphlets were pubUlhed, ac- 
cufing Barneveldt and his party of Treafon, 
and Intelligence with the Spaniard. But this 
Minifter reprefenied to Hen fly IV, by his 
EmiajffhdorSf that the Comwonwealth was fo 
drained by an Expenfive PfV of Forty Years, 



(4) Memoves Pu }\amcr. Page 393. 
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that it was impoffible to fupporc the 
Charge of it any Ibnger, without very great 
Affiftaace from Abroad. That the State 
was loaded with exceflive Debts, the Inte- 
reft of which, muft be regularly paid to 
Thofe who had lent their Eftates to the 
Puhlicy the greatefl: Part of whom, had 
no other Revenues. That the Taxes already 
fettled for the Maintenance of the fVar^ 
were not fufficient to continue It; yet if 
his Majefty would pleafe to furnifh Them 
with the ncccflary Supplies, They would 
ftill go on with gmter Courage than e** 
ver. But the King, whofe Coffers were 
like\^ife exhaufted, thought it more eligi- 
ble to concur in the pacifick Meafuresthac 
were propofed, rather than continue the 
iVar at the Expence of four Millions a Ye^jir, 
which He would have been obliged to have 
furniihed Them ; and accordingly the Truce 
took Place under the Influence of his Autho- 
rity, notwithftanding the continual Oppofiti- 
on of Prince Maurice and his Dependent;* 

From this Time the Prince laid 
hold upon every Occafion to ruin Monm 
fieur De Barneveldt^ whofe Council Hen- 
ry IV, had foUtowed, preferably to his Ad- 
vice and Intcreft. Yet before he would 
come to an Extremity, He endevoured 
to make that great Man his o^ n^ by the 

Inter- 
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Interpofition of his Mother in Law the Prin^ 
cffs Dowager of Orange ; but this not taking 
place, he let about to revenge Himfelf by 
all the Methods in his Power; raifing Mon^ 
fieur De Barneveldt a thoufend Enemies 
whom He flattered with the Hopes of mak- 
ing their own Fortunes upon the Ruins of 
that Minifter* 

But notwithftanding the ready Difpo- 
fition of Prince Maurice^ there was yet no 
apparent Guilt in Monfieur De^ Barneveldt 
or his Adherents; and confequently they 
could not be proceeded againft with any 
Colour of Juftice, But for This, Religion foon 
furniflied a fpecious Pretext. 

The Difciples of Gomar and Arminius 
had divided the Sentiments and Affcftionst 
of the People upon different Points of Doc- 
trine, The Gowarifls maintained, agreeable 
to the Opinion of Calvin^ that God by an 
eternal Decree, had ordained who fliould be 
faved and who fliould be damned ; and that 
this neceflarily influenced and drew Part of 
Mankind into the Way of Piety and Salva- 
tion, whillt the Reft remained buried and 
funk in the Multitude of Vices common to 
humane Nature. 

The Armnians fa id on the contrary that 
God who was a juft Judge, and a moft 
indulgent Father, made this Difference be- 
tween 
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tween Sinners, that fuch who repented of 
their Faults fhould obtain Mercy and Life 
everlading, whilft thofe that remained im^ 
penitent and obftinate ihould be puniihed. 
That God wiihed all Men to enter into 
the Way of Salvation, and had given them 
excellent Precepts to that Purpofe ; but 
that neither religious Men nor Sinners were 
compelled by any Neceffity j and that the 
Fat€ of every one depended on his own free 
Will. 

Thefe Opinions divided the State^ and were 
very warmly contefted. 'Tvvas frequent to 
hear Doftrines condiemned in the Afternoon 
from the fame Pulpit where they had been 
taught and recommended in the Morning. 
Sometimes the People had come to blows 
in Defence of their Preachers. Murders hsid 
been committed, and Tumults were grown 
frequent in all the great Towns of the Pro* 
Tinces. 

The States General had met leveral 
Times in order to redrefs thefe Difordersj 
and amongft the (everal Expedients propo* 
fed in their Aflembly, Monfiewr De Barne-' 
veldt was of Opinion, that the Trofeffort 
of Divinity^ and Miniflers fhould be forbid 
to make any Mention of the Points of Grace 
or Predeftination^ either in the Univerfitiea 
or Churches; and that in the fame manner 

O all 
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all Printers fliould be reftralned from 
publ idling Books relating to either of thofe 
Doftrines. He faid that Men ought mutually 
to bear with each other, and not feperate 
themfelvef, and form different Aflemblies and 
Communions to the. Scandal of the Church. 
Thatthefe Doftrines were in themfelves fo 
fultiky and fo much above the Reach and 
Underftandingofthe People, that the Coun- 
try would not fail to recover its ufual Tran- 
quility as foon as the Difputes concerning 
them ihould be filenced. That there would 
ftill remain a very ample Field to the Mi^ 
mflersy either for the Confolation or Inftruc- 
tion of their Hearers, by exhorting them 
to praftice the Commandments of God, 
and the Virtues of Chrijiianity ; and by ex-- 
plaining the Text of the Old and New Tefia^ 
tnent^ which had no other Tendency than 
to infpire Mankind with Sentiments of feace 
and charity. Laftly He added ^ that the 
Doftrine of Tredefiinaiion was fo very obfcure 
and difficult that the greateft Divines were 
loft in it. 

But Prince Maurice^ and thofe of his Fac- 
tion, who w ere glad of the leaft Pretence to 
ruin Monfieur De Barneveldt, oppofed his Sen- • 
timents with a great deal of Warmth, and 
took this Occahon to enforce their former 
Ipfinuarion% that he held a Correlpondence 

with 
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with the Spaniards^ and had a mind to intro-- 
duce the Roman Catholkk Religion^ which was 
alone capable of deftroying the Repuhlic. 
Pamphlets were publiflied, charging Him 
plainly with being a Tcnfioner to Spain^ and 
of having formed the deteftable Defign of 
reducing his Country to its former Sla- 
very. 

Monfieur De Barneveldt on his Part, pub- 
liihed a kng Apolo^^ in which he anfwered 
the Calumnies thrown upon Him, by repre- 
fenting the many Services He had perfor- 
med tor the Public^ But the other Party 
made the Majority j and were fupported by 
Prince Maurice^ who had the Army at his 
Difpofal, and was adored by the Multitude^ 
who could not be induced to believe He in- 
tended Them any Injury, after having taken 
infinite Pains for a long Series of Years, and 
run the moft imminent Hazards for their 
Safety and Defence. 

In vain did Monfieur De Barneveldt complain 
to his natural and only Sovereigns the States 
of Holland and West Frizeand ; and 
in vain did Thefc take Him under their Pro- 
tedion. The Prince was deaf to Priviled- 
ges that oppofed his Defigns, and refolved 
to make his own Power, which he cunningly 
mafqued under the Name ot the States ge-^ 
neraly fuperior to that of the particular Pro- 
vinces. 

O 2 Agreeable 
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Agreeable to This, Monfieur De BarnevdJt 
was arrefted by an extraordinary Order in 
ibe Name of the States , General^ Signed 
only by eight Members of that Aflembly, 
a1 of them Dependants and Creatures of 
Prince Maurice^ Three of his Friends were 
feized at the fame Time, and committed to 
different Prifonsj Monsieur Hogerbeis Ten^ 
jjonary oi Leyden.^ a Man of known Capacity 
and Ihtegrity ; Monsieur Leydenberg Se^^ 
vretary to the Pnvincial States of Vtrechty 
and the great Hugo Grotius Petfjionary ©f 
Rotterdam. They were accufed of enormous 
Crimes againft the State^ and.amongft the 
Reft, of having formed a Defign to plunge 
the Country in Bloody and deliver It up to 
the Spaniard. This heavy Charge was po- 
fted up at every Corner, in order to render 
them odious to the People j But their real 
Crime was that of having oppofed the am- 
bitious Defigns of Prince Maurice^ who a 
little before their Detention, had entirely 
broke thro' the Conftiturion of the Repute 
licy by arbitrarily changing the Magiftrates 
of feveral Places in Holland^ as well as in 
the City of Vtrecht. where He Ukewife dif- 
banded tlie Garrifon newly raifed and main- 
tained by that Totony agreeable to lier Pri- 
viledges. This he did in the Name of the 
States general as Confervators of the Repui^ 

licj 
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licy which was no more than a Veil art- 
fully drawn, to hide the Truth of his De- 
figns from the Populace at Home, and the 
Neighhourim Princes abroad ; who being 
ignorant of the Conftitution, might falfly 
imagine the Sovereignty of the Seven Prih 
vinces to be lodged in that Aflembly. 

Whilft the above-mentioned Gentlemen 
were in Prifon, the Prince and his Party con- 
vened a General Synod at Dort, which 
they termed national^ as if the Seven Provinces 
made but one People, in Prejudice to their 
diftinct Liberties, which referve to each of 
them the Right of regulating Religion with-, 
in their relpedive Diftrifts. 

This Aflembly to outward Appearance was 
extremly folemn. Befides the Members of the 
feveral Provinces, It confifted of Deputies 
from our King James I, from the Elector. 
Palatine, the Tandgrave of Hesse, the 
proteftant Cantons of Switzerland and 
the Towns of Geneva, Bremen and Eme» 

PEN. 

But it was foon evident from the Con- 
duct of thefe Divines^ that they met to* 
gether to condemn their Opponents rather 
than refute Them ; and accordingly the 
Doftrines of Arminius were declared hereti'- 
cat ^ndfcanJalous^ tending to introduce Pofie-^ 
ry xaxoxh^ V nit ed Provinces i and in Confer 

O J qucnce 
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quence of this all Thofe Divines who were 
either known to be ArminianSy or fufpeftcd 
for fuch, U'cre fufpended from officiating in 
their Funftions, baniftied the^ Vnited Provin- 
cesy and forbid to return under fevere Pe- 
nalties. 

The Decifions of the Synod of Port may 
)uflly be faid to have fixed the Fate of Afo«- 
fieur De BarneveUt ; \vho was now brought 
to his Tryal and condemned to Death on the 
'i2tb o{ May, 1 619, by a Set of Commiflio- 
ncTi chofen in Reality by the Trince of Orange^ 
tho* nominated by the States General^ in 
manifefr Violation of the Rights and Privi- 
Icdges of the Provincial States of Hollandy his 
natural and lawful Judges. And to prevent ' 
the Complaints of that Aflembly, who fome 
time Lefore, by an authentic Refolution of 
State^ had taken Monjieur De Barneveldt into 
thCit Proteifiion ; the Prince^ by another In*- 
fult on their Priviledges, removed feveral of 
their Members, and fubftituted others in 
their Room, that were entirely devoted to 
Him. 

In Purfuance of this Sentence, Monfeur De 
Barneveldt was beheaded at the Haguey in 
the 76th Year of his Age, after having 
Jong (erved the State with great Abilities, 
and been the principal Means of Prince Mau* 
ricei early Elevation. 

ft 
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It cannot be doubted, that thro' all this 
Scene of Violence and Injuftice, tlie Prme 
afted by Cesar's Maxim, Qa) with a 
View to make Himfelf Sovereign of his 
Country, But becaufe he did not execute 
This when It was in his Power, after 
having deftroyed MQnfeur De Barnevddt 
and his Adherents, the Friends of the 
Houfk of Orange took Occafion to deny 
that It had ever been his Intention* iti 
Hopes no doubt to obviate the general 
Odium which the Avowal of fuch a De- 
fign would caft upon his Memory. But 
the Princes Aftions were of too flrong a 
Dye to admit fo favourable an Interpre- 
tation. The truth is, that after Monfienr 
De BarneveUis Death, His Highnefs met 
with more Obftacles to his Defign than 
he had forefeen. Even thofe who had af- 
fifted to bring on the Fate of that Mini- 
fler, were upon the whole, as much averfe 
to the Lofe of their Liberty, as the De* 
ceafed- 

And on the other Hand, The Frhce faw 
but too vifibly, that by the Death, Im- 
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prifonment, and Exile of fo niahy Pcrfons, 
who were well allied, and had ferved the 
State with Fidelity and Honour, He hali 
entirely loft the Aftbdions of the People. In 
proportion, as his real Defigns came to be 
difcovered, the Odium that had been artful- 
ly raifed againft Mmfieur De BarneveUt was 
changed into Pity: and the Trme^ who 
was confidered as the Author of all the 
Injuftice that had been done Him, from 
being the Darling of the Public, became 
its Avcrfion. / 

Such was the State of D.Bm(lic Aff^n 
in the Vnited Provinces; and the Situa^ 
tion of Things abroad was ftill more 
averfe to the Princes Undertaking- The 
Elector Palatine, upon whom He had 
^ very great Dependance, was fo entirely 
reduced by the Battle of Prague, that 
inftead of being in a Condition, to a/lift 
Prince Maurice upon any Extremity, He was 
forced to be obliged to Him for Part 
of his own Subfiftance. And on the other 
Hand, the Emperor, Ferdinand II, was 
become fo abfolute over the Princes and 
free Towns of the Empire y that the 
frince loft all Hopes of the leaft Affift- 
IBK from G^rmatry. 

Chag. 
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Chagrined with thefe Difapointments, 
and penetrated, It may be, with Remorfe, 
for his iojuftice to Monfieur De Barneveldt^ 
Prince Maurice, from being fat, ro- 
bufl-, and indefatigable ; became lean, lan« 
guiOVd and died in the Beginning of the 
Year 16x5. Breda was at that Time 
befieged by the famous Spinola. The 
Trince had taken It by Surprize from the 
Spaniards^ thirty four Years before, when 
He was yet young in the Command of 
the Army ; and it being a City of his 
own Patrimony^ a Report was fpread that 
He died of Grief, for not being able to 
relieve It ; but Others, with more Proba- 
bility, afcribed His Death to the Difquiet 
and Chagrin be had conceived upon the 
ill Succels of the Schemes He had form- 
ed to acquire the Sovereignty of His 
Country, 

Prince Frederic Henry, Son of 
William I, by his fourth Wife Louifa dc 
Colligm Daughter of the great Admiral of 
that Name, fucceeded Prince Maurice^ in 
all his Commands, and Authority in the 
Vnited Provinces. This Prince had given 
Marks of an , early Bravery in his Bro- 
ther's Life Time, under whom He learned 
the Art of War ; and continued to Com* 
jnand the Forces of the States General 

after 
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after his Death, with great Capacity and 
Courage. 

To give an Account of his Aftions 
would be to write the Hiftory of the 
Repuhlic^ and a Journal of the War^ in 
which he was fo extreamly fortunate, that 
by a long and conftant Series of Succefe, He 
at laft reduced the Spaniards to the Necef^ 
fity of making the Peace of Munster, 
by which they renounced all Right and 
Title to the Vnitcd Provinces^ and by treat- 
ing the States General as free and 
abfolute Sovereigns, fealedy if I may fo 
fpeak, the Liberty of the Repuhlic. 

The Frinces of Orange firft received 
the Title of Highnefs irom Cardinal 
Rich LIEU, who after his Defign upon the 
Principality of Orange had failed, omitted 
nothing that might flatter Prince Frederic 
Henry I being under a Neceflity of preferv- 
ing the Friendfhip and Alliance of the 
Seven Province^^ the better to effeftuate 
the ambitious Projefts He had formed for 
aggrandifing the French Monarchy. 

Frederic Henry died in March 1(547, 
after having been fome Time ill of a 
Dropfy and other Diftempers, which lef- 
fcned his Capacity and imbittered his 
Temper. 

The 
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The Good of the Commonwealth was the 
Objeft of this Princes Anions, through 
the whole Courfe of his Adminiftration. 
He endeavoured, with abundance of Care, 
to reconcile contending Parties, and in the 
midfl of foreign War^ to preferve the do-^ 
ntiftic Peace of his 0)untry. To this Pur- 
pofe He always chofc to employ Methods 
of Lenity and Moderation rather than thofe 
of Authority j nor can the utmoft Malice 
reproach Him with any Attempt either 
fecret or open, againft the Liberty of the 
Republic. (^) 

William II, only Son of Prince Frede^ 
ric Henry^ had in his Fathers Life-Time, 
been inverted by the States of Holland with 
the Reverfion of the Stadtholderjhip ; yet, 
tho' they were fitting when Frederic Henry 
died, they declined for fonie time to inftall 
the young Prince in that Dignity, to flicw 
that the Government was not Hereditary, 
but depended on the Donation of the States. 
At laft however he was fully inverted with 
all the Honours and Authority of his An- 
ceftors- This Prince had married the Prin- 
cess Royal of England, Daughter to 
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King Charles I. He inherited the Policy 
of his Grandfather, with all the Courage 
and Ambition of bis Uncle Mauricey and 
traverfed the Peace of Munfter with the fame 
Vigour, and the fame Views, that the latter 
had oppofed the Truce of 1 609. But not 
having been able to prevent the Conclufioa of 
that Treaty, He fet about to make Himfelf 
abfplute at Home, and would effcftuate 
in the Beginning of his Adminiftration, that 
which his Vnck had failed to do at the 
End of his Life, when his Authority and 
Power were augmented and ftrengthened by 
a long Series of Viftory and Succefs. 

It was not long before the young Prince. 
had an Occafion to exert Himfelf. 

The Treaty of Munster having fettled 
the Peace between Spain and the United 
Provinces j tTie States general applied them- 
fclves very induftriouily to the Regulation 
of their Revenues. The Province of HoU 
land, in particular, was earned to Icflen the 
public Expence j and in this View propofcd 
amongfl: other Things that Part of the 
Army ihould be immediately disbanded. But 
the Prince of Orange^ leconded by the States 
general^ and the Council of State reprefented, 
that the Peace not being yet made be- 
tween France and Spain ; and thofe Crowns 
bsiving their Armies at the Gates of the Re^ 

fuhlic^ 
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puhlkj It would be prudent to defer for tome 
time disbanding the Army till Things fhould 
be better fettled. The Quality and Number 
of thofe Forces that were to be reformed 
furniihed another ' Subjcft of Debate- The 
Tr evince of Holland was for preferving the 
national Troops, and disbanding the Stran- 
gers. The Prince en the contrary faid It 
was not equitable to turn away thofe who had 
fo well fignalized Themfelves for their Fideli- 
ty and Valour, in Defence oH\\tCommomoealth\ 
and demanded that the Rejorm (hould fall 
in an equal Proportion between the national 
Troops and the Strangers* Thefe foreign Forces 
coniifted of five Englifl) Regiments of Foot, 
fivt French y three Scotchy three Germany and 
fifteen Flewijhy which laft the Province of 
Holland inclined to rcferve, and to disband 
almoft all the Reft, who had ferved with 
Honour, even from the Infancy of the Republic. 
With Regard to the Number that was to 
be cafliiered, Holland .propofed to reduce 
the Army to twenty five thoufand feven hun-- 
dred Foot, and two thoufand feven hHn-* 
dred Horse ; whereas the States Gene- 
ral defired to referve three thdufand Horse, 
with twenty fix thoufand three hundred Foot, (a^ 
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The Difference was trifling, and could never 
have prcxluced a Rupture, had not their 
Minds been already too well difpofcd for it. 

But Holland which paid annually to the 
Amount of at lead one Million eight hun^ 
dred thoufand Florins more than her Re- 
venues amounted to, was not oalyobftioate 
as to the Number of Troops to be retained, 
but infifted alfo that the Reft ihould be im- 
mediately cafhiered; and accordingly the 
States of that Province^ without obferving 
the ufual Formalities, or having any Re- 
gard to the Oppofition of the Prince of 0- 
range^ and the Council of State^ fent Orders 
to the feverai C apt aim oi thsAX Dependance, 
to disband their Companies upon Pain of 
not being paid upon the old Eftablifhment, 
longer than the 2Qth of July of the fame 
Year, (a) 

This occafioned a general Difcontent. 
The Officers complained to the Prince^ 
to the Cornell of State^ and the States 
General. Their High Mightinesses, after 
debating the Point ; were of Opinion that 
the Province of Holland had broke the 
Union of Utrecht; fince the Troops 
having been raifed for the general Dc- 
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fence of the FrovinceSy ought not to be 
disbanded without the fame Concurrence; 
and concluded, by a Majority of Votes, 
to defire the Provincial Council of State to 
aflemble the fame Day, in order to re- 
voke the Orderi; of the States cf Holland^ 
and ' give new ones for the Payment of 
the Troops as ufual, *till the Manner of 
Disbanding them fhould be regulated by 
the Common Confent. But the Ceuncil 
had no Power to fupercede the Orders of 
the States of HMandy wherefore She pro- 
pofed to convene that Affemlly^ that 
They might debate a fecond Time up- 
on a Point which was become much 
more important than was at firft ima- 
gined. 

The States of Holland refolved to 
maintain their firft Rcfblution, and repeat, 
ed their Orders for the execution of It, 
The Governors of the Frontier tovons^ were 
commanded on the Contrary to obey the 
States General. 

Thus Diflention was introduced between 
the ProvinceSy which gave the Prince an Op- 
portunity of executing the Projeds He had 
formed againft their common Liberty. 

The Council of State with the Prince 
cf Orange as its Head, accompanied by 
the Count of Nassau, Governor of frize^^ 

land, 
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iansfy went in a Body to the Aflembly of 
the States Generaly and befought their High 
Mightinesses to forbid the disbanding the 
Army^ in Confequcnce of the Orders given 
by Holland; and that they would pleafe to 
fend a Deputation to the particular Towns of 
that Province^ to engage Them to change 
their Refolution. Bcfides this, the Prince 
defired that he might be authorifed to give 
the neceffary Orders for the Prefervation of 
the Union, and to oppofe whatever mizht fe 
undertaken to diftuxb and invade It : declar- 
ing at the fame time, that he would put 
Himfelf at the Head of the Deputation^ and 
make the Tour of Holland, if their high Migh 
tineffes confentcd to It. 

The States General^ notwithftanding the 
Oppofition of Holland^ fell into every thing 
the Prince defired. The Deputation was vor 
ted ; His Highnefs was defired to appear 
at the Head of It, and aurhorifed at the 
fame Time to give the neceflary Orders 
for the Prefervation of the Vnion. This in 
Efteft wa!s creating a Dictator ; for the 
Refolution was couched in fuch Terms as 
gave the Prince Room to juftify whatever 
rie might think proper to undertake. 

His Highnefs and the Members of the 
States General fet out. Their firft Vifit was 
to DoRT, the moft anticnt Town of the 

Province 
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Province oS. Holland. The Magift rates g;vG 
them Audience out of Refped to the Prince^ 
refer ving the Right of Sovereignty to the Fro-^ 
vincial States^ and treedo'Ti ot voting m the 
Senate^ Monfieur Aertshergue Ipoke lor the 
Deputation* He reprefented the dangerous 
Tendencies of the Conduft of Holland^ both 
againft the Vnion of Vtrecht^ and tiie efta- 
blilhed Religion^ for the Defence of which 
William I, had engaged the People to take 
Arms. He expatiated upon the Autho- 
rity of the Council of State^ to whom the 
Power of raijing and d islanding the Forces 
had been entrufted ; and enlarged upon the 
feveral Propofitions of Accommodation which 
had been in vain propofed with rcfpeft to 
disbanding the Army. He faid that if Hol^ 
land was loaded with Debts and Taxes, the 
other Provinces had the fame Caufes of Com- 
plaint, or rather that they had none of them 
juft Reafon to complain of That which was 
the unavoidable Confequence of a long War* 
He infinuated to the flUgifirates that they 
had given their Deputies Inftruftions tg op- 
pbfe the Reform of the Troops^ notwith- 
ftanding which they had confented to It^ 
and laflly, he extolled the Excellence of the 
prefent Expedient for terminating the Mif- 
underflandings that had hapned, for which 
he faid, there could not be a more proper 

P Remedy 
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Remedy than this Deputatkm^ with the Ftince 
of Orange 4t its Head. 

To this ftreouous Difcourfe the Magiflrates 
anlwered /imply, that They would give their 
Opinion in the Allembly of the provimal 
Statesy in fuch a manner as fhoold be mcft 
confiftent with the jmhlic Good. The World 
was equally furprized wkh the Modefty of 
this Reply, and the Infolence of Aertsbergue ; 
who not only demanded a more categorical 
Anfwer, but thftt the Magifirates fliould con- 
fefs 10 have violated the Vnim^ and deferved 
corporal PfmtJhmenU He concluded with threat- 
rting to employ other Methods than thofe of 
remonftrating j and behaved fo haughtily 
that He Would have run a very greit Rifque 
had He not been protcded by the Primes 
Prefence, backed by a g'^eat Number of 
Officers that attended Him. The Magu 
firates exprefled their Indignation at this 
Treatment, acquainted the Provincial States 
with the infulting Menaces that had been 
thrown out againft Them, and refolved u- 
nanimoufly to refufe all Confertnce with the 
Prince of Orange^ and the Deputies of the 
States general. 

The Deputation was better received in 
fome other Towns of the Province ; But 
the Regents of Amsterdam, fent two 
Burgomajlers as far as Tergow to defire the 

Prince 
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Prmce to ftop his Journey, becaufe They 
could Dot admit his Highnefs^ and thofe 
that attended Him to an Audience in the 
Senate : And finding that the Prince kept 
on his Way, They fent a third Burgom({fttr^ 
with the PrefiJent Schepen^ and Town 5^- 
cretary ; as far as Edam^ to acquaint hisi 
IiRghnefs that if He came as Governor of 
their Province^ He ihculd be received with 
all the Honours due to his Birth and 
Qiuality J but that They could not receive 
Him as a Deputy of the States General^ be- 
caufe that Deputation might be attended 
with dangerous Confequences. They fpoke 
the fame Language when his Highnejs ar^* 
rived in their City. 

The Regents of Harlem and Delf-t 
imitated thofe of Awperdam. The Towns 
of North Holland were more complai- 
fant, with Exception to Horn and Medem^ 
llicL > The Latter fent to tell the Prince the 
Roads were lady and that the Ton n was too 
iinali to accommodate his Highnefs and p^ 
fiumeroiii a Deputation^ in a Manner fuitahle 
to their polity. 

The Prince returned to the Hague; and 
Monfieur Aertshergue made his Report to the 
States General^ complaining of the little Re* 
fpeft that had been fliewn to their High Migb* 
tinejfs^ Deputies. He faid, he had found 
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the Towns of Holland divided into four 
different Opinions. Some profefled them* 
felves inviolably attached to t\iQ Vnion; O^ 
thers were lukevoarmi The Third did not 
explain themfelves upon that SuhjeH : And 
the Reft refufed to give the Deputies Au- 
dience. The Prince only added, that He 
had not met with all the Refpeft that 
was due to his Perfonj but feme Days 
afterwards, his FJighnef^ was much louder 
in his Complaints to the Provincial States 
of Hollandy and printed his Speech, that 
it might have the greater Effeft on the 
Clergy and Common People^ who were intirc- 
ly devoted to Him. The States of Holland 
on their Part publiftied a Manifefto in which 
They indevourcd to juftify their Conduft, 
and fent It to the States of the other fix 
Provinces. 

A Difpute concerning a Right of Jurif- 
diftion redoubled the Animofity of the fe- 
veral Parties. 

Admiral de Wit^ who Commanded a 
Squadron of ^utch Men of War^ for the 
Defence of the Brazils againft Portugal^ 
left that Coaft, and returned to Holland 
without Orders, {a) The Prince of 



(4) Annales des Provinces unies, j^t Baptag^, Fol. 171. 
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Orange, as Lord High Admiral^ put Him 
under Arreft, and the States General fent 
their Commands at the fame Time to the 
Admiralty of Amfterdam^ to confine the fe- 
veral Captains that had followed De Wit s 
Flag. 

This produced a Difpute of Jurifdiftion- 
The States of Holland, faid It was 
an Infringement of their Sovereignty^ to im- 
prifon Perfons in that Manner, within the 
Territory of their Province^ who ought to 
be left to the Gourfe of ordinary Juftice. 

But the States General juftified their 
Conduct: by the Example of certain Captains 
who had lerved under Admiral Pater^ and 
were made Prifoners by the Admiralty of 
Amfierdam^ at their Return ; as well as of 
the Souldiers who delivered up the Bay of 
AB Saints, in i6xf. And to this They 
added, that the Law was clear in the Point, 
fince thofe Officers who received their Com- 
miflions from the States General^ and had 
taken an Oath of Fidelity to them, muft 
neceflarily depend on their Jurifdiftion, ef- 
pecially for the Tryal of Crimes committed 
out of the Extent of the Provinces and in 
Places where the States General had efta-^ 
blilhed a Council^ and a Court of Juftice- 
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But the Province of Holland was obfti- 
nate, and affirmed that the States General 
could excrcife no Kind of Jurifdiftioti whaCw 
foever within herDiftrift, unlefs m certain 
Cafes, with relation to the Militia; and 
that it would be a manifeft Violation of 
her Liberties, to punilh Offenders in a 
Place, where the natural and lavftd Seve^ 
reign was obliged to remit the cogni« 
fance of the Crime to the High Court of 
Jujlice. 

Agreeable to this, the Magijlrates of 
jfimjlerdam forced open the Doors of the Ad-- 
miralty Prifons^ and releafcd the Captains from 
their Confinement ; upon which the Prince 
of Orange iorefeeing the fame Thing 
would be done at the Hague in Favour 
of Admiral De Wit^ his Highnefs of bis own 
Accord fet Him at Liberty ; but determined 
at the fame Time, to revenge Himfelf of 
^he fevefal Infuhs he had received, and to 
fet his Autliority above the Reach of fuch 
Attempts for the Future. 

The firft Step the Prince took, in Order 
to This, was to Imprifon Six of the Provinci- 
al States of Holland; Deputies of thofe Towns 
that had given his Highne/s an ill Recepti- 
on. Thele were Jacai De Wit Burgomafter 
pf Dorty Father of Him who was aher wards 
Qrarid Penfionary of Holland; John De Waal^ 

BurgOr 
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Burgomafter of Harlew; Alhert Reuyl Penfin 
oaary of the fame Town j John Duy[t D^ 
Fear bout. Burgomafter of Deifi; banning 
Keyzery "Peofionary of Horni and Nicholas; 
SieltHgwerfj Secretary of JMeJemhlkk. (a) 
Meffieurs Bikker^ Burgomafters of Amfierdam^ 
havii^ received an Information that a De^ 
fign was formed againfl: their Perfons, 
kept clofe in their City, and avoided the 
Blow, 

The Prince font to invite the Deputies fe- 
parately^ to come and confer with Him upon 
otrtain Affairs befi^re the opening of the 
Aflembly. A FMlet de Chamlre^ attended 
m the AnthChamher^ and upon their Ap- 
pearance, took care to uiher them to a le- 
veral Appartment, where they were lock'd 
up till the Evening, and then fent to the 
Caftle of Leuveflein under a ftrong Party^ 

In the mean time the Guards were doubled, 
and the Hague was in a few Hours filled with 
SouldierSy to keep the States of Holland in 
Awe, and prevent a Refcue- 

The Prince fent for M^nfieur Cats^ who 
was then Grand Penfionary^ told Him what 
He had done, and charged Him to aci^- 
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quaint the States of Holland with It j let* 
ting Him know at the lame Time, that 
He had ordered Troops to march under 
the Command of the Count de NaJfaUy Go^ 
vernour of Frizeland^ for the Redu6Hon of 
4mfierdam. His Highnefs was pcrfuaded that 
He was already Mafter of the Town, and 
told Monjieur Cats He would fet out that very 
Pay to put Himlelf at the Head rf the 
Troops. 

The Grand Tenfionary would willingly 
Jiave excufed Himfelf from undertaking 
fo difagreeable a Commiflion. He beg'd 
the Trince to write down the Names of 
the Deputies^ and the Motives, that had 
induced his Highnefs to confine Them j 
The Fear and Surprize with which he was 
penetrated, having made him incapable. 
He fa id ^ of repeating His Highnefs j^ 
Words with that exadnefs that was re-p 
quifite. 

The News threw the whole Aflembly of 
the States of Holland into the utmoft Con- 
llepnation ; They were at a Lofs what 
Mealures to take, and adjourned for fomc 
Pays to acqi^int their Principals with what 
pafl^d at the fiague^ and receive their 
Qrder^. 

Tbc 
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The learned Hifiorian * whom I have 
chofen to follow in my Relation of thefe 
Fafts, informs us that the Language of the 
Trinces Party upon this Occafion, was that 
the StadthoUer was originally created to 
prcferve the Treaty of Vtrecht^ and reftrain 
fuch Provinces as might either attempt to dif- 
folve It, or feparate Themfelves from the 
Reft. They faid, Holi^and had ftruck 
an unhappy Blow at the Union, in dif- 
banding the Tr^^jj^j by her own Authority, 
not only againft the Confent, but even in 
direft Oppofition to the States General^ 
That fo violent a Proceeding gave Room 
to fufpcft Ihe had formed a Defign to ufurp 
a Superiority over her Sifter Provinces ; but 
that fuppofing the beft, fhe had given a 
very dangerous Example to the Rei;, who 
would at any time think Theralelves e- 
qually at Liberty to disband the Troops 
that were in their Pay; infomuch that the 
Republic might be left entirely naked and 
defencelefs. To this, they added^ that a 
violent Difeafe could not be cured but by 
a Remedy of ihe fame Nature, which their 
High Mightinesses underitood io well, ' 
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that they had invefted the Prince with ati 
unlimited Power to aft as He thought 
fit. 

But the RepuUkoMSy irritated at this Con- 
duft, complained k)udly of thofe temf0~ 
rifiiig Cturtiersj who lacrificmg the Cm^ 
memvealtb to their private Intereft, ed the 
Prince by Degrees to a Defpotick Power. 
Twas with the utmoft Concern They faw 
the Lilertj of the States violated ; a Num- 
ber of Deputies imprybned, and the Reft 
intimidated and heartlefe, at a Crifis when 
all their Courage was requifite to a^rt the 
Liberties of the Province. In vain, faiJ they, 
have we refifted the Spanish Yoke, if 
we muft now receive that of the youni 
Prince of Orange. In vain was (omucl 
Blood fpilt, to eftablilh a Mmarcby for the 
ffoufe of Nafau. 

In the mean Time, the Prince^ who covered 
his Aibions under the Refolution of the States 
General^ by which they authorifed Him in 
general terntSy to employ the necejfary means 
for the Prefervation of the Union, and the 
Prevention of whatfoever might he undertaken 
to its Prejudice^ thought it proper to let their 
Higfj Mightinejfes know the \J{q He made of 
thte Power they had entrufted him with. 
This was done in His Highnefs's Name, by 
the Prefident of the Week j But notwith- 
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ftanding the Refpe£t and Affeftion of the 
States tor the Prince and his Family^ their 
Concern was very great j and 'twas appa- 
rent enough from their Surprize, that they 
had never entertained an Idea, that the ge-- 
neral, unguarded Expredions, in which their 
itefolution was couched, could have been 
conftrued into an Authority to imprifon Six 
of the Provincial States, and lay 
Siege to the principal City of the Vnited 
Provinces* 

But the Prince had thrown the Dicj and 
would not tetrzd: It. He believed the Sw:-^ 
cefs of all his DeHgns depended upon the 
Reduction of Atn/ieniam^ and refolved if 
IK)ffible, to make Himfelf Mafter of It. 
' To this Purpofe He had ordered Count 
Dbona and Monfieur De Somelfdick^ to draw 
out Part of the neighbouring Garrifons, 
and rendevous at Akouy fituated about 
two Leagues from Amfflerdam^ where Count 
William of Nassau, Stadtholder of 
Frizeland, was to join Them, fo as to. 
be before that City by Break of Day, where 
they were to poflefs Themfelves of a Gate, 
before the Burners had Leifure to prepare 
for its Defence; and to facilitate the Ex- 
ecution, Major Gentillot a Frenchman^ had 
conveyed Himfelf into the Town on the 
Evening before, with fifty Men, who were 

to 
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to fecure the Guard, and open a Gate to 
the Beiiegers. 

The Magiflrates and People of Amjlerdam^ 
were in fo great a Security, that at the firfl: 
News of this little Army, they concluded 
Them to be fome Vagabond Souldiers be- 
longing to the Duke of Lorraine^ that were 
ventured out a Moroding ; far from fufpeft- 
ing that the 7roofs of the State could be 
engaged in fuch an Expedition. The Enter- 
prife was well concerted, and mifcarried 
through very trifling Incidents. Tho* in 
the Middle of Summery the Night was fo 
obfcure and rainy, that the Horje miftaking 
their Way, did not come up to the Place 
of Rendezvous 'till long after the Time 
appointed j and what was ftill of more Im- 
portance , the Officer who commanded 
Them, not being in the Secret, permitted 
the Hamhormh Poft-Boy to go on, who 
allarmed the whole Town with an Account 
of what He had feen, which was foon 
confirmed by an Exprefs from the Governor 
of Muyden^ giving an Account, that a confi- 
derable Body of Horfe were in full March 
on the Side of the Diemar. 

The People furprifcd with the Approach 
of the Troops, run in Crowds to otter theit 
Service : The Cannon were brought to the 
Ramparts, and feveral Men of War, and 

Frigates 
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Frigates, were put in Order for the Defence 
of the Port and the River Atnftel. The 
Senate debated whether They ftiould lay 
the Country under Water, by cutting their 
Dykes and opening the Sluices ; but the more 
moderate Opinions prevailed, and They de- 
termined only to admit fo much Water, as 
was neceflary for the Security of thofe 
Places that were eafieft of Accefs* 

The Seige of a Town fituated in the Bot* 
torn of a Gulfy furrounded with Fens and 
M^rjhesj and to which It was impoflible to 
malce Approaches, except by Cauleways 
a^d narrow Roads, intermtxt with an 
infinite Number of Canals^ could not but 
be exceeding difficult ; and accordingly the 
Count De Nafau^ no fooner found his De- 
fign was difcovered, than he knew it to 
be impra£l:icable. 

The Prince received the News of This 
upon Saturday in the Evening, and was 
extreamly afFeded with the ill Succels of 
an Enterprize, in which his Honour and 
Authority were equally concerned. He be* 
lieved, lays my Hifterian upon this Occafi« 
on, vohat Princes commonly believe^ that his 
Prefence would immediately difpcl all Diffi- 
culties ; and thus on Sunday Morning, af- 
ter having been at Church, and heard the 
Remonflrances of the two Provincial Courts 
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•f Jufiic^y He took Horfe in View of the 
Sians General^ and fet out to put Himfelf 
at the Head of the Troops that were be- 
fore Amfitrdam^ followed by a great Num- 
ber of Ojficers and iJohility who determined 
to fltare his Fortune. 

His Highnefs fent circular Letters the 
lame Morning, to all the Provinces^ except 
Holland^ acquainting Them, that having re- 
ceived Orders from the States General^ for 
the Re-eftabliftment of the Union, He had 
taken the neceilary Meafures for that 
Fiifpofe. That having r^efented to the 
States cf Hoilandy in the moft pathetick Man- 
ner, tlie Mifchiefs into which they were about 
to precipitate the Republic y He had afterwards 
addrellcd himfelf to the particular Town 
of that Province; but this Remedy having 
only ferved to inflame the Sore, He found 
Himfelf obliged, in order to come at the 
Root of the Difeafe, to imprifon certain 
difafFe<!lcd Perfons, who difturibed the Re- 
pofe of the Commonweaithj and to pofleS 
Himrfelf of tte Town of Amfttrdaw. Lafl:- 
ly, He hoped the Provinces would not on- 
ly approve, but alio concur in his Def^n, 
and affiH Him to chaftifc Thofe who di- 
fturbed the pid?lic Peace j protefting before 
God, that he had no other View, than the 
Re-eftablifhmcnt of the Tranquility, and 

Good 
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Good of his CmHtry^ with the Secarity of 
the Reform J Religion^ for the Prefervation 
of which He was ready to feicrifioe his 

Life* 

On the Road between the Hague and Am^ 
fierdatn^ his Highness found Mmfttur De 
Beverweert ; who tho' related to the Family 
of Nassau, had not been of the Princes 
Cahinet when this Undertaking was refolded 
on. In ord« to make his Highnefs compre- 
hend his Danger, He carried Him upon the 
Dyke which Separates the Tey from the Sea 
01 Harkm. • Obferve, fays he to the Trince^ 

* this immenfe Quantity of Water, which it 

* will be impoffible to refift, if the Magiftrates 

* of Amfierdam refolve to make Ufe of it to 

* drown your Fori:es^ This once determined ; 

* the Height and Impetuofity of the Water will 
^ be redoubled by opening their Dykes and 

* Sluices^ and your Arim will periih under the 

* Walls of a Town, which it is impoflible to 

* take if they will hazard every thing for its 

* Defence. The Thing was evident j and the 
Frincey who perceived that the Safety of his 
Army depended on the Arbitration of the 
People arid Magiftrates of Amfterdamj defired 
Monfieur De Beverweert to make all the Hafte 
he could to the Hague^ and engage the States 
General to recall His Highnefsy by a Depu- 
tation which might fcreen his Honour, and 

pre. 
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preferve Him the AfFedions of the Pcop/e, 
by his appearing to lay afidc the Seige in 
Deference to the Councils of the RepuhlU. 

Before Monfieur Beverweert could get to 
the Hague ^ Monfieur de Bronkhurfl^ Prefident 
of the IVeeky had already notified the Princes 
Departure to the States general^ and his Defign 
upon Amfterdatn. Their High Mightines- 
ses were of Opinion, that the Source of the 
Evil was in the Province of Holland^ and that 
it was impoflible to redrefs it without her 
Concurrence { wherefore they voted a Depu- 
tation to the States of that ProvincOy conjuring 
them to ftop the Courfe of fo dangerous an 
Emotion. The States of Holland^ on their 
Part, went in a Body to tlie Gra^fd Pen^ 
fionary^ defiring him to ufe his utmoft En- 
deavours to terminate this Affair, either by 
procuring a Repeal of the Refolution of the 
States General^ upon which the Prince of 
Orange grounded his Meafures ; or that a 
Deputation ftiould be fent to the Prince^ de- 
firing his highnefss Return to the HaguCy 
and that he would reflore the Commerce of 
jimflerdawy by ceafmg all Hoftilities, and 
ordering the Troops to their feveral Quar- 
ters. This was exaftly what the Prince deiir* 
ed ; who whilft Things were thus negotiating 
at the Hague y concluded another Treaty at 
Amflerdam^ that was (till more advantageous 

to 
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to Him. His Flighnefs wrote to the Ma^ 
gi^rates, demanding Admiflion into the 
Town, but infinuated at the fame Time 
that He would not enter it, till the Mif- 
underftanding fliould be made up ; upon 
Which the Regency fent four Deputies to 
confer with His Highnefs^ who agtreed upon 
the following Articles. 

Firft, that the Prince Ihould be received 
into the City with all the Honours that 
had ever been paid to his Predeccflbrs, Go^^ 
vernours of the Province : and in Quality of 
Member of the Council of ^State^ his Highnefi 
was promifed an Audience in full Senate* By 
the fecond Article, the Town pronufed to 
pay the Arrears, due to the Troops that the 
Province of Holland had broke, and confent 
to the Propofition made on that Subjeft by 
the Council oi State^ bearing Date the i^th 
of July. Thirdly, the Magijirates engaged 
to employ their good Offices with the States 
of Holland^ in order to re-eftablifh the U- 
NiON, and obliterate the Remembrance of 
what was pafled. And laftly, the Prince 
demanded that Mefieurs Bikker, one late 
and the other Regent Burgomafler of Am^ 
Jlerdam^ fliould be lupetceded in their Em- 
ployments, and rendered incapable of bear- 
ing any Office in the City for the future. 
Thefc Magijirates had very much fignalifed 

Q^ Them- 
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Themfelves by their Zeal and Aftivity for 
the Defence of the Town, and the Senate 
oppofed this Demand with a great deal of 
Warmth j but the two Burgomajiers made a 
generous Sacrifice of their Employments to 
the Tranquility of the Public. 

Thus finifhed the Siege of Amfterdam. 
The Troofs were fent back to their ^^r- 
tersi the Prince^ content to have acquired 
the Liberty of entring the Citj^ went a- 
way without doing It, the Deputies of 
the States General being informed upon the 
Road, that the Difference was made up, re-r 
turned to the Hague ; and the Regents of 
Amfterdam executed the Capitulation with 
Pund:uality. But to avoid being expof- 
ed to the fame Attempts for the Future, 
They refolved td fortify Their City^ and 
fettled fifty four Companies of Burghers for 
its Defence. 

The Reader will be furprifed, confider^ 
ing the ill Situation of the Princes Army, 
that his Highnejs (hould have procured fuch 
advantagious Terms, But it feems the 
Town already began to feel the ill EfFeiSlsr 
of a Siege j and befides this, the Prince had 
his Party in the Citj^ which upon this 
Occafion was joyned by the Malecontents^ 
and both tQgethcr made a very numerous 
Bcdy. Satires were thrown about againft 

the 
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the Magiftrates, who amongft other Thing5^ 
were accufed with holding Intelligence with 
the Parliament of England, becaufe 
Peterson, a Senator of Amfierdamy had 
been fent to Cromwell, on the Part of 
the Province of Holland^ whilft he refufed to 
admit an Emhajfador from the ^Re^uhlic. 
This, whether true or falfe, ferved to ren* 
der Them extreamly odious to the Public j 
the Englijb being then, as They are at 
prefent, mortally hated by the People of 
the Province of Hollandy efpecially thofe 
of Amfterdam^ as their great Rivals in 
Commercey without which the Dutch can-* 
not poiJibly fubfift. The Merchants appre-* 
hended that the Siege would ftop the 
Payment of their Bills, and ruin public 
Credit, by breaking the Conffe of Exchange i 
and the Prince took Care to ftrengthea 
their ApprehenJioftSy by giving out, that He 
intended to change the Siege into a Blocade^ 
ill Order to have Time to reinforce his 
Army. Laftly, It muft be owned, that the 
Magifirates rf Amfierdamy did not find that 
Support from the Province of Holland, 




fupply' 

Jen^ forniihed Them with Implements ne-. 
ceflary for the Siege ; Delft tent her Can* 
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non and other Military Stores, laid up there 
in the provincial Arfenal; and of all the 
Towns of the Province, tergow alone, for- 
bid her Garrifon to join the Prince^ in 
Oppofition to his Highmfss Orders. la 
this feeble Manner a£ted the States of HoU 
land; fo unlike the Defendants of thofe 
who had refcued their Lihertj from the 
Tyranny of Philip IL 

As for the States General^ they amufcd 
Themfelves with fruitlefs Deliberations, in- 
ftead of revoking their Refolution, which 
gave a Colour to the Prince's Undertake 
ing Nor could this be wondred at; for 
not only the Friends of the Houji rf 
Orange were extreamly numerous in the 
AJfemhIy of the States General : but fome of 
the Provinces began to think their Intereft 
different from tMt of Holland. 

The AfFak of the Six Prifoners at Lou^ 
vefleiny was yet to be adjufted. Dort made 
prefling Inftances for the Liberty of her 
Burgomafter De tVit^ and fent her Deputies 
to the Haguey with Orders not to engage 
in any public Affair, 'till they had pro- 
cured it. But the other Towns, intiroi- 
daied by the Siege of Amfterdamy did 
not proceed with the fame Vigour ^ fo a 
Treaty was concluded, by which the Prince 
of Orange engaged to. let the Prifoners at 

Liberty, 
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Liberty, on Condition that They fhould 
^k Leave to relinquifh their Employ- 
ments* 

In the mean Time, the fix Provinces who 
had received the Princes circular Letters^ 
loaded his Highnefs with their Comphments, 
and Thanks for his Care of tlie pubUc. They 
differed from one another in the Warmth of 
their Acknowledgments ; but all concurred to 
thank him for his Zeal and Care to preferve 
the Vnitm: and as for the Siege of Awfter* 
Jantj fome ftiled it an heroical Adion ; and 
all agreed that it was neceflary. In Reality 
the Prince had executed every thing the 
States general could wifli, both for the Se- 
curity of the Vnion^ and the particular Mor- 
tification of the Province of Holland; But, 
the Means His Highnefs employed were vio- 
lent, and fuch as he would never have 
made ufe of, had He intended to have con* 
fined Himfelf to the Province of a Mediator. 
From hence it was in a manner evident, 
that He had formed the Defign of ma- 
king Himfelf the Sovereign of his Country ; 
and tho' nothing was omitted that might 
poffibly conceal the Truth of his Intentions 
from tke Public, yet his Highnefs had the 
Mortification to find his Views were pene- 
trated, and that He had entirely lofl: the 
<3onfidcnce of the People* 

Q^ 3 This 
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This made the Hague diiagreeable to Him : 
So his Highnefs left that chamiing Village^ 
and went to hide his Chagrin at a Country, 
Sett He had lately purcfaaied ia Gelderland. 
Here he fpent his Time in Hunting, which 
was his favorite Exercife, and in reconciling 
private Differences between the Nohility of 
the Province ; till being taken ill of a Fever^ 
he was brought back to the Hague on the 
99th of OMer^ x<55©> where in two Daysaf* 
ter his Arrival, He was taken with the Small 
Fox J of which he died in Novemhr following, 
in the twenty fifth Year of his Age* 

This Accident occafioned an equal Joy and 
Sorrow in the Vnited Provinces* Thof^ Ma-t 
0rates who had been imprifoned and db^ 
pofed by the Princes Authority, were now 
re-eftablifhed with Honour in their Em- 
ployments J and luffercd Themfelves to be fo 
far tranfported, as to forget what was due 
to Decency. Medals were ftruck, infulting 
the Memory of the dead Princt^ amongft 
which that oi Amfterdam wasmoft remark^ 
able. This reprefented a rifing Sun^ and a 
young fiery Horfey extending, Himfelf over 
llie Town of Amjlerdam with this Motto, 

' CrIMINE AB UNO 

Di$c£ Qmnbs. 

And 
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And in the Margin \^as added, 

Quia Bella vetabat* 

Attributing to Amflerdam the Honour of 
having put a Stop to the War. On the Re- 
verfe was fcen a falling Phaeton with thefe 
Words. 

MagNIS EXCIPIT AUSIS. 

And at the Bottom was reprefented the Fu» 
neral Proceffion from the Hague to Delfi. 
On the other hand, the Grief that many 
felt on Occafion of the Prince's Death, was 
inexpreffible. The Clergy teftified their Con- 
cern by Funeral Orations, which were fo 
many Panegyricks to the Memory of the de- 
ceafed. The Army regretted the Lofs of its 
General and Patron j The greater Part of the 
States general^ who had always given into 
the Prince's Meafurcs, were apprehenfive of 
a Revolution in the Government of the Pro'^ 
vincesy which might prove to their Detri- 
ment J and the Prmcefs was inconfolable for 
the Lofs of a Husband, who after the tra- 
gical Death of her Father, and the Flight of 
her Brothers was her only Comfort. Her 
Highnefss Grief was abated however by the 
Pofthymous Birth of a Prince^ whom fhe 

Q^ 4 brought 
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brought into the World eight Days after 
Jiis Father s Difeafe. This was William III, 
frifice of Orange^ and afterwards^ King of Great 
firitain^ whole glorious Adions have eter- 
nalifed his Memory. 

William If, was cxtreamly Handfome^ 
but of a Temper inclining to Melancholy^ 
He was feldom feen to laugh^ and had 
from his earUeft Infancy, preferred ferious 
Occupations to the common Amufements 
of Childhood, He had an uncommon Pe- 
netration, and a wondrous Difpofition for 
the Sciences, efptcially the Mathematicks, 
and was a very great admirer of Des 
Carte s*s Philofophy, tho' it was very much 
jlecried in the Vniverfties of the Repnhlic. 
He had inherited both tht Politicks and 
Taciturmty of his Grandfather^ and it was 
prefumed upon very good Grounds, that 
He would have equalled the Braveft of 
his Anceftors in military Performances. 
His Anib^tipn was unlimited; and as He 
f^crificed every Thing to It, 'tis proba- 
Lie that had He lived, He would have 
acquired the Sovereignty of the Vnited ?ro^ 
'vinces^ either under a frefli Title, or by 
perpetuating the St adt holder fhip in his Far 
piily, as it was afterwards lettled in tliQ 
yime of l^is Soxiy William IH. 
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The Death of Williamlly was attended 
with feveral great Events. The Power of 
the StadtMder devolved in a great Mea- 
fure on the States of the feveral Provinces ; 
and in Procefs of Time, This produced a 
perpetual Edill on the Part of Holland^ or 
a Bill of Exclufon, which incapacitated the 
young Prince of Orange to enjoy the Dig- 
nities of his Anceftors, and annihilated the 
Stadtholderjhip in that Province. Nothing 
was omitted that could poffibly weaken the 
Prince^ and put it out of his Power to 
revenge Himfelf, in Time to come, of the 
Indignities that were now offered Him ; 
nor can there be a greater Inftance of the 
Inftability of human Affairs, than the Hi- 
ftory of the perpetual Edi£l. 

John De Wit was made Grand Penfionary 
of Holland m i^fj, whofe Hatred for the 
Stadtholderjhip^ and Refentment for the ufage 
his Father had received from William II, could 
be equalled by Nothing but the Greatnels 
of his Abilities, and his Capacity to effefl: 
whatfoever he undertook. The Vnited Pro^ 
vinces were engaged in a ruinous War with 
Bnglandy and fent their Minifters to pro- 
pole a Peace at London.^ 

Oliver Cromwell then governed the 

Affairs of England^ under the Appearance of 

^ QoHncil of State, of which h? was Prudent. 

^ ThQ 



234 B AT AV 1 A Part I. 

The EmlajfadorSy were admitted to an Au- 
dience in the Council. Cromwell, anfwer- 
ed their Harrangue by cenfuring the Impru- 
dence of the Repuhlic, in making War with 
ib unequal an Enemy. He told Them 
fiercely, that: if He liftened to Peace, It 
could be only under two Conditions. The 
Firfi: That Satisfadion fliould be made for 
the Infults that Tromp had given to the 
Bigli(h F/agy and zdly, that there fhould be 
no Sufpenfion of Arms, 'till the Treaty was 
concluded. Butfome Time afterwards, He 
explained Himfelf to two of the Embafladors, 
and told Them very frankly, of the Appre- 
henfions he was under from the Extent of 
the Dutch Commerce j adding, that there could 
never be a lure and lafting Peace between 
the two Nations, 'till there was a Coalition 
of Inter efisy hy unitii^ Them under one and 
the fame Government. 
* Since We have the fame Religion, [ays 

* Hoy We can do Nothing more agreeable 

* to Gody than to unite ourfelves ftriftly, the 

* better to refift the Eenemies of our holy 
f Keformation. The only Objed of my Afti- 
*■ ons having been the Glory of God, this is 

* your Security for my Sincerity. It is not any 

* perfonal Intereft that engages me to propole 

* this VnioH of the two Repuhlicku Content 

* with having been the Jnjkument of Hewen, 

9 ' / * ia 
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in accompliihing' a Work fo important to 
Religion^ I am far from defiring to draw 
any particular Advantage from It. The 
two Nations making one and the fame 
People, Ihall be governed by a Sovereigk 
Parliament, in which the Vnited Pro^ 
vinces ihall have their Deputies. I will 
depend equally on this auguft Tribunal^ 
with every other Subjed ; and retain no 
more Power than ihall be allotted me* (a) 
This Propofition firft broach'd to the 
Dutch Minifters by Cromwei/y was afterwards 
communicated to them in Form by the 
Council of State. The Emhaffadors afloniih'd 
at fo extraordinary an Overture, faid all 
they could to ihew the Impoflibility of its 
Execution : But the Council was refolute, and 
threatncd to break off the Conferences, if 
this Article were refufed : upon which the 
Emhaffadors detached two ot their Body to 
confult their Principals in Holland^ and re- 
ceive new Inftruftions how to treat fo iia- 
gular a Propofal. 

In the mean time the Englijh and Dutch 
Fleets engaged. Admiral Trowp was killed, 
and Monk obtained a bloody Vidtory. 



(jt) Annaks dcs Provinces qnics, jiztB^fmr^e Fol. 312, 

The 
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The Dutch Embaffadors returned to Lon- 
don. Irhey Ihew'd the Impoflibility of a 
Vfiion between the two Nations, and pro- 
pofed other Meafures for an Accommoda- 
tion. Cromwell^ affefted to be convinced by 
their Arguments, and after exprefiing his 
own good Defigns in forming ttmt Projedl ; 
He told Them, that provided they could a- 
gree upon the Superiority of the Flag^ and a 
Duty to be paid to Eng|land/d?r the Herrings 
taken on, our Coaft^ the Peace would be eafily 
concluded. But fome Days afterwards, the 
Commiflioners who were appointed to ne- 
gotiate with the Dutcb^ prefented Them the 
Projedt of a Treaty, in which befides the Ar» 
tide of the Flag^ and the Duty upon Her-- 
rings y were infer ted two frefli Demands, im- 
plying, that the States ihould engage them- 
felves to exclude the Prince of Otzngt from all 
the Employments of his AncefiorSy and that 
the Republic ihould not fit out above a cer- 
tain Number of Men of War^ without the 
Confent of the Parliament of England* 

Thefe Conditions appeared intollerable to 
the Embaffadors^ who took their Leaves, and 
prepared to return Home, juft as Crommell 
having deftroyed the little Authority that 
remained in the Parliament^ affumed the 
Government under the Title of Protec- 
tor ; which havig created him a great 

raanv 
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many Enemies, He became more difpofed ta 
an Accommodation with the Vnited Tro: 
vinces* *Twas then that having comprehen- 
ded the Impoflibility of engaging the Repub^ 
lie to exclude the young Frince oi Orange^ He 
made a fecret Propofition to Monjieur De Be^ 
verningy a Member of the Embafly on the 
Part of Hollandy in which he o^red Him 
the PeacCj provided the Province of Holland 
alone, would engage by a private and fe- 
parate Article never to have a Stadtholder. 

The Emlaffadors fet foil for Holland^ and 
found the States general very well difpofed to 
conclude the Peace : but as there was a Ne- 
ceflity for confulting the feveral provincial 
Statesj and thefe not being aflembled, The 
Province of Holland^ which refolved to make 
the beft of the Proteilors pacific Difpofition ; 
ordered Monjieur De Beverning back to Lon-- 
don^ in the &me VelTel that brought Him 
over. 

So precipitated a Condu^l difpleafed the 
other Provinces. They began to fufpeft Hol^ 
land of feparate Meafures, and an Intelligence 
with Cromwely prejudicial to the common In- 
terclt However, The States general re- 
folved to fend back Mejjieurs Nienport and 
Jong^al 10 London^ with Orders to join the 
Deputy of Holland^ and take upon them the 
Clwra6J:er of Emhajfadors* Monjieur 4^ieuport 

was 



a^S B AT AV 1 A Part L 

was of the Province of Holland ; but Jong-^ 
ftal was of Frtzeland^ and had ftriQ: Or- 
ders from his Province^ to watch the Intereft 
of thcHoufe of Orange. 

In the mean Time Monfieur De Beveming^ 
who had been abfent from London^ but 
fourteen Days, found the Proteiiors Difpo- 
iition for Peace very much abated. Cram- 
welt infifted more (Irenuoufly than ever, up- 
on the Exchafipn of the Prince of Orange^ 
which there was fo little Appearance of ob- 
taining from the States General^ that Mejteurs 
De Beverning and Nieuperty dnrQ. not fo much 
as communicate the Pvo^oM to their Col- 
teague Monfieur Jongflaly Deputy of Prize* 
land; and Monfieur Bafn^ge HimfoUj azures 
us, Thar this Point was treated in Se- 
cret Conferences between the Proteltor and 
Monfiem De Beverningj who at laft engaged 
that the Province of Holland ihould never 
confer the Poft of Stadtholder and Cap-' 
tain General oa the young Prince of Orange* 
(a) Cromwell, laid H© couki not fleep at 
Eafe, nor think Himfelf fecure of the Re- 
puMicj wfaUft the Prince entertained any 
Hopes of pofleffing tfee Authority of his 
Anccftors, which might enable Him to 



(4) Annates des Provinces uoics^ par Bafiiag^^ Fol* ^j;* 

affift 



PartL Ijli-ustrata, is^c. 2^9 

affift his Unde Charles If, to recover the 
CrowH rf Etfgknd. But from the Moment 
the Trote^or obtained this Promife on the 
Part of Holland^ He thought Himfelf fecure 
on the Side of the Vnited Provinces ; and 
Mejfteurs De Beverning and Nieuport hav* 
ing aflured Him that Holland would rati- 
fy the Secret Article of the Princes Eac- 
clufion; the Peace was immediately con* 
cludedt (a) 

When the Treaty came to be ratified, 
there was then a Neceffity of publifhing 
the fe par ate Article; which had hitherto 
been kept an inviolable Secret, not only 
to the States General^ but even to the 
Towns of the Province of Holland: And 
now It was, that the Grand Penjionary Db^ 
Wit, who had hitherto concealed Himfelf, 
came publicly upon the Stage. But before 
He made the Overture to the States of 
Holland; He took care to adminifter an Oath 
to all the Deputies^ binding them not only 
to keep fecret the Propofition He was about 
to make ; but alfo not to declare that any 
Oath of Secrecy had been exafled. This 



Qa) See tlie Treaty of Peace and Unm between Ou- 
V£R ChOmweil as ProtiSor of England^ and the Vnited, 
Provinces^ concladed at IVefttninfier^ Afriil 7itL 1654. 
TrMesie ?aix^ Tom. in* p* 647, 

being 
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being done, He acquainted them with the fc- 
parate Article concluded by their Minifler ac 
London. The Aftonilhment was inexpref- 
fiblc. Thofe few who were in the Secret, 
after counterfeiting a greater Surprize than 
the Reft, declared for the Exclufion. O- 
thers defired leave to return to their Cities^ 
and conlult their Principals j which was gran- 
ted on Condition, that They fhould com- 
municate the Af&ir only to the Burgemajl- 
ersy and fuch as could promote the Succefs 
of It. Upon the Return of the Deputies^ the 
Opinions proved to be divided- 1 he Repre- 
fentatives of Harlem and Leyden^ who were 
at the Head of thofe that oppofed the Ex- 
clufion; •exclaimed loudly againft the Con- 
dud of Monfieur De Beverning and N/V/*- 
port^ and were for calling Them to an Ac- 
count. Upon which, Monfieur De Wit^ ^^tx-- 
ceiving the Difpute grow violent, made an 
Offer to determine thp Deliberation accord- 
ding to* the Tlurality of Voices. But This 
was violently oppofed by the Princes Party, 
who cry 'd out, that He was going about 
to fap the Foundation of the Vnion ; and 
that this being a Matter that related merely 
to War and Peace^ the Vnanitnity of the States 
;Was requifite. Others faid on the contrary^ 
that the Eftablilhment of a Stadtholder^ or 
the Choice oFa Perfon to fill that Poft, was 
-- one 



/• 
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one of thofe Affairs that are ftiled Joweftic^ 
and abfolately foreign either to JVar or Peace; 
fince It depended only on the Province, of 
Holland tp hive a Govermur or not j or to e- 
led or rejefl: whom Ihe thought proper. This 
Was the Opinion of the Majority, and ac- 
cordingly It was refolved, * That His 
Highness the Protector of England^ 
having reprefented to the Emhajfadors of 
the Republic in feveral Conferences, that 
in Oraer to render the Peace fure and 
lafting, between the two Nations, It was 
neceflkry. to eafe Him of the Fear He 
was under, that if the principal Employ* 
ments of the State were conferred on the 
Prince of Orange^ the Alliances of that 
Prince with the Family of the Stuarts^ 
would dccafion Mifudderftandings and 
Jealoufies that might plunge the two 
Nations into a frefti War; therefore, in 
order to fecurc the Peace, and fatisfy his 
Highnefs; the Highznd Mighty Lords^ the 
States (f Holland^ promife never to chufe 
the Prince of Orange^ nor any of his Def- 
cendants, for their Governour or Admi- 
ral i and that this Province will never 
fuffer any of her Members to give their 
Vote for making the Prince^ Caftain Gine^ 
• ral of the Re^blic. 

R When 
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When Monfieur De Witj feflt^ the Ratifi- 
cation to London^ he carried his Diffimula- 
tion fo far, as to conjure the Dutch Emlajfa^ 
dors to make all poffible Inftances with Crom^ 
well^ to recede from his Demand of the Ex- 
clufion. ToH cannot do the Province a greater 
Service^ fays He, in his Letter to Van Be-^ 
verning and Nieuport^ than to find an Ex*^ 
pedient to prevent the delivering of the A£i 
of Excltifion^ which has been obtained with the 
utmofl Difficultjj and to which the States 
would never have confented^ but for the fake 
of avoiding the dire Calamities of iVar. 

Cromwell died m September i^fo^ 
and Charles II; Uncle to the Prince ojf 
Orange^ was reftored to the Throne of Great 
Britain^ in 1660. Had the States of Hol- 
land and Monfieur De Wit been (incere, now 
was the Time to repeal the Refolutions 
taken in Prejudice of the young Prince. 
TheAV^gof England^ defired Itj and They 
run the Hazard of incurring the dire 
Calamities of War by a Refufal. But 
De Wit^ who had . now thrown off the 
Mask ; not only hindrcd the States of HoU 
land from complying with the Inftances of 
Charles II, but induced them in 1657, 
to ena£t and fwear to the Obfervation of 
the perpetual Edi^ , which annihilated the 

Stadt^ 
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StaMelderJhtp for ever, (a) There was 
not lefs Art made ufe of upon this Occafion^ 
than had been employed iii i^5^4, to procure 
the Ratification of the Treaty made with 
Cromvoell. But the Time drew very near, 
when Monfieur de Wit was to repent the 
Succcfe of his own Management. Lewis XIV, 
King of ErancEj having invaded the Vni-^ 
ted Provinces in 1671, the Rapidity of his 
Viilories threatoed the Repuhlic with im- 
mediate Ruin. In this Diftrefs the People 
turn their Eyes to the Young Prince of 
Orange; the States are forced by the 
neceffity of their Affairs to make Him theic 
Captain General i He is fuccesful in his firft 
Enterprifes, and contrary to all Expeda- 
ticff flops the Torrent of the French Arms ; 
Meffteurs De Wit^ are mafTacred by the en- 
raged Populace at the Hague; The perper 
tual EdiSt is revoked ; the Prince is created 
Stadiboldery and that Dignity made heredi* 
tary in his Family. 

What has been faid of the Princes of 
Orange^ and the Earl of Licefter^ contains 
in a Manner the entire Hiftory of the 
Stadtholderjhip^ from the Formation of the 
Repuhlic. The Abufcs of that OiBce may alfo 



(«) Sec the Edi£t at large, Annalcr dcs Provinces 
Vaics par dafmgt^ Fol. 826. 

Ra be 



544 BAT AVI A Vml 

be gathered from the preceding Pages. It 
remains only to give the Reader a more 
precife Idea of the Authority and Privi- 
ledges annexed to It by the Cdaftitution. 

When the Earl or Leicester came in- 
to the United Provinces, The States Gene- 
ral tKvefteJ him with the fufv earn CommanJ of 
their Forces^ hoth by Sea and Land^ as well 
as with an ahfolute Authority for the Direilion 
and Management of all Affairs that related to 
the Army and Navy* Befides this, They entru^ 
fled Him with the Adminijlration and DireHion 
of their civil Policy^ and Courts of Jujlice^ to 
be by Him adminiflred as the preceding 60^ 
vernours of the Low Countries had lawjully 
doncy efpecially in the Time of Charles V. 

The Oath which Prince Maurice took 
at his Entrance into this Employment, was 
p irrceived in the following Terms. * I pro- 
mift and fwear to the Confederate 
&1, ^ j-Es of the Low Countries, in the 
Dettv r of the reformed Religion^ and name* 
ly tp the hi^ and low Nobility ^ and to the 
Magi^ rates of the Towns of Holland^ aii'd 
Wejifrizelandy who leprefent the States of 
thote Nations, to be to Them, faithful and 
obedient, and that I will obey, and will fo 
provide, that the Queers of the Army^ the 
t aptainsy and others who are fubjed to our 
Command, do obey the Laws ^nd Ordinances 

' of 
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* of the confederate States in general, an J par^ 

* ticularly Tbofe of Holland* (a) 

It appears from hence, t\m xht StadtholJer 
was under a double Obligation, firfl: to obey 
the States general in fucn Things as refpeded 
the War^ and the common Interefts of the 
Confederacy i andfecondly, to obey morepar-f 
ticularly the States of Holland^ compofed of, 
the Nohilityy with the Magiftrates of the Townsy 
and alfo to take care that others ihould obey 
Them. In his Inftrudions, it was amongft o-^ 
tber Things ftipulated, that he (hould defend, 
maintain and extend the Right of the public 
Authority, the LawSy and the common Trofm 
ferity. The Smldiers took a parallel Oath to 
the States^ and obeyed frlnce Manrke in all 
that regarded the War, 

The Stadtijolder, in other Refpefts, 
had no Power either to levy or difcharge 
the Troops* This was left entirely to the 
^tatesj who indeed confulted their General^ 
but were in no degree obliged to folJlow his 
Council, or defer to bis Advice; nor had He 
any Power over the Payment of th? Forces, 
They likewife referved it to themfelves, to 
put Governours into their Frontier Towns i bue 
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other O0cerf were chofen by the StaJtbolJerl 
from a double Nomioation of the States. Du- 
ring the Compaign indeed^ the General GiX 6, up 
all Pofts that became vacant, b« He could nei* 
ther take the Fields form a Cawp^ befiege aa 
Emmys TcwHj miake an Inroad into his CouH'- 
trjy or undertake any Thing of great Im- 
portance, without the Content and exprefe 
Order of the States general* When he had 
formed any Deiign, which ought not to be 
made public, He told the States gemral^ He 
had fornething to undertake, which was for 
the Good of the State^ without entring into 
Particulars, left the Defign by being difcove- 
red might become imprafticable. He deicri- 
bed only in general Terms, the Advantages 
that might be derived from It, and named 
in Grofs, the Expence that it was neoeflary 
to provide for; deftfing the Ajjenilly to af- 
fign Him two br three Perfons, to whom He 
might make a more particular Difcovcry, 
Thefe were granted Him ; and afterwards 
thofe Deputies made their Report to the AJ^ 
fetnhljy without entring however into the Par- 
ticulars of the Enter prize^ and when the 
States gave t\i€\x Confeht, the General pre- 
pared Himfelf to depart, leaving it to them 
to provide all that was neceflary for the 
Pndertaking. When he took Leave, They 
f fljgned Him thre^ pr four Deputies to repro^ 
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fcMt the State J and he Hh Councellors in the 
Army, fn other Refpefts the Stadtholder mo- 
delled the Council of War at his Pleafure, and 
was Mafter of the military Difcipline. The 
States g^vc their General for his military Sa- 
lary, Ten thoufand Florins per Months to which 
were added forty thoufand for the extraordi^ 
nary Expences of the Campai^ j befides up- 
wards of ten Thoufand more tot the Enter- 
tainment of Spi^s and other fecret Services^ 
for which he was not accountalle* Since the 
Time of Prince Maurice, and his Bro- 
ther pREbEitic Henry, there have been 
tn^o Stadtholders in the Vnited Provinces j 
the Princes of Orange were at the Head 
oifve ProvinceSj and the Counts of Nas- 
sau, governed Thofe of Frizeland znd Gro-^ 
ninghen ; but the fupream Command of tho 
Army belonged to the Princes of Orange 

The Authority of the Stadtholder ^ in his 
€ivil Capacity, was much fuperior to That of 
General^ and of far greater Cpnfcquence to 
the StatC' He was Chief of the Courts o^ 
Juftice^ infomuch that his Name was bora at 
the Head of all Orders and Sentences j Granix 
Master of the Forefis ; fupream Curator 
of the Vniverjity of Leydeuy and without 
Him they could make no Law there^ 

Upon any extraordinary Occafion^ th^ 
Staathojj^er appeared in. the Aflenibfy of 
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fhe St am general^ where flfe J&4S/4 Bight to 
niake Propofitions Jor the puhlic Good ; . and It 
Mas ufual to inform Him befcrehand, what, 
$ubjc£t was to be debated upoi^, both in this 
znd x\\t provincial Ajjk^^^ieu 

He was likewife, the Arbitrator of all 
Difputcs that arofe between tjie Provinces^ 
by Virtue of an Article in the Union of 
Utrecht, ^which lodges that Right in the 
Governours'o^ Provinces. He had the Power 
if pardoning Criminals condemned to 4^^; and 
what is ftili of greater, tmporrance^ Hq 
had a Righf of chufing the Magijt rates of 
CitieSj upon a .double t^ominatipn of their 
re/peilive Senates y with Exception to the; 
Town of Amsterdam, where He only 
chofe the Sheriffs^ ^d the Eleftioii of the. 
iBttrgomajlersy remained as It is at prefent, 
in the Hands of the Senate.. 

The Princes of Orange had confide- 
rable Pcfleflions in the Vmted Provinoes^y 
which ftill j^ugmented their . Authority as; 
Stadfbolders; but I'hey were p6 where fo 
iPowerfui as in Zealand, where of /even 
Suffrages which then corapofed the States^ 
They were abfolute Matters of Three j the. 
j(irft, in Quality of primier Uahle of thefr^- 
wnce^ apd the other two as Marquijjes of 
Terveer and pLUsttiNGt 

The End of the First Part* 
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